Imperial War Museum First World War Centenary Programme

1915

Event

19 January

§German airships raid Britain for the first time, attacking Great Yarmouth and King's Lynn. Five people
are killed.

24 January

31 January

8 February

19 February

10 March

12 March

| Action of the Dogger Bank. Encounter between British and German battlecruisers in the North Sea.

" Germany announces its first sustained U-boat (submarine) campaign against merchant and

passenger ships approaching Britain. Ships will be sunk without warning, including neutral vessels.

' Continues until September.

"§ Royal Navy ships begin shelling the forts guarding the entrance to the Dardanelles in Turkey. The

‘aim s for the ships to force their way through the Dardanelles and capture the Turkish capital,
| Constantinople (present day Istanbul).

Roval Navy warships begin a concerted blockade of Germany and its ports

”3 British and French warships at the Dardanelles try to force their way through the Narrows. Three

ships are sunk; three are badly damaged. Naval operations are suspended.

21 March

22 April

25 April

26 April

6 August
16 Augt
25 August

25 September

| German airships raid Paris for the first time

Aoril 1915

Mav 1915

B | German submarine U-20 sinks the luxury passenger liner Lusitania off the west coast of Ireland.
/1198 peonle are killed. includina 128 US citizens.

| First German airship raid on London. 7 people are killed and 35

July 1915

Auaqust 1915

Whitehaven in Cumberland, on Britain's west coast, shelled by a German U-boat

September 1915

October 1915

1 October

22 November

27 November
30 November

7 December

Military events
Naval events
Aviation events
Political events
Social events

§Germen Fokker aircraft deployed in numbers along the Western Front. Able to fire directly forward by
- shooting through the propellor arc, the Fokker establishes German air superiority until Spring 1916.




