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FOREWORD

Tue following four Despatches have until now never heen
published in their full original tex:. This 35 especially isuie
of the fourth of this sesies, dated 28th June, 1977. This
Despateh General Sir Archibald Burray 15 now pfemuu:g?d to
publish on the condition that the following letter is published
at the same time.

[COPY!

War QFrrcE,
Loxpon, S.W.
4th March, 1920,

rzrfMediterrancanf5e77 (5.0 5.

SIR,

With reference to previous correspondence on the guestion
of the publication of your despaich of the 28:h June, 1917, [
am commanded by the Army Coauncil ‘0 point out that the
various changes of policy on which stress i3 lad in the firse
part of the despatch were based not merely on local considera-
tions conpected with the campaign east of the Suez Canal and
adjacent theatres of war, but on a general review of the course
of the war as a whole, including such considerations as the
development of the Gertian submarine campaign, the failure
of General Nivelle's offensive and the extension of the British
line on the Western Front, Allied policy in the Balkans, and tha
course of events in Russiz,

Tam toadd (hat, unless 1his fact is appreciated by the reader,

the recital of various changes in policy without relation to
¥
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cvents taking place 1n otlier parts of the world is caleulsted to
creale a somewlat mislerding frpression.

In antherising 1he publication of the despatsh referred o
above the Counal must ask, therefore, that thin letier bz
puthshed a1 the some e,

1 am,

£

i,
Your abedient Scrvant,
(3igned) H. J. CREEDY,

General Sir AL J. Murray,
G.CMG, K.CB, CV.O, T30,
Went House,
West Malling, Ienar,

EXTRACTS FROM THE DEIPATCH
oF
FIELD MARSHAL SIR EDMUNKD A LLENEY,
GCB, G.CMEG,
Commuander-in-Chief Egpptiun Expediticriary Fure
duted 28h Jone, 513

# By the summer of yg17, wien I assumed conunand of the
Egyptian Expaditicnary Forcs, Lieut.-General Sir A, Murrzy's
brilliant campaign in Sinai had semeved the danger to Hgypr,
and had forced the enemy back across s ven fromiers,”

- * " K HA *

“1 desire to express my indebredness 1o myv prececessor,
Licut.~-General 5ir A. J. Blurray, who, by his beidoing of che
desert between Hewvpt and Palestine, laid the foundations for
the subsequent advances of the Egyptian Fepediticnary Force,
I reaped the fruits of his foresight and strategical [magination,
which brought the waters of the Nilz to the borders of Palestine,
planned the skilfu]l military eperatiens by whics the Turks
were driven from sirong positions in tha desert aver the fror-
tier of BEgypr, and carried 3 standard saupe ralway to the gates
of Gaza. The organisation he created, both in Sina and in
Egypt, swood all tests znd formied the comer-stone of my
successes,
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SIR ARCHIBALD MURRAY'S
DESPATCHES

FIRST DESPATCH

Tue COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force,

From—

To— THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR,

War Office, London, 5.W.

General Headguarters,
Egyptian Expeditionary Farce,
15t June, 1916,

1 have the honour to submit a report on the opera-
tions of the Force under my command [rom the date
on which I assumed command to the 31st Tay, 1916,

1. On gth January, 1916, I arrived in Cairo, and, on
the following day, took over the command of the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force from General Sir
C. C. Monro, G.C.M.G., K.CB., who had himself
agrived from Mudros but a few days before. At that
date the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force was in a
state of transition as regards its larger component, the
Dardanelles Army. On the night of the 8th/oth January
this Army had completed its successful evacuation of
Cape Helles ; its units were still concentrated at Mudros
and Imbros awaiting transport to Egypt, where all the
Force, excluding the Salonica Army, had been ordered
to concentrate. Meanwhile a portion of the Force,
which had been set free by the earlier evacuation of

3
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the Suvla Bay and Anzac positions, had already arrived
in Egypt, where it had come under the command of
General Sir John Maxwell, K.C.B., K.CM.G. The
concentration of the Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps, for instance, was practically complete, and the
53rd Division was occupied in operations on the
Western Frontier of Egypt. General Headquarters
of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force were tem-
porarily established in Cairo.

The instructions which I had received from the
Secretary of State for War placed under my comimand
all organised formations then in Egypt, or on their
way to Egypt, with the exception of such troops as
might be considered necessary for the defence of
Egypt and the Nile Valley against attack from the west,
or for maintaining order in the Nile Valley and the
Nile Delta. The function assigned te me was that of
protecting Egypt apainst attack from the east, and the
westward Limit of my command was roughly fixed by
a line running north and south approximately five
miles west of the Suez Canal. The British force at
Salonica was also placed under my general super-
vision. At the same time I was given the important
responsibility of maintaining a general strategical re-
serve of troops for the whole Empire, to be used in
whatsoever theatre of war the call should be most
urgent,

2. During the period under review, in addition to
the extensive military preparations required for the
defence of the eastern front, the amount of purely
administrative work thrown on all sections of my Staff
has been extremely heavy. The exigencies of the
Gallipoli campaign had placed the Force under my
command in a state of serious disorganisation. Some
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units were in Egypt, others on the sea, others in Egean
ports. It was not until the end of February that the
Iast units of the Dardanelles Army reached Egypt.
Every day for over six weeks ship-loads of troops, guns,
animals and transport were arriving at Alexandria and
Port Said. The components of this mass had to be
disentangled and forwarded to their proper destina-
tions : old units had to be reorganised, new units to
be created, brigades, divisions, army corps to be re-
formed. The British troops from Gallipoli were in-
complete in personmel and material, It was urgently
necessary to bring them up to strength, re-equip them,
and provide them with train and mechanical transport
on a modified scale. The Australasian troops also
needed re-equipment, and, in their case, there was the
additional problem of dealing with a mass of un-
absorbed reinforcements. Further training of officers
and men was an ucgent necessity. Moreover, the
embarkation of troops for service elsewhere began in
February and continued without intermission till the
end of April. To this work must be added not only
the maintenance of my Force, both in Egypt and
Salonica, with animals, supplies, ordnance stores,
works material, and medical and veterinary stores, but
also the provision and despatch of ordnance stores,
works material, and supplies specially demanded for
Basrah and East Africa.

The bulk of the work of disembarkation and em-
barkation, including the very heavy work of railway
transport, fell upon the staffs of my Deputy Quarter-
master-General and Inspector-General of Communi-
cations,! to whom great credit is due. Retween 1st

'"Up to BMarch 1gth the InSpector-General of Commiunications wag also
General Officer Commanding Levan: Base,
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January and 31st May, exclusive of sick and wounded,
10,057 officers, 256,623 other ranks, and 49,969 animmals
were disembarked in Egypt, The numbers embarked,
exclusive of sick and wounded, were 8,507 officers,
202,249 other ranks, and 31,530 animals. The total
numbers carried on the Egyptian State Railways
during the same period were 67,736 officers, 1,020,459
other ranks, 156,393 animals, 560,300 tons of stores,
and 15,518 tons of ammunition, I append a tabular
return {se¢ Appendix A) of the complete units em-
batked from Egypt for service elsewhere. The total
includes six complete divisions at full strength, and, in
addition, three infantry brigades and nine batteries of
heavy artitlery, besides signal, engineer and medical
units, Al six of these divisions were re-equipped or
completed with equipment : moreovex, transport for
two further divisions had to be collected on a special
scale ; two newly-formed divisions were completely
equipped ; three further divisions and three dismounted
brigades were re-equipped for service in Egypt; five
divisions at Salonica were completed with additional
pack saddlery to the amount of 20,000 sets, and supphied
with very large reserves of ammunition and ordnance
stores ; a newly-formed Camel Transport Corps and
the Tmperial Camel Corps were also equipped and
provided with animals. This work, together with
the task of supplying and maintaining the troops
operating on the eastern, and subsequently also on
the western, front, was efficiently carried out by
the Ordnance, Supply and Transport, Remount, and
Works Depattments,

As regards the formation of new umits, the most
important work was that of absorbing the surplus
Australasian reinforcements, The MNew Zealand Divi-
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cion was remodelled so as to consist entirely of New
Zealznders, and the consticution of the Australian
Provisional Formations under Major-General Sir H. V.
Cox, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.S.I, laid the ground-work
of two entirely new Australian Divisions, the 4th and
sth, which were actually embaodied on 6th March.
Steps were also taken to bring the organisation of all
the Australasian troops into uniformity as regarded
their artillery and other divisional troops. The new
Australian divisions took their places in the front line
when the 1st Australian and New Zealand Corps went
to France, whither they are themselves now about fo
be despatched. The Australian and New Zealand
Mounted Division has been reconstituted, and has
proved most valuable both on the eastern and western
fronts, In addition, four brigades of dismmounted
yeomanry have been organised on definite and uniform
lines; brigade machine-gun companies have been
formed for practically all the divisions in the Farce
(including those sent elsewhere and ar Salonica);
Stokes gun batteries for sixteen brigades have been

- reoqganised ; the Imperial Camel Corps—a fighting

unit—of s.ix companies has been raised and trained
for wn:a:k in the desert, and four more companies are
now being trained ; the Indian Camel Corps in Egypt
hw:r. been combined intc 2 Camel Transport Corps
which has been raised from local resources to strengt};
of IB,OOD: As .regards Instruction, a trainine centre for
mdAusu-aIas_mn remfur_cepmnts was started at Tel el Kebir
! oula_ttlpued until it was decided that the Australa-

;au:t;rmmng depdts should be transferred ro England.
whichegf::: :nachme?gun school was formed ar Tsmailia
i ralter producing excellent results, was merged in
mperial School of Instruction at Zeltoun (suburb
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of Cairo). ‘The latter institution, which came under my
control after 1gth March, has since been increased in
size so as to train officers in all branches of warfare,
Under its commandant, Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. E. M.
Colston, M. V.0, its work has been most valuable, Be-
sides the ordinary courses for officers and non-commis-
sioned officers, it holds machine-pun, Lewis zun, signal
and telephone, ardilery, Stokes gun, and grenadier
classes. Between 7th January and 31st May, 1,166
officers and 5,512 other ranks attended and passed in
the various classes. A machinz-gun schoo! was also
started at Salonica,

Excellent work has been done by the signal service
during tlis perviod. In the first place, it has effictently
carried out the work of refitting the signal units from
the Peninsula, reorganising them fo suit the conditions
peculiar to Egypt, and training locally officers and men
to fill the gaps and meet the increased demand for
signaliers and telegraphists. Ninety-four officers and
1,305 ather ranks have been trained in these duties at
Zeitount and Alexandria this year. Secondly, it has had
to provide intercommunication for troops engaged
upon over 1,000 miles of fromt, which has involved
the development of an unusually extensive network of
military telegraphs. Al the resource and ingenuity
of the service has been taxed to cope with the con-
ditions peculiar to this field of operations—abnormal
distances, unusual means of transport, desert, sand
storms and mirage. Lastly, it has substituted a military
telegraph and telephone service for the civil system
which, until this vyear, has been the only available
means of communication throushout Eeypt and was
worked maindy by native personnel.

I would also specially mention the survey work

FIRST DESPATCH 9

¢hat has been carried out since the arrival of the Medi-
terranean Expeditionary Force in Egypt. In addition
to the standardisation, printing and issite of tactical
maps of Sinal to the whole of the Army on the eastern
front, a new survey on a large scale of the Canal zone
and certain areas east of our lLines and advanced posts
has been continuously cartied on by the Topographical
Section of the Intellivence Branch working in close
co-operation with the Royal Flying Corps. This survey,
which has now been in process far nearly six manths,
is now approaching Kaua, I believe that the map
based om this survey is the first map entirely con-
structed on this principle. The work was imtiated by
Mr, E. M. Dowson, Director - General, Survey of
Egypt, who placed his resources at the disposal of
the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. The aciual
direction of the work has been in the hands of the
Intelligence Branch of my General Staff, and 15 based
on experience, gained in Gallipoli, of the production
of trench maps from aeroplane photographs, controlled
by ordinary field survey methods. Co-operation in
this survey has been part of the routine of the Royal
Flying Corps. The main object of the new map thus
bertig produced is to facilitare the co-operation of aix-
craft and artillery, though it has alceady proved ex-
t"?m'ﬂ?' Useful_in siting trenches and locating roads,
railways and pipe-lines. The system upon which this
survey proceeds was devised to obviate the extreme
difficulty of survt:ying large tracts of desert by ordinary
methods, Certajn areas, from 8,006 to 12,000 vards
eastward of our _frc:-nt line, that were likely to include
caemy gun positions, were selected and photographed
!firt‘:::l tbh'“-' air, Ti}e photographs were then reduced and

¥ a complicared process to their correct pesitions
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on the map, The result has been the attainment of
the highest topographical accuracy in the survey of
almost featureless desert, which enables observers to
“ spot " with the greatest precision cutside the areas
surveyed by ordinary methods.

These labours, most of which demanded the utmost
despatch in thefr completion, were carried out con-
currently with the conduct of more strictly military
operations, to my report on which I will now proceed.

3. When I arrived in Egypt the intentions of the
enemy as regards an attack on the Suez Canal were by
1o means certain. Though his new means of communi-
cationn in southern Syria and Sinai, commenced with
thizs end in view, were still in a backward state, he
undoubtedly had at his disposal the troops, amounting
to 250,000 men or more, necessary for such an attack.
The adequate defence of the Canal was therefore a
matter of serious importance, The outline of a scheme
of defence had already been prepared ; certain works
were being constructed, railways and pipe-lines and
roads commenced, and troops were being concentrated
in the three sections of the Canal Defences, which were
based on Suez, Ismailia and Port Said respectively,
The object aimed at was to construct a front line of
defence, suitable for withstanding an attack with heavy
artillery, some seven or eight miles east of the Canal.
A second, and inner, line was also to be constructed
on the east bank, besides certain permanent, foreified
bridge-heads., At the same time, the defence of the
Canal was to be, so far as possible, offensive, and
mobile columns wete to be prepared for this purpose
in addition to the garrisons for the defensive line, This
scheme in outline I took over from the General Com-
manding in Egypt, under whom it had been operating
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for a shott time, and, since on January I 1th the sole
direction of military operations at Salopica was given
to General Sarrail, while the responsibility for safe-
guarding the islands of Lemnos, Tenedos and Imbz_'os
was taken over by the Admiraliy, I was able to give
my undivided attention to the operations in defence
of the Canal, I decided to establish my General Head-
quartess at Ismailia. No. 1 Section, with Headquarters
at Suez, was allotted to the gth Army Corps under
Lieut.-General the Hon. Sir Julian Byng, K.C.M.G.,
C.B., M.V.C.; No. = Section, with Headquarters at
Ismailia, to the Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps under Licut.-General Sir A, ], Gudley,
K.CM.G., CB., and No. 3 Section, with IHead-
quarters at Port Said, to the 15th Army Corps under
Lieut.-General H, 8. Horne, C.B. These officers were
ordered to take over their commands immediately.
The composition of the Force at this time is shown
in Appendix B, attached. A satisfactory agreement
was arrived at between Sir John Maxwell and myself
regarding the delimitations of our respective spheres
of command and the troops to be allotted to him,
The 53rd and s54th Divisions, two mountzd brigades
and a Territorial infantry brigade were permanently
transferred to his command, and certain other units
placed temporarily at his disposal. On 22nd January
General Headquarters opened at Ismailia.

My chief concern was now the defence of the Canal.
TI_Je wo;*k on the stationary defences was backward,
Plﬁicult:e:s of water supply on the east bank were
increased by shortage of piping; labour troubles had
d‘-';lalr":d the progress of roads and railways., Guns had
still to be emplaced, and no part of the front defence
line was actually occupied by troops. Nevercheless, as
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there were no signs of an imminent advance on the
part of the enemy, the question of the stationary
defences caused me no serious anxiety, though every-
thing possible was done to hasten on their completion,
The organisation of the offensive defence, which fime
has proved to be paramount, was, however, a pressing
matter hitherto untouched. Practically nothing had
been done towards the organisation of mobile forces,
The coliection of a large number of riding and transport
camels had to be undertaken at once and a plan of
campaign to be devised, Morcover, time was short,
for it was plain that any offensive on a large scale by
the enemy must be commenced before the middle of
March. For the Force under my command the only
possible line of advance was aloag the northern Line
from Kantars towards Katia and El Arish, and the
task was at once taken up of examining the possibilities
of an offensive on this line and sclving the problem of
maintaining a considerable force at Katia during the
summer months. The result of these investigations
is to be seen in my memorandum of 15th February,
addressed to the Chief of the Imperial General Staff,
in which I stated that the first step towards securing
the true base for the defence of Egypt was an advance
to a suitable position east of Katia and the construction
of a railway to that place. Preparations for this pre-
liminary movement were being actively pushed on, The
construction of the railway began immediately, and it
was anticipated that sufficient camels would be available
to equip a force of one division and one mounted brigade
with camel fransport very shortly. Such a force would,
I then considered, be sufficient to clear and oceupy the
Katia district and to hold the eastern end of it.
Meanwhile, certain changes had already taken
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place in the Force, and others had been foreshadowed,
The 13th Division had been sent to Mesopotamia,
and the rith Division transferred from the gth Corps
in the No. 1 Section to the 15th Corps in the No. 3
Section of the defences, The Sth Army Corps ceased
to exist, and its commander, Lisut.-General Sir Francis
Davies, K.C.B., K,C.M.G., took over command of the
gth Corps on General Byng's departure to England.
Up tiil the middle of February aeroplane recon-
naissance was the only active military operation possible,
owing to the need for reorganising the unils of the
Force and for pushing on the work of laying roads,
pipe-lines and raflways to enable an adequate force
to be maintained on, and beyond, the front lines, The
magnitude of the latter task may be judzed from the
fact that, during rhe period covered by this despatch,
114 miles of road, 54 miles of pipe-lines, and as2
miles of railway* were laid. The work of the Royal
Flying Corps, most actively and gallantiy pursued,
enabled me to keep the enemy's posts at Bir el Has-
sana, Nekhl and El Arish under close observation, and
neither their reports nor those of the equally gallant
and efficient Naval Air Service, which observed by
seaplane the garrisons of southern Syria, showed an
concentration of enemy troops for 2 bi , p
g attack on the
Canal, 01_1 16th February the Russian Army entered
Erzerum, inflicting a heavy defeat on the Turkish
Army opposed to it. Tt seemed Likely then that all the
;nemy’s schemes for attacking the Canal in force must
e o S o s i b v
reduced, werl io o asg 1:1'§ons In Syria were graduaily
estimated that not more than

. .
73 miles af ' 6 zaqps -
N UET, 10 eues of mmztie rauo [ S o
and 90 wiles of Decauvilie, fmatae puge. Bo mites of 4 81" gauge,
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se available for an attack on Egypt/
E‘DD;??:% f:if: 1;351‘ half of Febru:axr"y the worl_{ of re-:nnt-
naissance beyond the front line began in }iaér;es ;
especially in the northern section, where the 15t o 1}‘};;
patrolled as far as Bir el Nuss and Hod ]Em'i ga né
establishing the fact that the country was ali clear e
practicaily deserted. At this period, too, a 1;;(_}11:1 s
sance was undertaken from Tor (see Map 2). hls pcl é
and that of Ras Abu Zeneima (see Map 2y, 1:5-01: :zlnbt 13
Sinaitic coast south of Suez, were then garrm-.i:trmb r Erh
battalion of the Egyptian Army—subsequent }G}, e:l,
14th Sikhs—and had, by arrangement with Genera
Maxwell, come under my direcrmr_l. The reconnais-
sance from Tor was undertaken agawst a concentration
of a small body of the enemy at Wadi _Gmneh, some
miles distant frem the coast. This munar ﬂperatﬂg
was in every way successful, though the e_:nen?jy h‘ad
fled before theit camp was reached, leaving be ‘;ﬂ
their baggage, which :as _de:?;rc:};ed. The troops then
ithoutr further incident. _
rﬁt‘—i;l ;‘dr;:rllthg[arch onwards, the rapid cm!:mrkatmrz
of troops for France depleted nty forces cgnsaderablw{;
During this month the military operations on E’J €
eastern front, if not momentous, were satisfactory. ri
6th March a very gallant and succesaﬂ?l attack on Bir Ei;
Hassana was made by the Royal Flying Corps, Wl‘f.lc
resulted in the destruction of the pumpmng station.
Bomb attacks were made on Nekhl and other places
in Sinai, and on 24th March, B el Hassapa was again
attacked in force with bumbs._ I the northern sector,
the preliminary steps were being taken for the advancde
to Katia. Week by week permanent posts were pushe

H O 8 H Iy . - El.
1 it from War Office 10342 eipber, dated 11.5.78.
' g:i ﬁiﬂﬂx ?.‘f: piving the compatilian af the Force afrer ine departure

of six divisions.

‘the other two secti
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further ahead, special reconnaissances were made with
2 view to testing the water supply, and the broad gauge
railway from Kantara to Katia was being carried forward
as fast as possible. During this month, also, 1 gave
ipstructions to all commanders of sections of the Canal
Defences which considerably modified the original
scheme of defence, as I had taken it over. Starting
from the principle that, owing to evaporation of the
rain pools, it was now impassible for the enemy to
bring up and deploy a larger force than 50,000 men
for a sustained attack against the defences, I laid it
down that the front line of defence east of the Canal
should be looked upon and occupied as an outpost
line, the smallest force appropriate to the circum-
stances being allotted to it, and that all dispositions
should be based on the necessity for providing behind
it the forces necessary for undertaking a mobile defence.
Mobile columnns were organised in each of rhe three
sections. All were to be provided with carne] transport
and with camel convoys that would admit of a radiyg
of action of one day’s march from the Canal in the case
of No. 2 Section, and two days’ march in the case of
_ ions, 1 directed, moreover, that in

each section any troops lefi over after the allotment of
units to the cutpost lnes and the irobile column,
shoulc_I be made sufficiently mobile to operate rapidly
at a distance east of the Canal not exceeding half a day’s
march from road and rail-heads,
5. On 1:1th March I received instructions from the
:.lalt: squreta_ry of State for War that the command of
P$ 10 Egypt was to be reorganised and that I
;ﬁhaep}:mnte[d Genera11 Dfﬁ!:er Commanding-in-Chief
Amperial Forces in this country, which added to

my original command the command held by Genetal
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Sir Tohn Moxwell. The prelirinary detatls for carrying

this change into aperation wete fixed at a conference

with Creneral Faxwell held on 13th March, and on
rgth March I formally tock over the whole command
in Egypt, thus ending a system of dual control which
had of necessity been unsatisfactory, gspecially from
the point of view of economy. By this change I not
only became responsible for the administrarion of
martial faw in Egypt and the maintenance of order
throughout the Nile Valley and Delta, but 1 also
eucceeded to the direction of the operations against
the Senoussi on the western frontier, which had very
appropriately been brought to a triumphant period by
Ceneral Maxwell by his victories which led w the
occupation of Sollum on 14th March, the capture of

Giaafer, the dispersal, with the loss of all his guns, of

Nuri's force, and the recapture from the enemy of go

British prisoners taken by tostile submarines. The

s3rd and s4th Divisions, the North Midland Mounted

Brigade, and other units, including garrison battalions,

were added to my Force, besides the Imperial School
of Instruction at Zeitoun. The unification of the com-
mand in Egypt made large economies in staff possible,
and these were carried out at onde, The Levant Base
Jso ceased to exist, General Sir Edward Altham,
K.C.B., remaining 3as Inspector - General of Com-
raunications. The work of reorganising the forces and
staffs for the Delta and Western Frontier Force was
pushed on as fast as possible, 1 decided to keep General
Headquarters at Ismailia, and to establish at Cairo a
Ceeneral Officer Commanding the Delta District, who
would also act as Commander of Lines of Communi-
cation Defences. For operations on the west I formed
a2 Western Fromtier Force, divided into two sections,
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a north-western and a south-western, divid {
drawn east and west through Darut' i ghzfif?y';hﬁ:
staffs and forces were dedfinitely established and at
::‘:rktbjr l:st l;ﬁprll. The whole force under my command
Towaro;s ﬂtl e néame of Egyptian Expeditionary Force.
fowa e end of Marr:h,‘ at the request of the Sirdar
undertock the responsibility for the defence of thé
rce:ch_of the Nﬂe_ between Assuan and Wadi Halfa,
thiptam F, H. Mitchell, R.N,, D.5.0., was sent for
§ purpose to make all arrangements for ed
naval patrol of this reach. o
Wﬂ?:mf]:h I‘n.ilne?rc:h, rCapta:'n- H.R.H, the Prince of
Wales ¢ _1;1;:- us duties as Staff Captain on my Staff
2 nAmSg St;ﬁ his departure from Egypt on 1st May, ’
wﬁtém frnnt;l az the conduct of operations on the
n fro e:.rh evolved upon e, I tock steps, in
bmnsulest quntﬁ;t 'the vanious officers who were then
of thouar ef with t}xe situation, to estimate the size
oo de:l E: orces with which I should have to deal
Socl to de bmm;i the pnhc},ri along this front of ove:;
ey f:: :, ch the Nile Valley could best be
2t my disposs glpeared from the information placed
the ot oo at the Se‘noussi forces, spread over
as cortain b t:rnhdesert, did not exceed 3,000, and it
shaken by Sir E_'lj'o 11; ¢ enemy’s moral had heen S:E‘verel
tions, T chiefn;-I Maxwell’s recent successfiyl operaf
had 1o guaed. e angers, therefore, against which 1
theustirring u}r of nai&aerﬁﬂgilsdtshi:f on the Nile Yalley,
S were incii
e edipesed tovards the Senos, and e s
€ Nile Valley and W,
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Had it been possible, the best way of attaining this
end would have been the occupation of the Siwa Quasis,
which is the focus of all the routes between the Nile
Valley north of Assuatt and the west, With the Siwa
Oasis in our hands, the retirement of enemy forces east
of Siwa would have been practically certain, thus
eliminating any menace against the Nile Valley and
Delta. However, 1 was advised that it would be 1m-
possible to undertake this operation unless it could be
successfully carried through within three weeks from
the beginning of April. For an operation requiring
most careful preparation and organisation, this time
was all too short, and 1 reluctantly came to the con-
clusion that it must be deferred for the present, though

T kept under consideration the question of extending
the coast railway from Dhabba to Mersa Matruh, and
from there eventually to Siwa, So far as the extreme
aorth-west was concerned, the state of affairs was such
s to relieve me of all anxiety. Mersa Matruh and
Sollum had been reoccupied, and, as these are the only
Egyptian harbours west of Alexandtia, their occupation,
together with the patrol of the coast undertaken by
the Navy, was likely to prevent the enemy from re-
ceiving arms, ammunition, of other assistance from
hostite submarines within the area under British control.
As regards the security of the Nile Valley and Delta,
at the mament when I tock over command, this was
only provided for by the occupation of Wadi Natron
with patrols 45 miles out to Hammame and Moghara,
the occupation of the Fayum in considerable force, and
the posting of small detachmenis of troops along the

Nile as far south as Assuan. The question to be

determined was whether Moghara and the westerly

oases, Baharia, Farafra, Dakhla and Kharga, through
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one or more of which any enemy raids would hav
pass, should be denied to the }ernem}r by Dccttil;;;cfz
on our part. The conclusion to which I came was that
the western defence of Egypt could be fully secured by
;1:1; occupation of Moghara, the Baharia Qasis and the
Kk :rrga (g;is;s, and that any danger to the Nile Valley
: een ya and Girga could be met by subsequently
clearing the Dakhla Oasis of enemy troops and main-
Ela;mng 12 smat_Il force abolut Assiut ready to move up or
Stmw;:d ;n e raﬂm}: as might be required, I gave in-
mandings tliccu;?mngly to the_ General Officer Com-
dfspositinnsef estern ‘Frm%ner Force to make his
ppositions. or occupymg, in the order named, the
Dﬁa S, I‘ﬂlogham, and the Baharia Qasis,
oty Ibsilﬂﬂprﬂ the Kharga Oasis, which had pre-
ey been reported by aerial reconnaissance and
oo iigci " § te be clear of the enemy, was occupied
by b o entl.i The movement of troops was effected
o numhmg ght railway, and by the 18th April a
in Dasiser'll"nfi 1,660 of all ranks was concentrated
A e 1 s force, commanded by Lieut,-Colonel
. {,‘rf'E f'zm_:i Lovat's Scouts, consisted of otle
Came! Trans i}'}:tlan Army Cavalry, a company of the
Dismoaatos § 1t Corps, three regiments of the and
Singapore M;ﬁ:?ﬁ EBEECUUII of the Hoag Roog and
I Dattery, a detachment of the

Royal Flying C 1
Find Congy fn?, t;‘;:]n;:s, and a section of the Cheshire

o \
e -;:I::c;g?e da?éh Aptil the small casis of Moghara
y Pipied ¥ a force congisting of the and Com-
perial Camel Corps and the Denbighshir

unted) under the C{}mmaid lf)?

Lieut.-
eut.-Colonel A, H. O, Lloyd, M.V.O., commanding

Shr 1
opshire Yeomanry, based at El Amaid station on
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the WMariut railway.
been constructed.

A strongly entrenchi.f:d post has
The occupation of this post hgs
materially assisted in preventing the p_assage: gf df:gies
stuffs from the Nile Valley to the w_ast, an 1 denis
the water to 2ny encmy force attempting fo

direction. '
e Bﬁ;a; April freguent raiFls and racoztﬂlss%rtl;e;;%
chiefly with a view 0 capturing conceale ep;ﬂnt:
Jmmunition, were undertaken on the gesﬁeﬁ ront -
in these enterprises our armoured a:;} %}1 oo
cars have been of inestimable value. On gth £ :i:l oy
detachment of four armc-ure;l tr:ﬁrs,za;;i;mi;;]édlﬂex
ine-gun section © e
g:gi;n:i cmgldu:ted a rajlcl from ISollum ﬁﬂ?:ﬂ a;;
ammunition depdt at Moraisa, ;8 rmiles nort Cwet o
Sollum. After a very slight resistance _frcnm t rfﬁ fmaui
of 30 Muhafzia, 21 boxes of 8.9 cenumfetre fantels
gun amunition and 120,000 rounds © smah arm
ammunition were taken and degtroyed. On ;dIt IEI !
2 mator-car reconnaissance found and remov Iinr; s
and 7,000 rounds of small armg ammunition soEd c;r
miles west of Sollum. On z;rd‘ﬁ.prﬂ at armmg L car
reconnaissance from Sollum discovered and frn Iﬁ ¢
in 140,000 rounds of small arms arrnmumnfln ;1; o @
concealed depdt. On the 3oth April a furt e:rS u,um
rounds were discovered and bmgght in 'mI 2‘ :;

During this month, also, four prisoners, mcfu I\gf :

Turkish officer, were captured 6o miles west o yEi

and two small camel convoys were captured z_ml;arf }

Amaid, The light-car patrols were respousibie 10

es, _ ‘

- ;%ﬁ];ui?r?;ufhe month of April, rrfacnnnmssaml:e :;:;:

active all along the eastern front, with the ;:.esu tf b2

by the middle of the month zll water supphies of any
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importatice within 30 miles of the Canal were patrotled
by our tracps, and mobile columns were ready to go
out and deal with enemy parties approaching them, or,
in the event of serious threat, to demolish the rock
aisterns. In No. 1 Section, on z20th April, a patrol fram
Bir Mabeiuk came in contact with an enemy patrol,
50 strong, on the sand-hills near the mouth of the
Wadi um Hamatha, some 18 miles W.S.W, of Suez. A
squadron and 50 rifles endeavoured to cut the enemy off,
but he at once retired and scatrered among the hills,
Qur casualties were two men killed, On 23rd April and
the following days, four columns, each composed of
mounted troops and infantry, carried out reconnais-
sances of the approaches from the west to Ain Sudr

and Sudr el Heitan, The columns returned to their

respective posts on 26th April.

In No. z Section, on 27th March, the and Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Army Corps came into
existence on the departure of the st Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps to France., The Corps was
commanded by Lieur-Ceneral Sjr Alexander Godley,
K:C}M.G., C.B., and consisted of the 4th Australian
Diivision, commanded by Major-General Sir 4. V. Cox,
K.CM.G.,, C.B., CS8.1, the yth Australian Division
commanded by Major-General the Hon, T. M:u:(:lzty1
v.D., H{Jd the Anzac Mounted Division, cnmmaudmi
by Major-General H. G. Chauvel, CB, C.0.Go

(attached). In this section, the wells '
) , at Moiya Harab
and Wadi um Muksheib havin '
g been brou
regular patrolling area, F o the

: a very successtul reconnaissanee
to Bir el Jifjaffa was carried :

‘ cut between 11th and
April, The ttoops for o

this enterprise were 3 squadron
of the gth Australiyy Light Horse Regiment, accom-

panied by a detachnient of Bikanir Camet Corps, and
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commanded by Major Scott, 1.5.0,, oth Australf'an
Light Horse, The objective was 52 miles from t}_m starting
poine, and a jumping-oft place for the attack, eight miles
south-west of the objective, was reached at 2.30 a.m. on
13th April. From here an attack was launched by three
troops upon the enemy’s position at g a.m. The enemy,
cut off in their attempted retreat by the right flanking
party of the attack, stood at bay on one of the hills
above the village, and lost six men killed and five
wounded before surrendering, One Austrian leutenant
of enginesrs and 33 other prisoners were captured, our
own casualties being one man and one horse killed.
The destruction of the enemy’s camp was thoroughly
carried ouf, a quantity of correspondence was taken,
and the elaborate well-boring plant, which had been at
work for five months, was completely demolished. The
manner in which this operation was carried out was
mast creditable both to the commander of the column,
and to all ranks composing it.

In conjunction with this reconnaissance, a mounted
column was sent out in No. 1 Section to reconnoitre
Bir el Giddi and the roads leading east from it. This
fotce satisfactonly accomplished its mission, and, after
an encounter with a hostile patrel, captured unwounded
three armed Arabs.

In the Katia District, where alone there is sufficient
water supply to maintain a large body of troops, pre-
liminaries to the accomplishment of cur ultimate aim
—-the permanent occupation of the well-watered zone
radiating 15 miles east and south-gast of Katia—were
steadily pushed on. On 2nd April, a squadron of the
Gloucestershire Hussars under Lieut.~Colonel Yorke,
with a detachment of Bikanir Camel Corps, recon-
noitred Bir el Abd, some 15 miles east of Kata, met

3%
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with no resistance, and burnt some tents and stores
belonging to the etiemy. On the following day, Bir
el Mageibra, 10 miles south-east of Katia, was recon-
noitred by the Worcestershire Yeomanry. On the 6th
Apri}, Brigadier-General E. A. Wiggin, commanding
th;e 5th Mouated Brigade, tock command of the Katia
District, and was made responsible direct to the head-
quarters of No. 3 Section.

On gth April, a further reconnaissance of Bir el
Abd was undertaken by a squadron of Worcestershire
Yeomapry. This time a strong party of enemy were
found in possession of a ridge north-east of Bir el Ahd,
A sharp skirmish ensued when the Yeomanry attacked,
and the enemy was driven eastwards from his position,
but, owing to the heaviness of the sand, it was impossible
for our cavalry to keep up the attack, and, after easily
fending off an attempt at a flank atrack, they withdrew
unmolested. On rath April, on orders being received
far General Horne to proceed to France, Major-General
the Hon. H. A. Lawrence took over the command of
Nf:._g Section, still retaining command of the sand
Dhvision. The 15th Army Corps at the same time
ceased to exist,

By the 215t April, the railway towaeds Katia had
reached a point upon which a serfous advance to hold
the wl'_mle :_iistrict could be based, a5 soon as the neces-
sary dispositions could be made. On the 231d, however
the enemy attempted to forestall any such advance b ;
makmg a sudden raid in foree upon Katia, Ti'u'{::r

:E;;‘:gn; rillﬂugg ;emparatively small forces were

* uced the 1 1
by tﬂhe force under my {:S:;E:jdﬁghtmg yet expenienced
. 9. On arst April, the 5th I:?Ir::-unted Bripade were
disposed as follows ;—the Worcestershire Yeﬁ?nanry at
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Katia, the Warwickshire Yeomanry, less one squadron,
at Bir el Hamisah, three miles S.5.W. of Kartia, and
Brigade Headquarters and the Gloucestershire Yeo-
manry at Romani, six miles N.W. of Katia. General
Wiggin, commanding the Brigade, had received orders
to dispese his Brigade in the Katia District in such
4 manner as to protect all railway, topographical and
water survey parties, with special attention to the
exploitation. of the water supply ; also to observe the
route eastwards towards Bir el Abd, but not to take
any serious offensive measures without further orders.
Tt had also been impressed on General Wiggin by the
General Officer Commanding No. 3 Section, that, since
it would take two days to reinforce him with infantry,
he was, in the event of a heavy attack, to mangeuvre
back upon Bir el Dueidar, 13 miles from Kantara on
the Katia road, or upon the rail-head near Bir ¢l Arais,
some seven miles N.W. of Katia. On the evening of
the 21st, one squadron of Worcestershire Yeomanry
moved into bivouac at Oghratina, seven miles E.N.E.
of Katia, to cover an R.E. party detailed to prepare
wells. On the 2and another squadron of Worcestershire
Yeomanry proceeded to Oghratina, being replaced in
Katia by a squadron of Gloucestershire Yeotnanty,
pending the arrival of one regiment of the Anzac
Mounted Division, which had been ordered up from
Salihiva (see Map 2) so as to reach Katia on the 24th,
The remainder of the 2nd Australian Light Horse
Brigade was marching to arrive at Kantara on the 23rd,
In Katia the squadron of Gloucestershire Yeomanry
was covered by good itrenches for some 50 or So men,
and a number of smaller shelters afforded good cover.
Their horses were picketed close to their camp.
The officer commanding the twe squadrons of
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Worcestershire Yeomanry at Oghratina had been told
to push on entrenchment as far as possible, and it
was General Wiggin's intention that these squad-
rons, if attacked in farce, should retire on Katia and
thence, if necessary, on Romani, with their left fank
covered by the Gloucestershire Yeomanry and their
right by the Warwickshire Veomanry from Bir el
Hanusah,

On the morning of the agrd, both posts stood to
arms at 4 a.m., and I have ascertained thai patrols had
gone out by that hour, though those at Oghratina were
probably much hampered by a thick fog.

On the 22nd April the Royal Flying Corps reported
to No. 3 Section that new bodies of enemy troops were
at Bir_ ¢l Bayud, 15 miles E.S.E. of Katia, and Bir el
Mggn_nbra, ten miles S.E. of Katia. Upen receipt of
tius information, General Wiggin obrained leave from
General Officer Commanding No. 3 Section to attack
the_ﬁnemy at Bir el Mageibra that night, reporting that
ke intended to use two squadrons of Warwickshire, and
the one remaining squadron of Worcestershire Yeo-
manry. General Wiggin, with Lieut.~Colonel Coventry,
curn_manding the Worcestershute Yeomanry, accom-
panied the raid to Bir el Mageibra. Finding very few
enemy, they destroyed the camp and returned to Bir el
H-s_tm:sah about ¢ aum. on the 23rd with six Turkish
prisonters, In the meantime the post at Oghratina was
attacked at 5.30 am. This attack was repulsed. No
furthe:.r Information was received from the officer com-
manding at_Dghratim until 7a.m., when he reported that
he was again heavily attacked on all sides. ‘This astack
carnied the post, all the garrison of which were either

lfulled, wounded, or caprured. No details of the fight-
ing have, therefore, been obtainable, Katia itself was
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attacked about g.30 am. Lieut.-Colonel Coventry was
detached with one squadron of Worcestershire Yeomanry
from General Wiggin's Force to operate towards Katia.
Unfortunately, this squadron became involved in the
unsuceessful resistance of the Katia Garrison, and, with
the exception of some 6o men and one officer who were
able to disengage themselves, fell with it into the hands
of the enemy. I have therefore been able to gather
no detailed information of the actual fighting at
Katia.

General Wiggin and Colonel Vorke, commanding
the Gloucestershire Yeomanry at Romani, both showed
great judgment in dealing with the situation, and did
all that was possible with their smal! forces against the
enemy force of about 2,500 with four guns of small
calibre, General Wiggin pushed forward from Hamisah
north-east against the enemy’s left, south of Um Ugba,
and drove him back for about a mile ; the advance was
slow owing to the nature of the ground and the deter-
mined resistance encountered. Colonel Yorke, after
hearing that Dueidar was safe, moved his whole force
at 10 a.an. to attack the enemy's right advancing on
Katia. He skilfully drove the Turkish right back to
El Rabah, and caused their guns to shift their position
further east, The enemy gave ground slowly, and,
since by 3.30 p.m. it was evident that Katia had faflen,
General! Wigpin determined to fall hack; he himself
retired on Dueldar by way of Hamisah, Colonel Yorke
on Romani: neither was followed, MMeanwhile, at
5.30 a.m. a Turkish force 1,000 strong with one oun,
advancing from the south, artacked Dueidar, the most
advanced defensible post, which was held by 100 men
of the sth Battalien, Royal Scots Fusiliers, under the
command of Captain Roberts, 5th Battalion, Royal
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Scots Fusiliers. This officer, who throughout showed
conspicuous skill and ability, succeeded in repelling
two determined attacks on the position at 6.30 am.
and 8.30 a.n. respectively, Both attempts cost the
enemy dear. At ¢.30 amt reinforcements of two
companies, 4th Royal Scots Fusiliers, under the com-
mand of Major Thompson, gth Eattalion, Royal Scots
Fusiliers, who hzd been despatched from Hill 70,
sevetl miles away, on the first news of the attack, arrived
at Dueidar. The various pasts were strengthened, and
a counter-attack, delivered at ra.go p.m. with great
spirit, forced the enemy to retire, leaving 30 prisoners
in our hands and 70 dead. The Turks were pursued in
their retreat by the sth Australian Light Horse, who
had only arrived at Kantara at 1 p.m., and by aero-
planes, thereby suffering further loss. Besides the three
and a half squadrons of yeomanry and details lost at
Katia and Oghratina, our casualties on the 23rd were
2 officers and 18 men killed, 4 officers and 21 men
wounded. Aeroplane reconnaissance on the evening
of the 23rd established the fact that the enemy force,
which included a large body of picked Turkish regular
troops, wag already retiring, At dawn on the 24th, eight
machines of the 5th Wing, Royal Flying Corps, made a
bomb and machine-gun attack from 2 low altitude on
the enemy troops left in Katia, causing very heavy
casua!tzes and completely destroying the camp, One
machine also located and attacked a large body of
enemy at Bir ¢l Abd, and located another party retiring
oft Bir Bayud, On the morning of the 25th, further
bomb and machine-gun attacks were made by the
RPYHJ Flying Corps on enemy forces at Bir ] Abd and
Bir Bayud. Both attacks were extremely successful,
working great havoe among men and animals. T cannot
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speak too highly of the admirable work done by the
sth Wing, Roval Flying Corps, during these few days.
The strain thrown on pilots and maclines was very
heavy, and the former displayed the utmost gallantry
and resource on all occasions. Chiefly through their
efforts the enemy wes made to pay a very heavy price
for his partially successful raid. The general situation
in front of No. 3 Section was not affected by these
operations, Our cavalry continued to patrol the Katia
district, which was now practically elear of the enemy,
while our infantry posts at Dueidar and Romam were
strengthened, and the railway towards Romani was
pushed on with all speed.

g. After 16th January, when General Sarrail assumed
supreme contral of the operations of the Allied Forces
at Salenica, the British Force there, commanded by
Lieut~General Sir B, T. Mahen, K.CV.0., C.B.,
D.8.0., only remained under my control for adminis-
trative pirposes, From the beginning of January to
the end of April, no active operations of impottance
took place, The general line of defences remained
practically unaltered. Some 200 miles of deep trenches,
including communication trenches, 710 emplacements
for guns, 230 reduits or strong posts, 100 miles of
obstacles (barbed wire) and 1,300 miles of telegraph
cable have been completed ; andd the defences as a
whole are now quite ready for cccupation should the
situation demand it,

On the 1ath January, the railway bridge at Demir
Hissar and smaller bridges near Kilindir were destroyed
by the French. On the 28th January, Kara Burun Fort,
covering the entrance to Salonica Harbour, was occupied
by Allied troops, the Greek garrison merely protesting.
During February, excepting two air raids, which caused
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considerable damage in the town and in the French
main depdt, nothing of interest occurred.  Lhuring
March and April the French gradually pushed detach-
ments forward towards the frontier, and by the end of
April had, roughiy, a brigade of cavalry, five or six
brizades of infantry, and a proportion of artillery
distributed along a line from about Snevce to about
Kara Sinanci. Detachments of French troops were
also posted at various points along the Monastir railway
line ; and British yeomanry squadrons were detached
to near Orfano, to Ordjak and to Kopriva, At Genessl
Sarrail's request, British troops took over a poriion of
this advanced line, namely that between the hills west
of the Spanc valley on the right and the Sarigol-Doiran
railway on the left. For this purpose the 7th Mounted
Brigade, followed by an infantry and an artillery brigade,
and later by a second infantry brigade, were employed.
The headquarters of the British sector is at Kukus,
Artillery duels and constant petty skirmishing have
takenr place with the enemy along the advanced line,
and a number of prisoners and deserters have been taken,
The Allied casualties have been very slight. Mean-~
while the enemy forces have been mainly engaged in
establishing a series of defensive works on their frontier
line, on all possible lines of approach thereto, and on
the voast: also in extensively improving their lines
of cemmunication in all directions, by which means
the transport to the frontier of heavy artillery has
become practicable., By the end of April, the total
enemy forces, extending from WMonastir to Xanthi,
were about 8 Bulgarian divisions and 7 German regi-
ments, ar, roughly, 220,000 rifles, Along the Allied
front bet'l:vee:n Huma and the Struma river, the frontier
was confinually crossed by small enemy detachments,
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some of which definitely established themselves over
the frontier.

Since the deportation in December last of the enemy
consuls and their adherents, the activity of enemy
agents in and around Salonica has very sensibly dimin-
ished ; but, so long as the administration of Salonica
and the surrounding country remains in the hands of
the Greeks, the position is a difficult one to grapple
with. Increased pressure has, however, been brought
to bear on the Greeks lately, and, in certain cases,
the Allied authorities have assutned a more extensive
control, More stringent measures, for instance, have
been taken for the removal of undesirable persons from
Salonica and for the rtestriction of traffic across the
Allied defended zone., The enemy espionage organ-
isations outside the zone of Allied occupation have been
working with considerahle vigour ; but the capture,
on the 27th April, by our yeomanry, of the German
Consul at Drama, who wag director of the enemy
organisation in Macedonia, has had a restramning effect
upon these hostile agencies.

As in Egypt, so in Salonica the administrative work
has been extremely heavy., At the outset the state of
the communications was very unsatisfactory. There
were only two metalled roads leading to our lings, both
in a shocking state of repair; the few existing tracks
soan became impassable in wet weather for everything
except pack animals. The construction and repair of
roads had, therefore, to proceed simultaneously with
the preparation of the defences. Roads in the forward
area were all begun by the troops themselves, and all
ranks worked admirably, the men thoroughly recog-
nising the importance of the matter. Later, it was
found possible to orpanise local civilian labour com-
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panies, who have largely been emploved to complete
and muaintain the road work begun by the troops.
Altogether about go miles of new metalled cart-roads
have been constructed and 1os miles of inule-tracks,
besides some €o miles of repairs done to previously
existing roads and tracks, Railway extensions leading
to the various depdts on the Monastir road, with the
necessary sidings, have been constructed, and Decauville
lines laid within the depdts themselves. Preparations
have been made for further extensions. Another great
difficulty, that of insufficient wharfage accommeodation,
has been met by the construction of new piers in the
bay ftself and at Skala Stavros. These have reduced
the congestion to an appreciable extent and fully
justified the labour and expense invelved.

The supply system, though hindered at first by the
state of the comrmunications and by the fact that the
equipment cf the force with a special scale of transport
was only in process of gradual completion, has worked
with uninterrupted success. The health of the troops
has been excellent, all ranks having benefited by hard
physical work in goed climatic conditions. In view of
the approach of summer, when malaria is likely to
prevail in certain districts through which our line
passes, special precautions have been taken for the
PfDPE:::tion of the troops, amd, where possible, alternative
positions prepared.

Throughout the period the importance of training
the troeps has been insisted upon. At first one day
WEE]:II}" was devoted to training as opposed to read-
making or work on the defences, This proportion has
gtadually risen to four days weekly, excluding one day
of rest. "T'wo considerations have been kept in view
throughout—the possibility of a return to ordinary
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trench warfare, and that of more open warfare in the
Ballans, At the end of April General Mahon reparted
that discipline was good, that all ranks remained keen
and cheerful and that in the first four months of this
year the efficiency of the Salopica Army as a whole,
including all services and departments, had been
doubled.

On gth May, under orders from the War Office,
Lieut.-General G. F. Milne, CB., D.5.0., succeeded
Lieut.—-General Sir Brvan Mahon, K.CV.0., C.B.,
D.S.0Q., in command of the Salonica Army. General
IMahon sailed on the same date to take up command of
the Western Frontier Force in Egypt,

By s5th May the British detachment in advance of
Salonica consisted of the 7th Mounted Brigade and the
22nd Division, the whole detachment being placed on
this date under the command of Major-General the
Hon. F, Gordon, C.B., D.5.0, Commanding 22nd
Division, Nothing of importance occurred till 27th
MMay, when an enemy force of all artns advanced across
the frontier and occupied the Greek fortress of Rupel
without opposition from the garrison, Subsequently
the enemy occupied the high ground north and east of
Demir Hissar, but have advanced no further. During
the month the enemy have displayed increasing artil-
lery activity from the direction of Doiran, but otherwise
no active operations, except encounters between patrols,
have taken place on the Salonica front.

io. Towards the end of April I was informed by
the War Office that, in order to detain as many Turkish
troops as possible on the coast of Asia Minor, steps had
already been taken to give the enemy the impression
that a large force was to be concentrated in Cyprus for
landing operations in Syria or Asia Minor. I was
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instructed, in consuleation with the Naval authorities,
to do what was possible to further this impression. 1
accordingly sent to Cyprus Major [(temp. Lieut.-
Colonel) H. Needham, then A.Q.BMLG., gth Army
Corps, with two other staff officers, and the 2and
Garrison Battalion, The Rifle Brigade. My instructions
to Lieut.-Colonel MNeedham—that by every possible
means it should be made to appear that this was the
advance party of a much larger force—were most
efficiently carried out, and the objects of this feint were
successfully attained.

Early in May the Royal Naval Division was ordered
to proceed to Prance, and I received instructions to
send two garrison bartalions with certain artillery and
engineer personnel to relieve this division in garri-
soning the islands of Lemnos, Imbros and Tenedos.
The 2nd Garmson Bartalion, King's Liverpocol Regi-
ment, was sent from Egypt, and was joined later by the
garrison battalion which had just completed its special
mission in Cyprus. Brigadier-General F. W. B. Gray,
C.M.G., D.5.0.,, was put in command of the istands,
being under my orders for tactical purposes, and under
the Salonica Army for administrarion.

11, In Egypt during the month of May there was
10 major operation to recerd, Intelligence received
early in the month showed that the Turks had materi-
ally increased their numbers in Sinai, doubtless with
the view of detaining troops in Egypt. The enemy’s
main concentrations were too far away for me ta strike
at them, and T was in hopes that he might be induced
to cross the barrier of hills whick extends from north
to south some sixty miles from the Canal: he would
then have been exposed to attack with the defiles

behind him. However, he made no such advance, and,
c
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duting the hot weather in the middle of May thete
were indications that he was drawing in his advanced
posts. On the 8th and 2:st May, enemy aircraft
attacked Part Said with bombs, doing no materia
damage. On the first occasion 3 civilians were wounded ;
on the second, 2 civilians were killed, 5 seldiers and 13
civilians were wounded., In each case the aitack was
answered by prompt and successful retaliation by the
Royal Flying Corps. In all sections of the eastern
front, reconnaissances were freguent, particularly in
Na. 5 Section, to which were now allotted three brigades
of the Anrac Mounted Division. During the month
the Mahemdia-—Romani district has been occupied in
some force, and at a conference held on 17th May, at
which General Lawrence, commanding No. 3 Section,
was present, further decisions regarding the occupation
of the Katia district were arrived at. [ considered that
it would not be essential to carry and maintain a line of
communication right through this distriet to its eastern
limit, but that if the railway wete pushed out to the
latitude of Um Ugba, two miles east of Katia, and a
strong defensive position were maintained in front of
the rail-head, control of the eastern portion of the
district could be satigfactorily maintained by our mobile
troops operating from the advanced defensive position.
General Lawrence was, therefore, instructed to prepare
a strong defensive position, facing east, astride of the
Kattao—E! Arish road, between Um Ugba and Hed el
Reshafat, this position to be designed for about 4,000
infantry and sufficient mounted troops to ensure the
efiective control of the country to the east, as far as
Bir el Abd. A second position, designed for 2,000
infantry and proportionate mounted troops, was to be
selected and prepared by General Lawrence to cover
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Romani and Mahemdia. I also directed that the works
at Dueidar were to be extended and improved to
accommodate a garrison of between soo and 1,000
infanrry, and that the main railway line should be
catried on from Romani to the rear of the advanced
posttion near Um Ugba,

During the month several successful reconnals-
sances to the east were made by the Anzac Mounted
Division, which proved itself a unit upon which I
could absolutely depend to display energy, resource
and endurance. On the 8th May, starting early from
Oghratina, the and Light Horse Brigade reconnoitred
to Bir el Abd with patrols pushed ot to Hod Salmana.
On the 16th May, a day of intense heat, the same
brigade, starting from Hod e] Sagia, five miles E.S.E.
of Katia, reached Hod el Bayud, 15 miles on in the
=ame direction, at 7 a.m. Camels and dismounted men
were seen making off in a north-easterly direction.
The enemy's camp was destroyed, and one prisoner,
36 camels and a quantity of ammumtion were brought
., The reconnaissance returned to Katia, having
covered 6o miles in 30 hours. During this titne the
Canterbury Mounted Rifles went out to Bir Abu el
Afein, cavering 40 miles in 30 hours,

On the 18th May a very successful bombardment
of El Arish from the sea and the air was carried out. A
sloop and two monitoss of His Majesty's Navy hom-
barded the town, reducing the fort S.W. of the town to
ruins, and damaging the aerodrome, The seaplanes of
the Royal Naval Air Service then attacked with bombs,
being followed later by six machines of the Royal Flying
Corps, who had orders to attack any enemy aircraft
that appeared, and to bomb the enemy's camp and
rroops. The camps were effectively bombed, and three
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bambs exploded in the middle of a body of a thousand
men who were on the march south of the town. A
close reconnaissance of El Arish from the air was made,
and many valuable photographs taken at the same time.
All ships and aircraft returned safely. On sand May
the Royal Flying Corps carried out a highly effective
bormbardment of all enemy camps on a 45-mile front,
roughly parallel to the Canal, during which severe
damage was done to the waterworks at Bir Rodh Salem,
and to buildings at Bir el Hamma and Bir el Mazar.
On 23rd May the and Auvstralian Light Horse Brigade
reconnoitred Hod el Gedadia, 15 miles east of Katia,
where shots were exchanged with a patrol of 40 men on
camels, who retired. Finaily, on 315t May, the New
Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade, one regiment of
Australian Light Horse, and a sub-section of the Ayr-
shire Battery, R.HL.A., attacked the enemy’s post at
Bir Salmana, 20 miles EN.E. of Katia, The post was
surrounded before dawn, and an enemy post on the
Ganadil road was rushed, while a camel detachment
was seen making off to the south-east. The enemy lost
15 men killed and two men captured. Our cavalry
pursued till § a.m., when the pursuit was taken up by
aeroplanes which bombed scattered parties with effect,
killing 20 camels and 8 more men., The force returned,
having covered 60 miles in 36 hours besides fighting an
engagement. Lhe only cagualties were two men slightly
wotnded.

Towards the end of the month, orders having been
received for the embarkation in June of the 4th and 5th
Australian Divisions to France with the Headguarters
of the and Australian and New Zealand Army Cotps,
preparations were made to relieve them in No. 2 Section.
One brigade of the 53rd Division was moved to this
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section, and I directed the General Officer Commanding
sard Division to be prepared to asstune comriand of
No. 2 Section on the approaching departure of Lieut.-
General Sir Alexander Godley.

On the western front during May, prelinunary
measures for the occupation of the Baharia Qasis have
heen in progress. A line of blockhouses has been estab-
lished along the Darb el Rubi, which runs due west
from Samalut on the Nile. Four blockhouses were com-
pleted and occupied by 23rd May. Work on the two
remaining blockhpuses has been postponed till the rail-
way has reached a point where it can materially assist
irt the supply of stores ; this should be about the end
of June. From the most advanced blockhouse it is now
possible to reconnoitre as far as the Moharig sand-dunes,
some 8o rmles west of Samalut. The difheulty of main-
tainirtg such a line in a waterless desert subject to
frequent and severe sand-storms has not been small,
but all ranks have worked well and with great keenness.

The enemy has a small body of troops, under the
command of Nuri, collected on the Libyan side of the
frontier west of Sollum, but as yet he has not openly
displayed his intentions. Two bactalions of Italian
troops landed at WMoraisa (west of Sollum)} during the
month and have coccupied Bardia. Fhe relations be-
tween the Italian and British Commanders on the
frontier are excellent, but military co-operation has
been rendered difficult by the instructions of the Italian
Government fo the commander at Bardia. Negotiations
are now in progress which, I hope, will remove the
difficulties, The area berween Sollum and Barrani
{west of Sollum) has been cleared of the Bedouin
population, and, though it has been impossible entirely
to prevent communication between the Bedouins and
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Siwa, the energy of our patrols, according to numerous
reports, is successfully restricting the entry of food
supplies into Siwa.

By means of patrols of Imperial Camel Corps and
motor-cars, commiugication berween rhe oases occupied
by the enemy and the Nile Valley and Delta has been
rendered almost impossible. In particular, the camel-
patrolling from Kharga towards Dakhla and Beris has
been carriad out most efficiently by No. r Impetiai
Camel Company umder especially trying conditions.
The Farafra, Baharia, Moghara, and Wadi Natron
fronts have also been controlled with great vigilance.

The Aulad Al wribes in Egyptian territory are now
all west of Barrami, excepr for a receiving camp at
Sollumn, Markets have been established for the szle of
food at Sollum, Mersa Matrish, Dhabba, EI Ham-
tname, and Wadi Natron, where they are allowed to
purchase what is necessary for their daily needs, This
restricts indiscriminate movement to the west of to
~ the Delta.

In spite of the accupation, during very hot weather,
of so many advanced posts in the desert or on its edge,
I am glad to report that the health of the troops
has been remarkably good. I much regret, however,
that General Sir Bryan Mahon, shortly after his arrival
in this country to take up the command of the Western
Frontier Force, had to be invalided home, owing to
severe sunstroke. In the meantime Major-General
A, G. Daillas, C.B.,, Commarding s3rd Division, has
continued, with great ability, in temporary command of
that force.

12, I beg to acknowledge, with great respect, the
valuable assistance I have received from His Highness
the Sultan of Egypt. He has with great kindness placed
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at my disposal his unrivalled knowledge of affairs affect-
ing his country,

To His Excellency the High Commissioner, Lieut.-
Colonel Sir A. H. McMahon, G.CV.0, K.C.IE,
C.5.L, and to the Government of Egypt, I owe a deep
debt of gratitude for whole-hearted co-operation and
help,

I am very greatly indebted to Vice-Admiral Sir R. E.
Wemyss, K.C.B., C.M.G., M.V.0,, and the naval forces
under his command for constant assistance and active
co-Operation.

The construction of roads, waterworks, and kindred
tasks in connection with the Canal Defences, which 1
have described to you, owe their accomplishment, in a
very large measure, to the admurable services of Colonel
Sir Murdoch Macdenald, K.C.M.G., of the Public
Works Department of Egypt. His wide experience and
capacity have been an Indispensable asset to me in
dealing with these important problems.

I am particularly indebted to the Railway Depart-
ment, under Colonel Sir George Macauley, K.C.M.G.,
Reserve of Officers, Royal Engineers, for the highly
successful manner in which railway communication has
been carried on under great difficulties. 'The move-
ment of a large number of troops and impedimenta of
an army has severely taxed the capacity of the railway,
and has put a great strain on its staff. That it never
failed to accomplish what was desired is duc to the
high efficiency this departmen: has attained, and
to the personal exertions of Colonel Sir George
Macauley, :

1 wish to bring to your notice the very responsible
and important duties that have failen to my Director
of Army Signals, Brigadier-General M, G. E. Bowman-
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Manifcld, D.5.0., R.E., and to the admirable way in
which he has discharged them.

Military operations on the two fronts have been
spreadt over a very wide front, amounting to clese on
1,000 miles in the west and go miles in the east. Prompt
and reliable intercommunication hag been a matter
of wital importance.

In the sucecessful achievement of this I beg also to
bring to vour notice the services of the Egyptian
Telegraph Department, under Lieut.~-Colonel J. S.
Liddell, I.3.0., Royal Engineers, and to express my
thanks to the Eastern Telegraph Company and the
Telephone Company of Egypt, who have given my
Director of Army Signals unceasing valuabie help.

I beg to bring to notice the valuable services rendered
to the Canal Defences by the representative and princi-
pal officer of the Suez Canal Company, Chatles, Comte
de Serionne, Agent Supérieur de la Compagnie du
Canal de Suez, and by the staff of that Company.

The arducus and important work of the care of the
sick and wounded in the Hospitals has been consider-
ably lightened by a large amount of voluntary aid, I
wish specially to mention the work of the British Red
Cross Society and Order of St. John of Jerusalem,
under Sir Courtauld Thomson, C.B.

The Nursing Services, both Engiish and Australian,
have done admirable work, and the voluntary aid of the
sisters of Notre Dame de la Délivrance, working at
the Austrian Hospital at Alexandria, has been specially
brouglt to my notice.,

Finally, and in conclusion, I wish to bring to notice
the admirable services of my Chief of the General Staff,
Major-General A, L. Lynden-Bell, C.B.,, CM.G., my
Deputy Quartermaster - General, Major - General W.
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mobell, B, D.S.0., and my Deputy Adjutant-
E}infral, ?Major—General J. Adye, C.B. No Com-
mander-in-Chief has ever been more iqya}ly served
and no staff has ever worked with less f.rzctmn. o

1 have other names to hring to notice fr.ur distin-
puished and gallant service during the operations under
review, and these will form the subject of a separate

comirunication.
1 kave the honour to be, 34,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed} A. J. MURRAY, Genetal,
Commander-in-Chief,

Egyptian Expeditionary Force.
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From—
THE CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
Epyptian Expeditionary Force,
fo—
TEE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAaR,
War Oiffice, London, 5.V,
Greneral Headguarters,
Egyption Expeditionary Force,
1st October, 1915,
SIK,

I have the honour to submit a report on the opera-
tions of the Force under my command from the st
June to the 3oth September, 19186,

1. On the eastern front during the month of June,
VIgorous counter-measures, culminating in the success-
ful attack on the enemy’s aerodrome at El Arish, were
undertaken to check the much increased activity of
hostile arcraft. This operation was briliantly carried
out on the morning of the 18th June by 11 machines.
Two of the machines, carrying observers, were ordered
to fly in observation at a height of 7,000 feet ready to
engage hostile aircraft, while the nine single-geaters
were 10 attack the sheds from 6oo feet. The enemy
was completely surprised, owing to the fact rhat our
machines, having kept well .cut fo sea, wheeled five
miles N.INW. of El Arish, and delivered their attack
from a south-easterly directiom. The first British
machine to arrive descended to 100 feet and artacked,

blowing to pieces an aeroplane on the ground and its
T3
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attendant personnel. A second machine on the ground
was also put out of action by bombs. Heavy fire from
rifles and anti-afrcraft puns was now opened on the
attackers, but the British pilots carried out their ordets
most gallantly. Altogether six out of the ten hangars
were hit, and two, if not three, were burnt to the ground.
A party of soldiers on the aerodrome was also success-
fully bombed, and at the close one of the observing
machines attacked the hangars with its machine gun
from a height of 1,300 feet, During the action three of
our machines were forced to descend; two were de-
stroyed, and one sank in the sea, Two of the pilots were
rescued, and the third was taken prisoner,

On the eastern front there was comparatively lirtle
activity during the month of June beyond the usual
patrols and reconnaissances, which were actively carried
out, In No. 2 Section 2 column of Australian Light
Horse, with detachments of engineers and of Bikanir
Camel Corps, under the command of Lieut.~Colonel
T. J. Tedd, D.S.0, successfully executed the rask
of draining the rock cisterns and poois in the Wadi um
Muksheib, some 40 miles S.E. of Tsmailia, between
1oth and 14th June. Some 5,000,000 gailons of water
were disposed of in four days and nights of continuous
cflzort, and the fact that every man and animal that left
rall-head on roth June returned safely testifies to the
efﬁ_mmc}r of the staff arrangements. A column of
I@ddlzsex Yeomanry from No. 1 Section co-operated
with this force and did very good work.

2, I_Jn the departure of the Headquarters, and
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, to France
the command of Ne. 2 Section was taken over by Major:
Qemral_ A. G, Dallas, CB.; and, on the receipt of
mstructions to embark the rith Division for France
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afrer the 4th and sth Australian Divisions, I formed a
new section of the eastern front, numbered 2a, extend-
ing from the northern boundary of No. 2 Section to a
lne running east of Kilometre 50 on the Canal, The
command of this section was taken over on 25th June
by Major-General Sir W. Douglas, K.CM.G., C.E.
On 24th August the troops in Na, za Section were put
ander the command of the General Officer Commanding,
No. 3 Section, and No, 2a Section ceased to exist.

In No. 3 Section the Australian and New Zealand
WMounted Division continued to do excellent work. On
roth and 11th June, Bir Bayud, Bir el Mageibra, and
Bir el Jefeir were reconnoitred. Enemy stores and huts
were destroyed at Hod el Bayud, and at Hod Abu Dha-
babis a hostile patrol was successfully dispesed of. On
151h June, Bir el Abd was reconnoitred, and between 21st
and 23rd Jutte a reconnaissance of the Hod el Ge'zila,
Hod um ¢l Dhaunnin and Hod el Mushalfat area was
cartied out by the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade.
During the latter operation one of our aeroplanes
was reported missing and the reconnoitring troops
were ordered to find it. This they successfully accom-
plished, after considerable prolonged exertion in trying
weather conditions, and the damaged engine and the
machine gun were brought in on the 23rd. Bir ¢l Abd
and Bir el Mageibra were reconnoitred on 3oth Juneand
found to be clear of the enemy. On 27th June one
division moved out to the entrenched camp at Ma-
hemdia, and I obtained your sanction for the appoint-
ment of Major-General the Hon. H. A. Lawrence to the
independent command of No. 3 Section with a small
headgquarters, and for his succession in conunand of his
division by Major-General W. E. B, Smith, C.M.G.

In Mo. 1 Section at the beginning of July a small



48 SIR A. MURRAY’'S DESPATCHES

reconnaissance was carried out from Abu Zeneima by
detachments of the 2zrd Sikh Pioneers and the Bikaniy
Camel Corps under the command of Major W. J.
Ottley, agrd Sikh Pioneers, The column left Abu
Zeneima on 11th July and returned on 14th Tuly, having
captured an Arab sheik and some other prisoners, -
3. As regards the western front, on 20th June
Major-General Sir Charles Dobell, K.C.B., C.NVLG.,
D.5.0,, assumed command of the Western Frontier
Force. During the month no important enemy move-
ments took place on this front. In ehe coastal section,
reconnaissances by acroplane, motor and camel corps,
to assure the safety of th> Sollum post, were carried
out irrespective of frontier, and with the agreement
of the Italian local military authorities, with whom a
complete accord has been established by the inter-
change of visits between the respective commanders.
Progress on the Baharia railway continued, though
slower than was anticipated, and the defences of posts
in the Kharga oasis were completed. Aeroplane re-
connaissanice established the continued presence of an
enemy force of some 1,800 rifles in the Dakhla oasis.
On asth and 26th July a raid from Sollum was carrjed
out by a2 detachtnent of light armoured cars, under
the command of Captain C. G. Mangles, zorh Hussars,
in conmjunction with seme motor-cars and personnel
furnished by the Tralian garrison of Bardia, supported
by half of No. 2 Company, Imperial Camel Corps,
and by the Italian armed yacht Misurata, ably com-
manded by Captain Como, Ttalian Navy. The objective
was a party of some 100 Muhafzia located near the
mouth of the Wad{ Sanal in Ttalian territory, 40 miles
west of Ras el Melh, wheace they had been robbing
the Bedouwins under pretence of collecting taxes for the
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Senoussi,» A complete sutprise was aﬂ'e:cted%llf:ut o;ig
about 25 Muhafzia were fguncl in camp. , ese o
towards the sea afrer a slight resistance, leaving s
killed and three prisoners. Scattered gmup;r on >
ges-shore came under the gun-fire of the _zsurti_m;
The importance of this well-conducted cperatlmn :ﬂ-
in the proof which it gave to the Arabs of the close )
operation and guod—fallomlnf that existed hetween ou
1 ighbours and ourseives. _
Imlin’lr"lligl;nd of June marked a definite stage in lthe
existence of the Egyptian Expeditmr{ary F?r::&?. ]?L‘ll‘l?’lﬁ
the month the 4th and sth Austrah;%n Divisions, wit
the Headquarters of the 2nd Australian and New Zt:aé
fand Army Corps, had been erz}bf-.r_ked for France, an
the embarkation of the 11th Division, also for France:i
was neatly completed. Therble of this force as a genera
straregic reserve for the Empire was pra-::tmail? at aE
end, for it had been reduced to the smallest bt:lengt
compatible with securing the safety of Egypt during
the summer months. In the first half of the year th
complete divisions had been for@ed, eqmp;}cd ;n
trained ; six divisions had been either re-equipped or
completed with equipment ; three Territorial divisions
and three brigades of dismounted yeomanry had been
‘re-equipped for service in Egypt, and transport for twa
divisions had been collected on a special scale—all thus
in addition to the preparation of defenFes, the main-
tenance of the troops, the formation of brigade machine-
gun companies, the raising of new _persnnnel for t]}ﬁi
Came! Transport Corps, and new units for the Impe:n_:it
Camel Corps, the continuous pushing forward of rail-
ways and improvement of watcr-mfpply, and attendance
on the special needs of the Salonica Army, The total

number of troops, including all the 11th Division, sent
Ju]
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out of the country was some 232,000 uen, not including
medical units or sick and wounded evacuated. In this
total were comprised nine complete divisions and three
independent nfantry brigades, about 2o0g,000 in all,
besides some 11,000 Indian troopy sent to the East,
and nine batteries of heavy artillery.
The original scheme of defence, designed during
the winter, 1915/16, to meet a heavy attack at any
point, in positions prepared for occupation by 250,000
tnen, had aiready been considerably modified in the
spring of this year, when the first large withdrawal of
troops from Egyot, and the approach of summer, Jed me
to remodel my dispositions on the basis of an outpost-
line, lightly held and designed principally to cover the
concentration and preliminary action of mobile reserves
held in readiness in the neighbourhood of the Canal
for offensive employment against an enemy advancing
from the east. By July, however, the withdrawal of
three more divisions, and the consequent reduction of
the force available on the eastern front to four weak
Territorial divisions, two weak Indian brigades, and a
few garrison battalions (some 60,000 rifles), in addition
to one mounted division and a mounted yeomanry
brigade, made a further and final readjustment of my
defensive measures in that zone necessary, During the
hot weather it was exceedingly unlikely that any large
eniemy force could attack my centre or southern sec-
tions: in these sections, therefore, my policy was to
be in readiness to attack any enemy column which
should debouch on the western side of the rocky defiles
which face those sections. In the northern section,
however, my chief concern was the preparation of an
active offensive towards El Arish, to take place as soon
as possible in the autumn, with the objecrs of fore-
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stalling any Turkish atrack along the northern rcuad in
the winter, and of securing an advantageous positiofn
on the enemy’s flank, should he artack by the central
road. Plans were accordingly prepared for purely de-
fensive action in the southern and centre sections
{i.e., south of Ballah), with a view to dE.‘VtﬂDpl‘.ﬂg my
maimum strength for an active operation in the
aorthern section, against which any advance by the
enenty during the summer months would necessarily be
directed owing to vital considerations of water—spppl;,r.
This scheme atlowed for the rapid concentration In
No. 3 Section of two infantry divisions complete with
attached troops, the Ausiralian and New ZEE}I&HE}
Mounted Division with the sth Mounted qu_ade
attached, with full proportion of artillery. I_n addition,
alternative plans were wotked out ir{ detail, wh‘eraby
either {a} a general reserve of three mfar}tr}r bnga{des
could be created at twenty-four hours’ notice, by w:lth-
drawing troops from the two remaining sections, with-
out essential modification of the existing schem:e of
defence; or (b) 2 reserve of 1g infantry battalions,
one yeotnanty regiment, 10 R.F.A, 18-pounder and tl?ree
howitzer batteries could be concentrated at forty-eight
hours’ notice. Since the latter alternative wouild entatl
withdrawal in No. 1 and No. 2 Sections practically to
the line of bridge-heads and specially 1important points,
it was my iatention only to adopt it as a temporary
measure and in circumstances of extreme urgency.

‘The prospective advance eastwards over the northern
portion of the Sinai desert differed from any previous
desert operations on a considerable scale in that it has
to be undertaken without the benefit of the months,
or even years, of prepatationt which have in the past—
notably in the late Lord Kitchener's Sudan campaigns
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—laid the groundwork for successful operations of
this kind. For the force under my command, if it was
to carry out this advance, the construction of roads and
railways to provide rapid communication to the rear, the
purchase of a very large number of camels to give
mobility to the forward troops, and, above all, the
provision of an adequate water-supply at points far
out in the desert were questions just as urgent as the
formulavon and execution of the tactical plan. The
water question was especially pressing, since the stretch
of desert east of Kantara was, for our purpases, practi-
cally waterless. The saline water of the local wells,
though tolerable to the Bedouin and even to the Turk,
is, as a rule, only a source of sickness to European
soldiers; and Ewropean animals, even if they will
drink it, rapidly lose condition if restricted to this
water alone, The main essential, therefare, of any
preliminary advance during the dry weather was to
sectire an adequate delivery of fresh water as far east
as the troops were likely to advance. It was calculated
that for the Fnal advance a supply of 500,000 gallons
of water 2 day would be needed, and, for this purpose,
all material was ordered, and contracts made, for the
erection of a filter~plant at Kantara capable of suppiy-
ing 600,000 gallons of fltered water a day, the con-
struction of reinforced concrete reservoirs ar Kantara
and Romam with a capacity of 5e0,000 gallons each, the
supply of enough ra-inch, 1o-inch and 8-inch piping
to carry the water within striking distance of El Arish
and the provision of high-power oil engines for pump-
ing the water from one fortified post to the next. The
quick handling of all this heavy piping and machinery
necessitated a large amount of preparatory work, in-
cluding the construction of a new wharf with cranes
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and railway sidings ar Kantara, and laid 2 very con-
siderable burden upon the railways on the east bank
of the Canal. Besides these preparations for the final
advance, the immediate supply of water to the Romani
district had to be considerably improved, so that a
large body of troops could take up positions well in
advance of Romami. The installation of a new and
more powerful pump-house ar Kantara and the con-
struction of 2 so000-gallon reservoir and a condensing
plant at Mahemdia, were among the measures taken
ro meet this necessity, The difficulties connected with
the water-supply may be judged from the fact that,
during the Turkish attack at the beginning of August,
when it was still necessary to rely entirely on the water
pumiped from the filter-plant at Kantara and on that
brought by water-boats along the Canal, an accidental
fire in the enpine-house of the flter-plant nearly caused
the entire breakdown of the water-supply system on
this section ; this serious danger was only averted by
the resource and energy of the local engineer staff.
Since that time the local reservoirs have been com-
pleted, and the Royal Engineer units with the fighting
troaps have been specially organised for the purpose of
developing and imptroving the water-supply from the
local wells and springs.

The main railway east from Kantara, the construc-
tion of which was essential to any permanent advance,
has proceeded since the end of May as fast as the supply
of material and the exigencies of other engineering work
in the northern section allowed. The advance of the
Turks in the laiter half of July necessitated the stoppage
of work on this line fot 24 days, and the constiuction
of a metre-zauge ratlway from Gilban to Dueidar, a
distance of six miles, This latter work had to be
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completed in great haste, together with the laying of
some miies of 5-inch and g-inch water-piping, at a time
when the railways were working at high pressure in
moving troops, ammunition, and supplies,

The energy with which these heavy and multi-
farious labours were carried out by the engineer
staff, the officers and men of the Royal Enpineers, and
by the Egyptian Labour Corps, admirably organised
by the Inspector-(zeneral of Communications and ably
officered by gentlemen residing in Egypt, calls for the
highest praise. The work of the railway transport offi-
cers and the officers and men responsible for running
the ratlways 15 equally deserving of commendation.
In this connection my thanks are especially duc to my
late Engineer-in-Chief, Major-General G. Wilkams,
and to my present Engincer-in-Chief, Major-General
H. B, H, Wright, C.M.G., late RE., the Director of
Railways, Colonel Sir G, Macauley, K.C.M.G.,R,of C.,
Licut.-Colonel G. Lubbock, R.E.,, who has been in
charge of railway construction, and Brigadier-General
E. McL. Blair, R.E,, Chief Engineer of No. 3 Section.

With regard to the supply of camels, the liberal
provision of which would normaily have been an in-
dispensable preliminary to any such operations, I have
been hampered by the necessity of buying at an un-
favourable time of year, so that the demands of this
foree have always been in excess of the supply. I am
most grateful for the assistance given me by the Sirdar
in the collection of camels.

5. Morte than half the month of July passed with-
out any important occurrence on the eastern front.
Ir: the northern section the Australian and New Zealand
Mounted Division carried out frequent reconnaissances
to the east, penetrating on gth July as far as Salmana,
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bitt found the country clear of all but 2 few Bedouins.
On t7th July, however, enemy aircraft were active over
the Romani—Dueidar arez, and on the 18th a patrol
of the 2nd Australian Light Horse Brngade came in
contact with a camel patrol of 15 Turks, with whom
shots were exchanged. The Turks retired rapidly east-
wards. Up till this datz there was no considerable body
of Turkish troops furcher west than Bir el Mazar, some
18 rmiles east of Oghratina, where for some time there
had been a camp of between 1,500 and 2,000.

The situanon suddenly changed on July 1gth,
when an evening reconnaissance by the Royal Flying
Corps revealed the fact that a large force of the enemy
had moved westwards from El Arish and established
itself on the line Bir el Abd—Bir Jameil—Bir Bayud,
Their numbers were estimated to be berween 8,000 and
g000, of which Irom 3,000 to 4,000 were at Bir el Ahd,
and the remainder divided between the other two places,
It was not immediately clear whether the enemy's inten-
tion was to repeat the raid of z3rd April on the Katia
district on a larger scale, or to make a more deliberate
advance, but I at once decided, on receipt of this in-
formation, to reinforce the troops in No. 3 Section. The

158th Brigade of the 53rd Division, then in General

Reserve at Moascar {near Ismailia), moved to Kantara
on the night of the 1gth/2oth, being replaced in General
Reserve by four battalions from Nos. 1 and 2 Sections,
and the 137th Brigade was completed by the maove of
1ts two remaining battalions from El Ferdan. On zoth
July the machine-gun companies of the 127th, 16oth, and
1515t Brigades were also ordered to No. 3 Section, with a
detachment of Stokes guns and No, 3 Armoured Train.
The troops resting at Sidi Bishra (sce inset, Alexandria,
Map 2}, which included two battalions of the 156th
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Brigade, were ordered to return to their sections, On
the night of the 1gth/zoth the General Officer Com-
mianding, No. 3 Section, reinforced Romani by the 156th
Brigade (less two battalions) with two battalions of the
127th Brigade attached., Major-General Chauvel, com-
manding Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division,
who had one brigade bivouacked at Katia, was ordered
to send our patrols before daylight on the aoth to get
into touch with the enemy and to keep his brigades
concenérated in readinesy for 2 reconnaissance in force.
Early on the morning of the acth the cavalry re-
ported that Oghratina was held by strong forces of the
enemy who were entrenching. This was confirmed by
the Royal Flying Corps, who further reported that the
pile of stores at Bir el Abd had increased in size, and
that the troops reported on the previous evening at Bir
Jameil and Bir Bayud had moved. A further air recon-
naissance, it the afternoon, revealed that this force had
moved to Bir el Mageibra, where there were between
2,000 and 3,000 men, with bodies of between soo and
6oo moving on a line between that place and Oghratina,
The General Officer Commanding, Australian and New
Zealand Meunted Division, was instructed te keep his
horses as fresh as pessible at this slage, and both he
and the General Officer Commanding, 52nd Division,
were instructed to allow the enemy to involve himself
1 an attack ot our defences, if he would, and not to
hinder any such intention by a premature counter-
attack. The cavalry were in touch with the enemy all
day, capturing a few prisoners, from whose information
it appeared that the force in front of us was the 3rd
Turkish Division, consisting of the 31st, 3znd, and
3gth Regiments, with mountain guns, heavy artillery,
and spectal machine-gun companies; the artillery was
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manned by Turks, Germans, and Austrians, and there
were Germans with all the machine-gun compares,
Prisoners also stated that there were other echelons
following behind these advanced troops at a distance
of one day's march. This information was confirmed
in all essentials by the completer knowledge subse-
quently obtained of the attacking force, except that
prisoners oll exaggerated the number of troops that
was following behind them. The whole force consisted
of the Turkish zrd Division, with eight machine-gun
companies officered and partly manned by Germans,
mountain artillery, and some batteries of g4-inch and
6-inch howitzers and anti-aircraft guns, manned chiefly
by Austtians, with a body of Arab camelry, It was
commanded by Colonel Kress von Kressenstein, a
German officer in Turkish employ, and the German
personnel of the machine-gun units, heavy artllery,
wireless sections, field hospital and supply section had
been orgamsed in Germany as a special formation for
operations with the Turkish forces. The force was in
fine physical condition and admirably equipped.

On the evening of the 20th, a demonstration with
artillery against Oghratina disclosed the fact that the
enemy was entrenching on a general line running
south-east from Oghratina, with his left flank thrown
forward to Bir el Mageibra, which was strongly held,
Bir el Abd was used by the enemy as an advanced base
throughout the operations.

During the next few days there was no appreciable
change in the situation. The enemy confined himself
to closing up his troops and strengthening the posi-
ton already occupled, pushing forward in one or two
places and entrenching wherever he established bimself.
There were constant encounters between our cavalry
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patrols and the enemy's, but the latter handled his
covering troops well, and extended his right flank far
enough northwards to prevent anything less than a very
strong attack from interfering with his communications
along the Bir el Abd—Oghratina road.

By the 24th, the enemy had established a force,
estimated at 5,000 mety, in a series of entrenched posi-
tions extending fram Hod el Negiliat through Oghratina
to Hod el Masia, with supporting bodies of abour 1,000
each at Bir Abu ¢l Afein and Bir el Abd behind his right
flank. On his lefr, Bir el Mageibra was entrenched with a
series of strong redoubts and held by some 3,000 troops,
with small connecting posts northward to Hod el Masia,

By 2and July it was evident thai the enemy had no
wntention of making an immediate raid upon the Katia
cistrict, but was either contemplating a serious attack
upon the Canal Defences further west, or preparing to
establish himself firmly in the Um Aisha district, so
as to block our further advance towards El Arish, to
protect his own communications between Syria and the
Hedjaz {see Map 1) and to prevent us from denying to
him the whole of the Katia area—the only district within
which he could coliect and maintain any considerable
force within striking distance of the Suez Canal. In
either case, whether, on the first alternative, he was wait-

ing for further echelons to atrive before attacking, of,
on the second, he was preparing to establish himself
permanently, there was only one course of action that
commended itself to me—namely, to attack the enemy
and inflict a decisive defeat upon him as soon as possible.
To do this forthwith was impracticable, since 15 miles
of desert separated my main defensive position from
that of the enemy, and it would be absolutely necessary
that any force destined to advance across this iract
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to zn attack on a strong enmemy position should be
equipped with camel transport on a very comglete scale.
While 1 was compelled, therefore, to reman for _the
moment on the tactical defensive, 1 took qumedlate
steps to put everything in train for the adoption of a
vigorous offensive at the earliest possible meoment.
On 24th July the 42nd Division was placed under the
command of the General Officer Commanding, No. 3
Section, and the 3zd Australian Light Horse Brigade
from No. 2 Section was also trapsferred to No, 3
Section. Schemes were also prepared whereby further
troops could he withdrawn at very short notice from
Nos. 1 and 2 Sections. The General Officer Command-
ing. No. 3 Section, was instructed fo formutate 1111:-:
plan for the earliest possible assumption of the pﬂe_rlslve,
and to proceed with ail speed with the mobilisation of
his striking force on a pack basis with camel transport.
I calculated that all arrangements would be cample!ed
during the first days of August, and this calculation
was borne out by events. By 1st August, 10,500 trafis-
port camels had been concentrated in Ne. 3 Section,
and by 3rd August all the formations were ready to
take the field. My intention was to attack the enemy in
force about 13th August, the date of full moon, unless
myself attacked earlier.

During this period of energetic preparation the
Australian and New Zealand Mounted Troops kept
in constant touch with the enemy, harassing him in
every possible way, and making valuable reconnais-
sances ; and the Royal Flying Corps, having concen-
trated all available machines and pilots in Egypt on the
eastern front, was able to make valuable reports upon
the enemy's movements in rear of his advanced line.

On the night of the 27th/28th the enemy pushed
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forward all along his front and occupied a line, in
advance of his former entrenched position, runming
from the eastern end of Hod Amoia on the north,
south-eastwards to Abu Darem on the south, On his
right the advance was small, for higz advanced troops,
which at one time advanced to Hed um Ugba, were
driven back after a sharp skirmmsh by the Canterbury
Mounted Rifles, the enemy sustaining heavy losses,
The chief advance was made by lus left flank, which
swung up in a north-westerly direction from Mageibra
to Abu Darem. It now seemed likely that the enemy
meant to attack, but for the next few days he continued
strengthening his new positions, while continued re-
inforcements were observed to be reaching lum along
the northern road. This movement of reinforcements
ceased on 31st July, by which date the enemy appeared
to have completed the concentration of troops in his
front line. TFrom agih July onwards, the Royal Flying
Corps, whose rle had hitherte been only one of observa-
tion, passed io the offensive, and constantly harassed the
enemy with bomb attacks. From the soth onwards H.M.
Monitors M.15 and M.21, lying off Mahemdia, rendered
most valuable assistance in shelling the enemy’s camps
and works, in which the Royal Flying Corps success-
fully co-operated, On 28th July I gave insttuctions to
the General Officer Commanding, No, 2 Section, for the
formation of a mobile ¢olumn, under the command of
Lieutenant-Colonel C. L.. Smith, V.C,, Imperial Camel
Corps, to operate from the north of No, 2 Section
against the enemy’s left flank and left rear in the neigh-
bourhood of Mageibra and Bayud respectively, This
column, which was organised to operate in the desert
as a complete unit for several successive days, consisted
of Nos, 4, 6, 9 and 1o Companies Imperial Camel
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Corps, Headquarters and two squadrons 1fzst Ciry of
London Yeomanry, Headquarters fand two .squadmps
rrth Austealian Light Horse Reg1ment, ,wlth special
mobile enyinesring, medical and signal units ; arrange-
ments for its supply, watering and concentratiofl were
put it hand forthwith. This m{}bl!ﬁ column preved
jtself invaluable in subsequent operanons, ,

The organisation of the treopsin No. 3 Section on a
mobile basis was rapidly nearing corlnpl&rmn, and on 1st
August the dispositions 1n that section Were as follows :

Loralily- | Farguations. iCavaerﬁ_ Infamr:.u! Gung.

Mahem-ﬁ[a-* . A, and X2, Bed, Dis. | | |

Rotmt i fless ;2 brigades) “ 2,000, ILOoD ! 38
gand Livsion i ‘|I ) i (inchued-
158cth Drigade . : | g 4

“Go-pdr.}

Dueidar i sth Australian Light Hose | I | i
: Regt. . fals] | 5040 -_
| T Rept. Scottish Horse :"- | i
. | |
Crilbway 1 snugdron Yeomanry | 0
| 1 trigade, 420¢ Division e HF0 4
Hilgo ' New Zesland M, RifesBde.| | | ;
sth Mid. Brigade IJ
i I brl‘gﬂdﬂ, 4211{.]- Dhvsion i S z:im‘ 5,500
| 15t Drismousted Bde. (500 H,
' only) ! I

I

Hill o | 1 brigade, 42nd Division {less : ) i |
? Dattalion) ||
I 15t Dismounted Bde, {less

i;- — | soo0 | —
soo} . : :

I i

Kantara U1 battalion, gznd Divisien | | i
Artillezy, aznd and gand L — | o0 48
Tivislons ) |

Bally Bunior,  grd Answealian Light Fore | I

{Rallhgad B, Brigade Cx

of Balh} | |



6z SIR A, MURRAY'S DESPATCHES

Twa battaiions of the 54th Division and the 1sth
Heavy Battery were also sent up from No, 1 Secton.
Lieut.-General the Hon, H. A, Lawrence, in command
of No. 3 Section, directed the operations. The Ma-
hemdia—Romani position consisted of a series of strong
posts extending southwards from the sea to a point an
the east of the Katib Gannit hill, and thence curviag
backwards round the southern slope of that hill notth-
westwards toward Bir Etmaler. In planning the ocou-
pation of these lines T had always contemplated the
advantages to be gained by leaving a gap berween Katib
Gannit and Dueidar, which might induce the enemy
to get involved in the dune country to the south and
south-west, and oblige him to artack under very dis-
advantageous conditions as regards terrain, The main
strength of the force was therefore cancentrated in the
Romani lines, the remainder being disposed in echelon
i posittons along the road from Duecidar to Kantara,
from which it was possible to reinforce the Romand
lines by the railway running from Kantara to Pelusitm
Stattan, about five miles due east of Romani. General
Lawrence's instructions to the General Officer Com-
manding, 42nd Division, were that this Division, less
one brigade retained in reserve by General Lawrence,
should, in the event of an attack, be prepared either to
move up the ralway line and co-operate in an attack
on the enemy’s southern flank from Pelusium, or, if
the enemy attacked from Dueidar, to repel the attack
in conjunction with troops operating from the Hill 7o
line. '

On 2nd August, the General Officer Commanding,
4znd Division, was ordered to send forward a batalion
te prepare a position in the neighbourhood of Pelusium
Station to cover the detrainment and assembly of one

SAMDILL L~ EA0T ol ROl
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or both of the brigades under his command in that
neighbourhood. On that day the 5th Mounted Brigade
was also ordered to Gilban and placed under the alrders
of the General Officer Commanding, 4and Division,
As regards the 3rd Australian Light Horse Bfigade,
my intention was that it should move on the right of
the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigadeé, south of
the Bir el Nuss—Dueidar road,

On znd Augusi there were indications of a forward
move on the part of the enemy, who made a strong
reconnaissance towards El Rabah—ZXatia and Bir el
Hamisah, but his advanced troops were driven in,
except on the north, by the Australian and New Zealand
Mounted Division after some sharp encounters. By
the evening of the 2nd August his general position was
but litele altered. Ewen up to this time it was still un-
certain whether the ultimate assumption of the offensive
would come from our side or the enemy's, but on the
following day the enemy disclosed his intention of
taking the mitiacive by making a general move forward
and occupying a semicircular line running from the
immediate west of Hill 110, past the high ground north-
west of Rabzh, over the high ground east and south-
east of Katia to the high ground north-west of Bir el
Hamisah, It then appeared certain that he would attack
the Mahemdia—Romani position, and it appeared to
me extremely prebable that, while holding us east of
that position, he would throw his main attack against
the Katib Gannit—Bir el Nuss line in a nerth-westerly
QIrﬂttion, with the object of forcing back our entrenched
line before we could interfere from the west and north-
west, I warned General Lawrence of this possibility,
which was confirmed by events. The 16oth Brigade
Wwas at once sent to No. 3 Section 1o free all mobile
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troops for action, and arrangements already made for
replacing it in No. 2 Section were put into force.
General Lawrence instructed the General Officer Com-~
manding, 42nd Division, to move the remainder of the
127th Brigade to Pelusium as rolling-stock became
available, to follow it with the 125th Brigade on the
gth, and to move forthwith the sth Mounted Brigade
by road to Pelusium,

6. On the night of the 3rd/4th August, owing to
the proximity of the enemy at Katia, the cavalry, in
addition to leaving out the usual officers’ patrols, put
out a strong outpost line which extended from just
south of Katib Gannit along the entrance to the gullies
between the sand dunes up to and including Hed el
Enna, thus preventing the enemy from penetrating un~
observed into the waterless area of sand dunes south-
west of Romani, inte which I anticipated he would
attempt to move. This cutpost line, formed by two
regiiments of the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade,
was attacked by the enemy in increasing strength from
midnight onwards, Several attempts to force the line
were repulsed, a bayonet charge on Mount Meredith,
a high sand dune midway between Katib Gannit and
Hod el Enna, being beaten off between 2 a.m, and
ga.m. The continuous pressure of the enemy gradually
forced back the outpost line, which by 4.20 a.m. was
facing generally south along the dune called Wellington
Ridge, between Mount Meredith and Katib Gannit,
The 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade extended on
the right of the rst Light Horse Brigade, but before
long the enemy's threat to outflank our right made it
necessary to retire slowly northwards towards the rail-
way. It was evident by daylight that the enemy had
committed his troops to a decisive attack, as he was
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pressing the line of fortified works from the east, under
cover of artillery fire from field-guns and heavy howit-
wers, at the same time as he was moving round the
southern flank of the position with strong forces, before
which our cavalry, while stubbornly resisting, were
slowly retiring.

The situation had developed in accordance with
my anticipations, and it was certain that, once the force
of the enemy's attack from the south was spent, a
decisive and rapid counter-attack would place him in
a position of great difficulty. General Lawrence issued
orders to the General Officer Commanding, 42nd Divi-
sion, to be ready to operate with all avalable troops
against the enemy’s southern flank in the direction of
Mount Royston, a high sand dune about two miles
- south of Pelusium Station ; the New Zealand Mounted
Rifles were directed to act vigorously from Dueidar
towards Hod el Enna; the 3rd Australian Light Horse
Brigade were ordered to send one regiment to Hod el
Aras, and to be prepared to follow it up with the whole
brigade, so as to co-operate with the New Zealand
Mounted Brigade; finally, I issued orders to the
Mobile Column under Lieut.-Colonel Smith, V.C,,
to commence operations against the enemy's left rear
towards Mageibra and Bir el Aweidiya, working wide of
the flank of the 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade,
This column at once started for Hod el Bada, which it
reached by the evening of the 4th.

During the forencon the enemy made several at-
tacks against the Mahemdia—Romani defences from
the east, south and south-west, These were repulsed
by the garrisons, found by the 155th and 158th Infantry
Brigades, with considerable loss, and in spite of heavy

artillery fire from the enemy’s heavy howitzers, which,
A
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it onie or two cases, inflicted severe casualties on our
troops, who behaved with admirable steadiness. The
fire of these howitzers, however, was very effectively
kept down by the guns of the monitors, with the co-
operation of the Royal Flying Corps.

There was, unfortunately, more delay than had been
anticipated in meving the infantry of the 4and Division
up to Pelusium Station, so that, during the morning of
the 4th, no infantry was available for an attack on the
énemy’s flank at Mount Royston. This caused the whole
brunt of the fighting in this area to fall upon the cavalry,
whose casualties had not been light, and whose nght
flank was unprotected. A squadron of the Gloucester
Yeomanry from Pelusium, acting with commendable
initiative, supported the right of the Australian and
New Zealand cavalry from 7.45 2.m. onwards, holding
off attacks from the south-east for three hours, till the
composite regiment of the s5th Mounted Brigade, which
had come into action at 9.43, gained touch with it. The
result of the somewhat rapid advance of the Turks
from the south was that General Lawrence was obliged
to divert the cavalry originally destined to opetate
against the enemy’s rear, to strengthen the line of re-
sistance on the north. The New Zealand WMounted
Rifles Prigade was directed to inove from Dueidar
narthwards to attack the enemy’s left flank, while the
General Officer Commanding, 3rd Australian Tight
Horse Brigade, was ordered to send the regiment at Hod
el Aras to Dueidar, and to bring the rest of his brigade
across to Hill 70, By 12.30 p.m. the enemy on our south-
ern fank reached the furthest paint of his advance—a
line ronning from north of Mouat Royston, through
Bir Abu Diyuk, along the southern slopes of Welling-
ton Ridge, and thence bending round to the ¢ast and
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north facing the southernmost infantry post. Shortly
after 1 p.m. the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade
with part of the sth Mounted Brigade began to attack
Mount Royston from the west. This attack was pressed
slowly forward and was accompanied, in spite of heavy
fire from the enewmwy, by a general move forward of the
cavalry. By 3.30 p.an, two battalions of the 127th Bri-
cade, closely followed by a third, were on the march
southwards from Pelusium Station, and by 4 p.m, all
divisions were ordered to press forward for the counter-
attack, and gain and hold the line Mount Royston—
Wellington Ridge. On the right, this was carried out
by the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division
from the north, and the New Zealand Mounted Rafle
and 5th Mounted Brigades and two battahions of the
127th Brigade from the west, By 6,30 p.m. Bount
Rayston, with about 500 prisoners, soine machine guns
and 2 battery of mountain artillery, was in our hands,
The General Officer Commanding, 52nd Division, had
already moved his reserve, consisting of the 1f5th
Roval Welsh Fusiliers and 156th Brigade (less two bat-
tabions), nearer to Bir Etmaler, and by 6 p.m. the whole
moved forward to attack Wellington Ridge, supported
by the fire of our artillery, The ridge was strongly held,
and, owing to darkness, the enemy remained in posses-
sion of parr of it during the night, The result of the
day's fighting was that we had repulsed a vigorous
attack, capturing between 500 and 1,000 prisoners,
retaken Moumt Royston and part of Wellington Ridge,
and were pressing back on the south a now exhausted
enemy. The outpost line for the mght was taken up
by the leading battalions of the 4znd Division and the
infantty of the sand Division, with some of the Aus-
traban and New Zealand cavalry in the centre. The
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ard Australian Light Horse Brigade, which had reached
Hill 7o, was otrdered on to Dueidar, to be ready to take
up the right fank of the pursuit.

Vigorous action, to the utmost limits of end}u‘an?e,
was ordered for the next day, and the troops, 1n spite
of the heat, respended nobly. At daybreak, the s2nd
Division, assisted by the Australian and New Zealand
Mounted Division, took the remainder of Wellington
Ridge by assault, capturing about 1,500 prisoners.
Elsewhere the mounted troops pressed forward, meet-
ing with some opposition, but prisoners continued
to come in steadily, and it was soon obwious that
the enemy's offensive was completely broken. An
advance was ordered all along the line, and all
motnted troops were put under the command of
General Chauvel, commanding the Australian and
New Zealand Mounted Division, with orders to push
on as far and as vigorously as the resources at his
disposal would permit.

The 42nd Division marched to Hod ¢! Enna during
the day, a very fatiguing march over extremely heavy
sand. The 52nd Division met some opposition in the
neighbourhood of Abu Hamra, and the high ground
to the east of it was not finally occupied till late in the
EVENING,

In the meantime the mounted troops pressed
steadily forward, and found the enemy holding the
ridees west of Katia, supported by attillery. The 3td
Ausrralian Light Horse Brigade, which had moved for-
ward from Dueidar by Bir el Nuss, came into contact
with the enemy near Bir el Hamissh and captured
some 450 prisoners, with machine guns and other
material, The further advance of this brigade, however,
was et with heavy five from field guns and howitzers,
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and no further progress was made. Further northwards,
as soon as the 3and Division had cleared Abu Hamra,
the advance was continued towards Katiz, where the
ensmy’s rearguard was found firmiy established east of
the palt trees, with both flanks well protected. A
stronig attempt was made to eject him by dismounted
action, but the attack failed to make progress, and
darkness found our troops and the enemy’s facing each
other, roughly on parallel lines. During the day the
Royal Flying Corps reported that the retreat of the
Turks was general throughout their depth, and our
agroplanes most effectively harassed his movements
and threw his columns into confusion by well-directed
bomb attacks,

On the morning of the 6th, the enemy was found to
have retired from Katia, and, while the cavalry pressed
on in pursuit, the infantry moved forward and occupied
the line El Rabah-—Katia—Bir ¢l Mamluk. The 1st
and 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigades, which had
borne the brunt of observing and harassing the ¢nemy’s
advance, were given a day's rest in camp, while the
remainder of the cavalry continued the advance. The
enemy’s rearguard was found to be occupying his
previously prepared position extending across the road
and telegraph line between Hod el Reshafat and Hod
el Dhakar. Our attempts to turn his flanks by Hod
el Negiliat on the north and Hod ¢l Sagia on the south
ware frustrated by heavy artitlery fire.

On the same morning the Camel Corps detachment
0’{ Smith's Mobile Column occupied Bir el Mageibra
withour opposition ; the 11th Australian Lisht Horse
also moved to Mageibra, with the City of London
qumanry in support at Bir el Jefeir, In the afterncon,
Major J. J. de Knoop, Cheshire Yeomanry, commanding
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the Camel Corps detachment of this column, re-
comnoitred towards Hod el Bayud, and reported that
a force of the enemy waz in occupation of Hod el
WMuharnmam, five miles north-east of Mageibra, Ordery
for an attack next merning were Issued by Colonel
amith,

On the 7th August the cavalry maintained their
action with the enemy's rearguard, which had fallen
back to the line of hus first entrenched position running
from Oghratina o Hod el Masia, with flanks thrown
well out to the north and south. There was continnous
hghting throughout the day, but the enemy was too
strongly supported by artillery for the cavalry to drive
him from his position. Meanwhile the Mobile Column,
operating from Bir el Aweidiva, had fought a very
successful action with the enemy force—consisting of
1,000 rifles, three machine guns, and two 12-pounder
puns—in the neighbourhood of Hod ¢l Muhammam.
The camel detachment and cavalry, the whole under
the command of Lieut.- Colonel Grant, Australian
Light Horse, deove the enemy out of several successive
positions, capturing 53 prisoners, and successfully with-
drew at nightfall, This threat to his flanks was probably
an important factor in determining the enemy o con-
tinue his retreat. I regret to say that Major de Knoop,
who had handled the camel detachment throughout
with great shill and judgment, was killed while directing
operations.

Cn the 8th August the enemy was found to have
abandoned Oghratina, and, by the evening, to have
raken up a position covering Bir el Abd, his advanced
base. It was here that the enmemy made his final
stand to cover the evacuation of his camp and stores.
Touch was now gained between the cavalry and Smith’s
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Mobile Column, and was maintained from this time
onwards,

On the gth August the three cavalry brigades which
had hitherto carried out the pursuit were joined by a
composite brigade from the i1st and and Light Horse
Brigades. A strong effort was made ro encircle both
flapks of the enemy at Bir ¢l Abd and to cut off his
further retrear. Strong opposition was, howevet, en-
countered on both flanks, and it was decided to deliver
a dismounted attack with the object of driving out
the enemy. Our field batteries got close enough to
shell effectively the convoys removing stores from the
pile at Bir el Abd, but our artillery fire drew a heavy
reply from the enemy’s howitzers which caused some
casualties. The enemy, well supported by arullery,
fought stubbornly., He made threz countsp-attacks,
all of which were driven back with heavy loss by our
rifle and machine-gun fire, and, in the evening, what
appeared 1o he a general advance, by fresh forces, was
made against our troops. This was also driven back
with heavy loss, but the enemy was able to maintain his
covering position. During the next two days our cavalry
was unable to do more than tnaintain continuous pres-
sure, but the Mobile Columm, which had occupied
Bayud on the gth, contintted to menace the enemy wide
on his left flank, On the 1oth a strong reconnaissance
was made against the enemy, who was in strength
at Hod el Mushalfar, south-zast of Bir el Abd. On
the 11th an enemy force with two mountain guns
approached Bayud. A sharp action, which commenced
at 5.20 a.m., was fought, and in the course of it all the
baggage camels and ammunition mules of the enemy
detachment were destroyed. Towards the afternoon
the enemy evacuated this position, and rerired on the
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main body of his rearguard. On the following day,
patrols from the neighbourhood of Bayud found the
country to the east and north all clear.

Early on the morning of the rarh it was found that
the enemy had retired from Bir el Abd, and, though
there was a small encounter with his rear troops about
Salmana, the general pursuit stopped at this point,
the enemy retiting through Bir el Mazar to Bl Arish.
The General Officer Commanding, No. 3 Section, was
ordered to hold the line Bir ¢! Abd-—Homossia with
two brigades of cavalry, keeping touch with the Mobile
Column which remained at Mageibra. The infantry
returned to the Mahemdia—Romani line, where work
on the railway was resumed with all speed. On 28th
August, the sand Division, less the 156th Brigade,
moved out to a position in the neighbourhood of El
Rabah, covering the rail-head. By the end of the month
most of the troops drawn from Nos. 1 and 2 Sections
had returned to their sections.

7. The complete result of the opetations in the
Kartia district was the decisive defeat and pursuit of
an enemy force amounting in all to some 18,000, in-
cluding 15,000 rifles. Some 4,000 prisoners, including
5o officers, were captured, and, from the number of
enemy dead actually buried, it is estimated that the
total number of enemy casualties amounted to about
9,000. In addition, thete were captured one Krupp
75 mm, mountain battery of four guns, complete with
all accesseries and oo rounds of ammunirion, g German
machine guns and mountings, with specially constructed
pack saddles for camel transport, 2,300 rifles, 1,000,000
rounds small arms ammunition, roo horses and mules,
500 camels, and a large amount of miscellaneaus stores
and equipment, Two field hospitals with most of their
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equipment were also aba_.qdoned by the enerr];y m 1:}1&
cetreat, and large quantities of stores were burat by
njm at Bir el Abd to prevent their capture.
1.ieut.-General the Hon, H. A. I__.awrenge, General
Officer Commanding, No. 3 Section, dlracteFl th‘e
pperations throughout, and the warmest praise is
due to him and the commanders, staffs and ’tmops
concerned in the operations. Genergl Lawrence’s staff
deserve great credit for their efforts in working out the
allotment of camel transport, enabling our troops to
conduct a vigorous pursuit., ‘Throughout the whale
month which elapsed between the enemy’s first approach
and his final disappearance, Major-General H. G,
Chatvel, C.B.,, C.M.G., proved himself a resolute a_nd
resourceful cavalty leader. The brunt of the fighting
fell upen the Australian and New Zealand Mounted
Division, which included the Leicester, Somerset,
Inverness and Ayr Batteries, RH.A. (T.F.}, I cannot
speak too highly of the gallantry, steadfastness and
untiring energy shown by this fine division througl}uut
the operations, The sth Mounted Brigade came imto
action successfully on gth August, and subsequently
took part in the cavalry pursuit. The sznd Division,
commanded by Major-General W, E. B. Smith, C.M.G.,
not only showed grear steadiness under heavy artillery
fire, but was responsible for the assault which recaptured
Wellington Ridge on ath August, and for clearing Abu
Hamra on the sth. Of the gznd Division, commanded
by Major-General Sir W. Douglas, K.C.M.G., C.B.,
only two battalions were in action on the 4th, but this
division carried out a march under very trving conditions
on the subsequent days. Detachments of the Eikapir
Camel Corps attached to these two divisions were in-
valuable in reconnaissances and as escorts to small
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parties, besides bringing in much of the material
captured.

Most excellent work was done by Lieut,-Colonel
C. L. Smith, V.C., Officer Commanding, Camel Corps,
and by all ranks composing the Mobile Column under
his command. He executed the rdle ascribed to him
with great energy and carried out his instructions with
the highest intelligence. The arrangements made for
mobilising and maintaining his column reflect the
greatest credit on Major-General A, G. Dallas, C.B.,
and the staff of No. 2 Section, to which section belonged
the 158th Brigade which manned part of the Romani
defences on the ath,

I cannot speak too highly of the work of the Royal
Flying Corps during the whole period, Their work
was extremely arduous and exhausting. The average
total dauly reconnaissances during the period amoupted
to 23§ hours, and, during the first five days of August,
to as much as 313 hours. Many pilots and observers
were out two or three titnes a day for several con-
secutive days under very accurate anti-aircraft fire, and
were frequently engaged in air combats with enemy
machines of superior power. Special commendation
15 due to Lieut.~Colonel P, B. Joubert, Officer Com-
manding, 5th Wing Royal Flying Corps, and to Major
H. Biackburn, Royal Flying Corps, who commanded
the detachment ar Kantara,

I wish also te bring to notice the good work done
by H.M. Monitors M.15 and M.21, under the com-
mand of Lieut,-Commander A. O, St. John, R.N., and
Commander L. Robinson, V.C., R.N., respectively,
The shooting of these ships was consistently good,
and they were very successful in reducing the fire of
the enemy’s heavy howitzers on the gth August,
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8. With the exception of the operations described
in the preceding paragraph, there is little to rt?cord
peyoad reconnaissances and patrols for the remainder
of the period under review.

On 16th and 17th September, a mounted force con-
¢isting of two brigades Australian Light Hnrse_, No, 1
Battalion Imperial Camel Corps, the Ayrshire and
Inverness Batteries R.H.A,, and the Hong Kong and
Singapore Mountain Battery, under the command of
Ceneral Officer Commanding, Australian and New
Zealand Mounted Division, carried out a successful
reconnaissance in force against the enemy's camp at
Bir el Mazar. At dawn on the 17th the camp was
artacked from the west and from the south and south-
cast. On the west our troops occupied 2 ridge about
oo yards from the enemy’s second line trenches;
several small posts were rushed and taken. Our bat-
reries came into action in a favoutable position, partially
enfilading some enemy trenches which were seen to be
occupied in strength, and inflicted considerable loss.
The enemy replied actively with shell fire and heavy
rifle fire. On the south and south-east our troops drew
the enemy's fire on a front of two miles, and in many
instances occupied the enemy's original first hine
trenches, My instructions were that a general action
against the enemy in entrenched positions was to be
avoided, and the column, having successfully carred
out itz mission, withdrew without any attempt o the
part of the enemy to molest it. The Royal Flji’ir}g Corps
co-operated effectively throughout the operation, and
the pallant action of the seaplanes of the Royal Naval
Air Setrvice off El Arish diverted the attention of the

enemy’s aircraft from our troops at Bir el Mazar.
Our casualties were slight, and our captures included
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one officer and 13 men of the enemy’s camel corps
besides a number of camels. ’
The success of this operation, apart from the
casuaities inflicted, which were heavy, lay in the fact
that it gave the enemy a new and unexpected proof
of our extended radius of action, and induced him, in
theB t_:oulrsIéI of the next few days, to evacuate his camp
at Bir el Mazar and withdra 3 :
at Bir el w the troops to camps near
On 18th September, Major-General Sir Charles
Dobell, K.C.B.,, C.M.G,, D.5.0., took over temporary
command of No. 3 Section,
In No. 1 Section during the month of September,
various small reconnaissances were made, The most
important of these was cartied out against Bir el Tawal
(about 30 miles west of El Kubri) by a column under
Brigadier-General A, Mudge, between the 14th and
218t September. The column included half a squadron
Middlesex Yeomanry, one troop Hertfordshire Yeo-
manty, two companies 1/5th Bedfordshire Regiment,
and one company each of the 1/4th Northamptonshire
and 1/1oth London Regiments, The approach march
was excellently carried out over very broken and intri-
cate country. The enemy’s position was reached on
the 17th, and, after a preliminary reconnaissance on
that c!ay, an attack was made early the next morning
:I'he 1qfantry advanced with great dash, and almos£
xmme:dmtely the enemy took to flight, but pursuit
was impossible owing to the nature of the ground
An inspection of the enemy’s camp showed that he haci
been. completely taken by surprise, and had left behind
all his stores and personal effects, which were captured
After the wells had been emptied, and such stores a.;
could not be brought away had been destroyed, our
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troops withdrew, reaching Kubri rail-head on 2rst
September. Our total casualties were three other
ranks killed and two other ranks wounded.

On the western front during the months of August
and September there has been little of note 1o report.
‘The railway towards the Baharia oasis has been pushed
on, and the rail-head of the Kharga railway 1s now 10
miles beyond Kharga Station. Patrolling has been
most active in all sections of the line. On 31st August
a patrol of eight motor-cars captured an enemy canel
convoy 20 miles north-west of Jarabub. The escort
of 30 armed mets surrendered without resistance, the
Joads and saddles of the camels were burnt and most
of the camels destroyed, In the Baharia section 2 patrol
of two officers and three men, Imperial Camel Corps,
came in contact with a small body of between 15 and
20 enemy near the point where the ** Rubi ” road from
Samalut descends the escarpment of the Baharia oasis.
"The two officers became detached from the men, who
made their way back to the post covering the rail-head,
but I much regret that subsequent search has failed
to discover the missing officers. In the Wadi Natron
section a motor-car patrol on 215t September arrested
a small convoy under a Tripolitan officer of the Senoussi
Force, which was bringing mails and a quantity of
bombs, gelignite and automatic pistols from Baharia
to Amria (12 miles west of Alexandria on the coast).

On the 18th Septcmber, Brigadier-General E. A.
Herbert, M.V.O., was appointed to temporary command
of the Western Frontier Force,

Throughout the period under review the command
of the Delta district and the Lines of Communication
Defences has been held by Major-General W. A.
Watson, C.B., C.LE., and the duties of that command,
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though happily involving no active operations, have
been carried out to my satisfaction. Great activity and
thoroughness has been shown in carrying out my in-
strilctions to establish a line of posts along the western
edge of the Canal Zone, to prevent the entrance of un-
desirable persons. The patrolling duties involved Yave
been entrusted to two squadrons of the gth Australian
Light Horse Regiment, who have displayed the greatest
zeai, tact and resource in bringing the new orders and
restrictions into force, The results of this measure have
been excellent, and the Western Canal Zone can now
be said to be free from the presence of all unauthorised
DErsons,

9. It gives me the greatest pleasure to bring fo
notice the services rendered by General Sir F. R.
Wingate, G.C.B., G.C.V.0.,, K.CM.G., D.S.0., and
the Egyptian Army since the beginning of the war
to the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force and the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, and to express my
gratefulness for the assistance which has at all times
been so willingly given. Fifty-eight officers and 12
Stidan Government officials served—most of them for
short periads equivalent to the amount of leave to which,
i1 normal circumstances, they would have been entitled
—with the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force: of
these, six officers were either killed or died of wounds,
1z were weunded, Sixty officers and 27 Sudan Govern-
ment officials were lent at various times for service with
the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.

Personnel of the Egyptian Aty has been employed
ar different times as guards for railway bridges and to
garrison various important points in the interior. The
Egyptian Army also supplied guns and gunners for
two armouyred trains for use with the defences of Egypt.
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A Camel Maxim Section and an armed detachment
of the Military Works Departinent were attached to
the Bikanir Camel Corps, and took part in the opera-
tionrs against the Senoussi (in which operations No. 1
Squadron Egyptian Cavalry was also employed) and in
the artack on the Suez Canal in April, 1915, Two com-
panies of the and (Egyptian) Battalion garrisoned Tor
in January, 1915, and teok part in the subsequ:ent
opetations in that district. The garrison of Abu Zeneima
was also supplied for some months by troops of the
Egyptian Army. In the cowrse of 1915, 2,230 Egyptian
reservists, whe had been called up, were employed
on works connected with the Canal defences; a num-
ber of Egyptian officers, from pension and unemployed
lists, volunteered for service with these reservists and
pave valuable assistance. A works battalion of six
companies was formed in May, 1915, for service at the
Dardanelles, the battalion and the companies being
commanded by British officers in the employ of the
Egyptian Army. This unit did excellent work, under
perpetual shell fire, on the Peninsuls, during the four
months of its employment.

Besides this assistance in the matter of personnel,
the Egyptian Army has most liberally placed at the
disposal of the Mediterranean and Egyptian Expedi-
tionary Forces accommodation, war material and trans-
port camels. ‘

I would especially mention the loan of the Egyptian
Army Hospital at Cairo, complete with equipment,
to the New Zealand Division; the purchase in the
Sudan of over 14,000 riding and baggage camels,
the collection, veterinary examination and despatch of
which threw a large amount of additional work upon
the province staffs ; the supply of 174,000 grenades for
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the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force; the loan of
tugs and steel plates for the Canal defences; and the
manufacture and repair, in the Stores Department, of a
large number of articles of equipment and clothing.
For these, and all ather, services rendered mn addition
to their normal duties, the Egyptian Army and the
Sudan Administration deserve the most cordial thanks.

I also wish 1o express my extreme gratefulness to
Field Marshal the Ri. Hon. Lord Methuen, G.C.B.,
G.C V.0, CMG., Governor and Commander-in-
Chief, Malta, and to all his staff, for the labowrs which
they have undertaken in connection with hospital work
for the benefit of the Mediterranean and Egyptian
Expeditionary Forces. In March and April, 1915,
the accommodation 1n Malta for sick and wounded
began to expand, and rose from 331 beds in February
to 22,600 beds at the end of 1g15. The additional
accommodation required was found by the construction
of new hospitals in exsting barracks, schools, and other
buildings, and by the erection of tented hospitals and
convalescent camps. During the operations on the
Gallipoli Peninsula and up to the evacuation of Mudros,
2,361 officers and 57,293 men were admitted from
transports and hospital ships. During March, 1916,
this accommeodation was reduced to 12,000 beds with
a corresponding reduction in personnel, but, since July,
expansion to meet the demands of the Salonica Force
has steadily proceeded, till, at the end of August, there
were 21,174 beds on the Island, with the possibiiity
of expansion up to 27000, By the beginning of
September a total of 854 officers and 22,116 men
had been received from the Salonica Force.

The expansion, reduction, and re-expansion of
accommodation has necessitated very hard work on the
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part of the Engineer, Barracks, Ordnance, Transport
and Supply Services, as well as on the part of the
Medical Department.

I wish to call attention to the admirable work
that has been performed by the Nursing Services in
the hespitals in Egypt. Not only have they had 1o deal
with a very large number of wounded and sick from
Gallipoli, Salonica and Egypt itself, but alsn from
ather theatres of war. The devotion to duty, zeal and
skill of the Nursing Services, Brirish, Australian and
New Zealand, and of the voluntary helpers, have been
beyond praise, and 1 shall have great pleasure in
bringing to your notice in a subsequent despatch the
names of a number of these ladies for specially
distinpuished service.

The distribution By the Army Postal Service of
letters and parcels over the extended desert fronts has
been fraught with difficuities. The successful matner
in which these hzve been overcome has greatly con-
tributed to the comfort and health of the troops under
my command. In this connection I wish to acknowledge
the assistance I have received from the Egyptian Postal
Service, under the able direction of N. T. Borton Pasha,
Postmaster-General.

The complete failure of the enemy's operations in
Avgust was largely due to the manner in which the
plans for defence were prepared, and the distribution
of the troops arranged. In the accomplishment of this,
the Chief of my General Staff, Major-General A. L.
Lynden-Bell, C.B., C.M.G., rendered me able and
devoted service., His work has been of an onerous
nature, and he has discharged it with energy, skill
and deternination.

My thanks are alse due ro Lieut.-General E, A.

I
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Altham, K.C.B.,, C.M.G., for the manner in which
he has discharged his responsible duties as Inspector-
General of Communications.

T will submit in a separate despatch the names of
those ollicers and men who have rendered distinguished
service dutring the period under review, and whose
services I desire to commend,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
{Signed} &, J. MURRAY, General,
Commandet-in-Chief,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.

COVERING LETTER SENT WITH
SECOND DESPATCH
rith October, 1916



COVERING LETTER SENT WITH
SECOND DESPATCH
From—

Tue CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.

To—
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR,
War Office, London, S.W.
General Headguarters,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force,
11th October, 1916.
SIR,

I have the honour to forward herewith my despatch
dealing with operations between 1st June and zoth
September.

I am aware that, as in my last despatch, there are
certain passages which it will not be advisable to publish
at present. 1 wish, therefore, in order to avoid delay
in publication, to express my willingness that such
passages should be deleted by the General Staff without
any further reference to me, while respectfully request-
ing that the general sequence and connection of the

whole should be preserved.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) A, J. MURRAY, General,
Commander-in-Chief,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.
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THIRD DESPATCH

From—
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
Egvptian Expeditionary Force.

To—
THE SFECRETARY OF STATE FOR WaR,
War Office, London, 5.W.
General Headquarters,
Epyptinn Expeditionary Force,
15f March, 1017.
My Lorp,

I have the honour to submit a repert on the opera-
tions of the Force under my command from 15t October,
1916, to 28th February, 1g17.

1. During the months of October and November
and the first half of December, there were no important
operations upon my eastern front, though a successful
reconnaissance against the enemy positions at Bl Rakwa
and Bir el Maghara, 65 miles east of Ismailia, was
carried out between the 13th and 1yth October by a
small force of Australian Light Horse, Yeomanry and
Camel Corps. This operation not only needed careful
preparation, bur entatled two night marches over ex-
ceedingly difficult sand-dune country, the difficulties
being increased on the second night by the presence of
a thick fog. On the early morning of the 15th, the enemy
was located holding a strong position on the high
precipitous hills of Maghara, The force, attacking in
two columns, dislodged the enemy from his advanced
position, capturing a few prisoners. At the same time

tig
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the enemy’s camp was repeatedly bombed by our aero-
planes, which furnished invaluable assistance through-
out the operation. After an engagement lasting two
hours, the force withdrew unmolested, and reached
Bayud on the 17th without the loss of a single camel.
The operation was well carried out, and valuable
information was obtained regarding the enemy’s dis-
positions and the nature of the country,

With this exception, all was quiet on the eastern
front. The unexpected evidence of our mobility given
to the enemy by the successful reconnaissance against
Bir el Mazar which I recorded in my last despatch, and
tl:lﬁ losses suffered by the Turks during this affair, had
given the enemy sufficient uneasiness to induce him to
withdraw altogether from Mazar, and towards the end
of October his nearest troops were in the neighbour-
hqod of Ujret el Zol and Masaid, about seven and four
miles west of EI Arish respectively. The enemy also
maintained several small posts in the neighbourhood of
Maghara, with small garrisons further south at Hassana
and Nekhl. About the same time the railway towards
El Arish, which had been making steady and uninter-
rupted progress, was in the neighbourhood of Bir
Salmang, some four miles east of Bir el Abd. The
Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division, with
the sth‘Mounted Brigade attached, had advanced from
Romani, gnd was covering the advance and the railway
construction east of Salmana with brigades thrown out
to its flanks and rear ; the 52nd Division was at Bir e}
Abd, and tl_la 42nd Division disposed along the line
of communication from Kantara to Negiliat (half-way
between Romani and Bir el Abd),

2. 0151 the 23rd October, in order to be in closer
touch with the civil authority, I moved my General
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Headquarters from Ismailia to Cairo, and at the same
time the new Headquarters of the Eastern Force came
into existence at Ismailia, under the command of Lieut.-
General Sir Charles Dobell, X.C.B., C.M.G., D.5.0.
‘This new command included the three sections of the
Canal Defences, of which I have previously spoken,
and the Shargia province (between the edge of the Nile
Delta and the Suez Canal), including Port Said and
Suez. At the same time the Headquarters of the In-
spector-General of Communications, which had always
been in Cairo, were merged in General Headquarters,
and, on the lapse of his appointment, Lieut.-General
Sir E. A. Altham, K.C.B., C.M.G., to my great persenal
regret, returned to England. During the first half of
November further modifications were made in the
organisation of the force under my command, and I
made a general redistribution of troops in the Eastern
Force so as to set free a sufficient force for mobile
operations during the next stages of the advance.
Arrangements were completed for the abolition of the
three sections of the Canal Defences ; for the amalga-
mation of the old MNos. 1 and 2 Sections into the
Southern Canal Section; and for the division of the
old No. 3 Section into two parts—one being the Desert
Column, which, for the time being, was composed of
the Australian and New Zecaland Mounted Division and
the 42nd and 52nd Divisions, and the other being called
the Northern Cana! Section and practically forming
the lines of communication of the Desert Column,
The Northern Canal Section at first extended from the
Canal as far east as Romani, and will soon extend to
El Arish. I also made preparation for 2 considerable
reduction of the garrison in the Southern Canal Section,
and for the withdrawal of the 53rd Division zltogether
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from this area to form the general reserve of the Eastern
Fotce. All these preparations were completed during
the first half of November, and tock effect between the
z2nd November and sth December, by which time the
v}rhole of the 42nd Division had been relieved from its
line of corpmunication duties and concentrated at Mazar.
The 53rd Division was concentrated in reserve at
Ismakia and El Ferdan, while the Desert Column and
the Northern and Southern Canal Sections were formed
as above described,

3. 'The first half of November was mainly orcupied
in making the necessary arrangements for pressing for-
ward our advance towards El Arish. In the south a
small column under Brigadier-General P. C, Palin,
C.B., marched on Bir um Gurf, 30 nnles south-east
of Stez, on the 15th and 16th November, and attacked
and drove off some enemy posted in the hills, On the
nor[;l}, consiruction was begun of 2 strong defensive
position which I had ordered to be made covering
Bir el Abd; this position has since becn prepared for
defence .with the greatest possible completeness.

During the larter part of the month the Australian
and Ne:m_r Zealand Mounted Division gradually pushed
forward in advance of the railway, which by November
36th reached Mazar. Reconnaissances by mounted
toops were pushed forward to within eight miles of
El Atrish by rjth November, when the enemy's out-
posts were located at Ujret el Zol; on November 28th
a mounted patrol was pushed through to Bir el Masmi
little more than three miles south-west of El Ari‘;h:
and frnm this time owr patrols were COHStanﬂ}; 1':;
wouch with the enemy’s position at Bl Arish-—NMasaid
'I:"hroughuut the month the enemy’s aireraft showed f:on:
siderable activity, attacking the rail-head and bivouacs
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of our advanced troops with bombs, Liitle damage,
however, was done, and our own aircraft refained com-
plete superiority in the air. The Royal Flying Corps
in this month visited El Magdhaba (see Map 3}, Sheikh
Zowaid, and Khan Yunus, for reconnaissance putposes,
and an the r1th November made very successful bomb
attacks on Beersheba and El Magdhaba. At Beersheba
special attention was paid to the aerodrome and the rail-
way station, both of which were extensively damaged.
Presumably in retaliation for the air raid at Beersheba,
one hostile aeroplane dropped bombs on Cairo on the
13th, causing some casualties among the civil popula-
tion and killing one private; no other damage of a
military nature was done. The Royal Flying Corps
prompily replied by heavily bombing the enemy's camp
at El Magdhaba by moonlight on the same night. {On
the r7th November the enemy's camps at Masaid were
heavily bombed by four niachines in reply to the appear-
ance of a hostile maching at Sue the same morning.
By the 15t December the railway had reached Kilo-
metre 121, about five miles east of Mazar. At this time
the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division,
supported by part of the 4z2nd Division, was in advance
of and covering the rail-head ; the remainder of the
42nd Division was at Mazar. The s2nd Division, less
one brigade, reached Mazar on the 2nd December; the
53rd Division (general reserve), less one infantty brigade
and attached troops, was moving up to Romani, During
the first week of December constant patrols were senf
out by the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Divi-
sion, and the country was thoroughly reconnoitred in
the area Mazar—Risan Aneiza—Bir Lahfan (see Map 4)
__ Rir el Masmi. In the meantime, the enemy main-
tained his position of El Arish and Masaid, and, m
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order to afford him no inducement to withdraw until
such time as I should be ready to strike, mounted patrols
were ordered to be as unostentatious as possible,

4. On the 7th December Lieut,~-General Sir P, W.
Chetwode, Br,, C.B., I).5.0., assumed command of the
Desert Column, shortly afterwards moving his Head-
quarters from Bir el Abd to Mazar. By the roth the
railway was within 20 miles of El Arish, and the time
had come which was to reward the strenuous labours
of nearly 2 year. Since January, the force had gradually
pushed right across the Sinai desert, fighting when
necessary, organising and constructing incessantly in
the heavy sand and hot sun, The pressure on the enemy
1 other theatres, and our success at Rowmani, were
undoubtedly contributing factors to this advance, but
the main factor—without which all liberty of action
and any tactical victory would have been nugatoty-—
—was work, intense and unremitting, To regain this
peninsula, the true frontier of Egypt, hundreds of miles
of road anﬁ. ;aﬂway had been bailt,' hundreds of miles
?f water-piping had been laid, iilters capable of supply-
Ing 1,500,000 gallons of water a day, and reservoirs
*_mth a total capacity of 3,500,000 gallons had been
11'{stalled, and goo,000 tons of stone transported from
distant quarries. Kantara had been transformed from
a small ¢anal village into an important railway and
water terminus, with wharves and crapmes and 2 rail-
way ferry ; and the desert, till then almost destitute of
human hi}bltﬂﬂﬂﬂ; showed the successive marks of our
advance in the shape of strong positions fitmly en-
trenched and protected by hundreds of miles of harbhed

wire, of standing camps where troops could sheiter in

1
T]:._e Byures wp 1o the end of P_‘Fhrs:a.r:.r are a3 {ollnws =88 miles of railway
203 miles of maladled road, 85 miles of wite and broshwood mad, 200 iles ;i;
water-pipang ; 0o000 luns of stone guarried. S
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cormfortable huts, of tanks and reservoirs built of con-
crete, of railway stations and sidings, of aerodromes
and of signal stations and wireless installations, by all
of which the desert was subdued and made habitable,
and adequate lines of communication established be-
tween the advancing troops and their ever-receding
hase. Moreover, not only had British troops laboured
incessantly through the summer and autumn, but the
body of organised native labour had grown till the
Egyptian Labour Corps, with its speaal headquarters,
standing camps, clearing camps and recruiting stations,
had reached a total of nearly 40,000 The necessity of
combining the protection and maintenance, including
the important work of sanitation, of this large force of
workers, British and native, with thar steady progress
on the railway, reads and pipes which was vital ta the
success of my operations, put the severest strain upon
all energies and resources; but the problem of feeding
the workers without starving the work was solved hy
the good-will and energy of all concerned, and it was
only the period of active operations in August, and one
or two delays in the arrival of material by sea, that
stopped the steady eastward movement of pipes and
lines.

Moreover, organisation kept pace with construction.
The equipment of the fighting units with camel trans-
port, which had reached its first stage of completion
at the time of the Romani battle, had been perfected by
the middle of December. The three divisions of the
Desert Column were provided with some 3,000 camels
each, and a proportionate number of native drivers,
furnishing complete first-line transport, which had
been worked out in1 the minutest detail, for each of their

1 Thiz fuicher is now so,000, aod o still incressing.
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component unmits. A large number of additional camels
were provided for convoying supplies and water from
the rail-head to the front, The haulage of artillery
had been lightened by the fitting of ped-rails, and all
surplus horses—the watering of which was 2 serious
burden—were withdrawn, The striking force waz now
f:ompler_ely mobile, and the troops had grown skilful
i meeting the special problems of desert campaigning,
5. But no organisation could entirely overcoine the
chief chffieulty which had faced us all through the year,
the ;dequate provision of water for the troops. In —facf,
during this: fimal period this difficulty was accentuated
by the rapid advance of troops and railway, with which
the water-supply could not keep pace. Moreover, my
troops had passed out of the water-bearing Katia basin,
and had reached a tract in which local water was almost
non-existent.  From Romani to Bir el Abd the local
water, though generally somewhat brackish, had been
always employed for the horses, mules and camels, and
it had been found that, if the necessary precautions
were aken, it had no ill-effect upon our troops, at all
cvents for a limited period. East of Bir el Abd the
sttuation 1s altogether different. Waier is found in com-
pa_rati‘sfely few and widely-separated Jocalities. Such as
exists 15 generally too brackish for human consumption,
and the wells east of the water-line are so widely separ-
ated and are of so small capacity that it i5 a matter of
great difficulty—sometimes a complete tmpossibility—
to water any large number of animals, ‘This larter fact
grea'gly restricted the employment of mounted frocps.
L‘!unng the first half of November, also, the 12-inch
pipe-line was nof yet delivering water at Romani, and
the water for the advanced troops had therefore to be
brought up by rail in tank trucks, and stored in im-
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provised tanks at railway-sidings made for that purpose.
Since the railway had reached Kilotnetre 109 by 14th
November, considerable straip was thrown on 1ts re-
sources for this period, owing to the necessity for main-
taining the rate of construction, for forwarding material
for the construction of the 12-inch pipe-line, for sup-
plying the troops, and for undertaking the long haulage
of great quantities of water in addition. By the 17th
November, however, the water situation was somewhat
relieved by the delivery of water through the 12-inch
pipe-line at Romani. This reduced by 35 miles the
distance over which water had to be hauled by the rail-
way. Thereafter the water difficulty again increased as
the raitway advanced, unatil on the 1st December the
12~inch pipe-line delivered water at Bir el Abd, there-
by again reducing the distance over which rail-borne
water had to be cartied. But as the month advanced,
the water question preseuted itself more insistently
than ever as the one factor which would determine
the day when I could strike at El Arish. Every tactical
preparation for the offensive had been made, naval
co-operation planned, and arrangements made for the
landing of stores and construction of piers as scon
as the place was in my possession. But the difficulty
of water-supply, even with rail-head only 15 miles to
the rear, was immense, The enemy was so disposed
as to cover all the available water in the neighbourhood
of El Arish and Maszaid. Between his position and ours,
and south of his pesition, no water could be found ;
nor had search in the Wadi el Arish, south of the town,
by parties sent in by night, proved more successiul.
The enemy was disposed in depth covering all the water
in the area—there being about four miles between his

ottpost line and his third line of defence. If, therefore,
u
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hie should be able to force us to spend two days in the
operation of driving him from his position, it would be
necessary to carry forward vety large quantities of water
on camels for the men and ammals of the formations
engaged. This entailed the establishment of a very
large reserve of water at rail-head, and the preparation
of elaborate arrangements for the forwarding and dis-
tribution of water.

The size of the Twkish gatrison at El Arish was
known to me with approximate certainty. It consisted
of two battahons of the Soth Regiment of the 3rd
Turkish Division—some 1,600 infantry in all--in a
strong entrenched position. Between the gth and 14th
December, increased activity was shown by the Turks,
and our aircraft and mounted patrols reported the con-
struction of new works, while the ememy comps at
Magdhaba and Abu Aweigila were reported to have
increased in size. On these indications of a probable
reinforcement to the enemy, the final preparations were
pushed on with most strenuous determination, Had
rain only fallen, an earlier move could have been made,
but as it was, the water-supply for the striking force
of two infantry divisions, the Australian and New
Zealand Mounted Division, and the Imperial Camel
Corps Brigade, waz not adeguately secured till acth
December,

6. The swiftness of our final preparations was
rewarded, but not immediately, by a successful engage-
ment. We had been too quick for the enemy, but he
had recognised it, and, knowing thar reinforcements
would arrive teo late, had hurriedly withdrawn his
treops from Masaid and El Arish, ‘This retirement
was reported by the Royal Flying Corps on the 20th
December, and the Australian and New Zealand
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Mounted Division and Imperial Camel Corps Bngade
were ordered to move on El Arish the same night,
The s2nd Division was to move in support of the
mounted troops. Accordingly, after a .ﬁ'kﬂfu.ll}’ con-
ducted march of 20 miles in the moonless night, the
1st and grd Light Horse Brigades and the Im]??.:‘l'iﬂl
Camel Corps Brigade surrounded the enemy’s position.
Light Horse patrols reached El Arish about sunnse,
and found it unoccupied. By 7.20 a.m. the Ist Light
Horse Brigade was east of El Arish, the Imperial Camel

'Corps south of the town, the 3rd Light Horse Brigade

was about Masaid, and the New Zealand Mounted
Rifles Brigade was at Masmi. Subsequently, the
General Officer Commanding, Desert Column, I‘Epr::l:tcd
that there was no necessity for naval co-operation,
since the enemy had completely evacuated his position.
Owing to the fact that insufficient water had beenifouncl,
the 4znd Division was sent back to Mazar. During the
day our aircraft reported about 1,600 of the enemy on
the march in two columns in the neighbourhood of
Magdhaba and Abu Aweigila. Sheikh Zowaid and
Rafa appeared to be clear of the enemy., Maghara
had been evacuated, and the enemy was apparently in
process of withdrawing from the neighbouring posts.
By the night of the 21st December, therefare, the re-
accupation of El Arish had been effected, and the enemy
was evacuating, or had evacuated, his positions west
of a north and south line through that place, except
those at Nekhl and Hassana, The aircraft, moreaver,
reported that the garrison of the latter place seemed
also to be reduced.

On the 2and December the sand Division was
about El Arish and E! Bittiz, Mine-sweeping operations
were at once commenced in the roadstead, under the
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direction of Captain A, H, Willilamson, M.V.0,, R.N,,
while the erection of & pler was taken in hand by the
Royal Australian Naval Bridging Train, In 48 hours
the roadstead was cleared of mines, and the supply ships
frem Port Said began unloading stores and supplies
on the z4th. Supplies were also hastened to El Arish
by camel canvoy, since it was of the utmost importance
to accumulate at once a sufficient amount to give our
mounted troops a further radius of action. QOur air-
craft were exceedingly active during the day. A suc-
cessful attack was made on the ralway brnidge at Tel
el Sharia, north of Beerslieba; El Auja and Beersheba
were effectively bombed; and two battalions of Turkish
troops located by the Royal Flying Corps at Magdhaba,
some 20 miles south of El Arish, were attacked with
bombs by 13 of our aeroplanes, and suffered many
casualties.

In order to emphasise the capture of El Arish, in
the Southern Canal Section a columm assembled near
Bir Mabeiuk an the zand December, and on the follow-
ing days advanced through the Mitla Pass and by the
Darb el Haj as far as Sudr el Heitan, more than half-
way to Nekhl, This column destroyed various enemy
posts and entrenchments, but, finding no enemy, re-
turned on the 25th,

7. The enemy having temporarily succeeded in
eluding wvs, it was of the utmost importance to strike
any of his forces that remained within our reach. I
had always anticipated that, should the enemy choose
to abandon El Arish, his line of retreat would be through
Magdhaba and Abu Aweigila towards El Auja. ‘These
anticipations were confirmed by the report of the Royal
Flying Corps that an eneniy force of about two regi-
ments was at Magdhaba, It appeared Hkely that this
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force consisted of the 1,600 infantry which had com-
posed the garrison of El Arish, and chat it was preparing
to held Magdhaba as a rearguard. Orders were given
that a mounted force should push forward with all
haste against the enemy, and arrangements were made
accordingly by General Sir Charles Dobell for the move
of the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division,
less the 2nd Light Horse Brigade, with the Imperial
Camel Brigade, against Magdhaba and Abu Aweigila
on the night of the z2ndfazrd. Major-General Sir
H. G. Chauvel, K.C.M.G., C.B., was in command of
the column.

8. Starting at rz.45 a.m. on December 23rd, the
Flying Column halted at 4.50 a.m. in an open plain
about four miles from Magdhaba, whence the enemy’s
bivouac fires could plunly be seen. General Chavvel
with his Staff and subordinate comumanders iminedi-
ately undertook a personal reconnaissance of the eneray’s
pasition, and soon after 8 a.m., by which time the first
aeroplane reports had been received, the attack was
set In motion,

The enexy had taken up a position on both banks of
the Wadi el Arish, and was very strongly posted in
a rough circle of from 3,000 to 3,500 yards diameter.
Five large closed works, exceedingly well-sited, formed
the principal defences, and between these works was
a system of well-constructed and concealed trenches
and rifle pits. Genera! Chauvel’s plan of attack was as
fFollows

The New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade and the
3rd Light Horse Brigade, both under the command of
Brigadier-General E. W. C. Chaytor, C.B., were to

+ mave to the east of Magdhaba and to swing round to

attack the enemy's right and rear. The Imperial Camel
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Corps Brigade was to move direct against Magdhaba
to attack the enemy in front—that is, from the north-
west, The 1st Light Horse Brigade was at the outset
in reserve, Between 8.45 aum. and ¢.30 a.m, the attack
developed, and at the latter hour General Chaytor moved
2 light horse regiment and part of a machine-gun
squadron on 2 wide turning movement round the
rear of rthe enemy's position, with orders to come in
from the south., A little later, two regiments of the New
Zealand Mounted Rifles Bripade were despatched in
more or less the same direction, though making 2 less
wide detour, with orders to move on Magdhaba from
tht_t east.  In the meantime the Imperial Camel Corps
Brigade was making progress, theugh somewhat slowiy.

At 1o a.m. the aircraft reports indicated the possi-
bility that the enemy might 1ry to escape. Thereupon
General Chauvel ordered the 1st Light Horse Brigade,
less one regiment remaining in reserve, to push in
from the north-west. The brigade moved fqrward at
a trot, and, coming under shrapnel fire, increased the
pace to a gallop. The enemy then opened a very heavy
rifle and machine-gun fire, whereupon the brigade
swung to ﬁts right and gained cover in the Wadi, where,
msmounthg., it began an attack against the left of the
enemy position,

Betwe._rn naon and 1.30 p.au. the enemy’s position
was practically surrounded, but for some little time it
had been found increasingly difficult to make pro-
gress. The horse-artillery batteries had been greatly
hindeted by the mirage and the difficulty of getting
fnr'.t.r.-a:rd observation, the ground round the enemy’s
position being absolutely flat and devoid of cover.
‘_The Hong Kong and Singapore Camel Battery was
in action at less than 2,000 yards range,
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In the meantime reports were received from the
Field Sguadron that no water could be found, Unless
Magdhaba could be taken during the day, therefore,
it was probable that our troops would have to with-
draw, as ntone of the horses had been watered since the
evening of the aznd, and the nearest water, except
that in the enemy’s position, was at El Arish, General
Chauvel reported the situation to the Desert Column
acgordingly, and received orders to maintain the attack
at all hazards,

But even before this communication arrived, the
situation had begun to improve. The st Light Horse
Brigade, pressing on against the enemy's left, captured
a work on the west of the Wadi, taluing about 100
prisoners, At 2 p.n. two regiments of the zrd Laght
Horse Brigade, coming in from the north-east, were
within 200 yards of the pesition, in close touch with
the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade advancing from the
north-west. A quarter of an hour later the attack of
the remaining regiment of this brigade was pressing
heavily on the enemy from the south, By three o'clock
the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade was within
Goo yards of the enemy's trenches on the east,

From this time forward the pressute on the enemy
increased on all sides, Before 3.30 pan. the 1st Light
Horse Brigade and the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade
attacked the second line of the enemy’s trenches,
and at 4 p.m. the former brigade carried one of the
main redoubts, taking 130 prisoners, including the
Turkish commander. Immediately after this, part
of the roth Light Horse Regiment charged in from
the south, mounted and with fixed bayonets, and
by 4.30 p.m. all organised resistance was over, and
the enemy was surrendering everywhere.
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The total number of prisoners taken in this fine
action was 1,282, including some 50 wounded. A large
number of the enemy were buried by our troops on the
position. Four mountaiti guns, one machine gun and
1,052 rifles were captured, and 200 more rifles were
destroyed.

Qur own casualties were I3 officers and 134 other
ranks lalled and wounded. It was possible to give
every attention to our wounded before maving them
back to El Arish, owing to the fact that the enemy
had a permanent and well-equipped hogpital at Mag-
dhaba, to which they were taken as soon as the action
Was over.

The treops marched back to Et Arish during the
night of December a3rd f24th.

¢, On the 27th December the Royzl Flying Corps
reported that an entrenched position was being pre-
pared by the enemy at El Magruntein, near Rafa. Work
on this position was cofitinued during the following
day, and it was occupied by a garrison equivalent 1o
about two battalions, with mountain guns, Since the
raillway was only just reaching El Arish, where exten-
sive work on the station and sidings would be necessary,
it was not at the moment possible for me, owing to diffi-
culties of supply, 1o push en and occupy Rafa perma-
nently. Sitce, however, the enemy had again placed a
small detached garrison within striking distance of my
mounted troops, I determined, if possible, to repear the
success at Magdhaba, by surrounding and capturing
the Magruntein position also. I communicated this
decision on 7th January to General Dobell, who en-
trusted the operation (o Lieut-General Sir Philip
Cherwode, Bt,, C.B., D.5.0,, commanding the Desert
Column, who set out from El Arish on the evening of
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the Bthfgth with a force consisting of the Australian
and New Zealand Mounted Division (less one brigade},
the sth Mounted Brigade and the Imperial Camel
Corps Brigade, with the Hong Kong and Singapore
Battery attached.

So efficiently and swiftly was the approach-march
carried out that the enemy was completely surprised,
and by dawn on gth January his position was almost
entirely surrounded before he became aware of the
presence of any large forces in his vicinity., The position,
however, was a formidable one. It cousisted of three
strong series of works connected by trenches, one se::ias
facing west, one facing south-west, and ome facing
south and south-east. The whole was dominated by a
central keep or redoubt, some 2,000 yards south-west
of Rafa. Moreover, the ground in front of these works
was entirely open and devoid of cover, and, in their
immediate neighbourheod, was almost a glacis,

The guns, with which aeroplanes were co-operating,
started to register at 7.20 am. The main attack, to
be carried cut by Major-General Sir H. G. Chauvel,
K.C.M.G., C.B., General Officer Commanding, Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Mounted Division, was timed
for 10 a.m., with the New Zealand Mounted Rifles
Brigade on the sight, attacking from the east, and the
15t Light Horse Brigade on their left, attacking from
the east and south-east, while the Imperial Camel Corps
attacked the works in their front from the south-east.
The 2rd Licht Horse Brigade was in reserve, and the
sth Mounted Brigade in column reserve. Shortly after
16 a.m. parties of Turks, who were attempting to leave
Rafs by the Khan Yunus road, were met and cap-
tured by the New Zealand Brigade, who galloped the
Police Barracks and 2 machine-gun post, capturing six
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Germans (including one officer), two Turkish officers,
and 16z other ranks,

Before 11 a.m. Rafa was occupied, and two regi-
ments of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade were advanced
against the works on the left of the 1st Light Horse
Brigade, The 15t Light Horse Brigade with rthe Camel
Brigade was ordered to press its attack on the works
facing south-west, and aboul the same time the re-
mainder of the New Zealand Brigade, with the 1st
Light Horse Brigade, galloped an open space south of
the Police post, and established irself 300 yards east
of the nearest enemy wotk, The sth Mounted Brigade
was also ordered to deploy against the western works
and to aftack in conmjunction with the Camel Brigade.
The encircling movement was now practically complete,
save for a gap in the north-west between the New
Zealand Brigade and the Yeomanry. At 12.30 p.m,
“B" Bartery, Honourable Artillery Company, moved
forward some 1,500 yards to support the attack of the
sth Mounted Brigade, By 1 p.n. our troops were within
660 yards of the southern and western trenches, which
were being shelled with good effect by our artillery,
By 2 p.m. the right of the New Zealand Mounted
Rifles Brigade had linked up with the left of the
5th Mounted Brigade, and was pressing its arrack on
the rear of one of the enemy works, GCeneral Chet-
wode now issued orders for a concerted attack on
the " Redoubt,” or central keep, by the New Zealand
Brigade and all other available troops of the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Mounted Division, to
commence at 3.30 pm. The s5th Mounted Brigade
was ordered to co-operate against the rear of the
work. By 3.15 two of the enemy’s works had been
captured, and further prisoners had been taken.
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While the attack on the central redoubt was develop-
ing, information was received, both from patrols and
from the Royal Flying Corps, that an enemy relieving
force, estimated at 1,500 men, was marching frote
Shellal on Rafa, This force was attacked frequently
with bombs and machine~gun fire by our aeroplanes
with success. General Chetwode did not allow this
threat, which complicated his situadon, to affect the
execution of his purpose, IHe at once gave orders for
the attack to be pressed with vigour, and issued instrue-
tions that, if the position were not captured by 5 p.m.,
the engagement was to be broken off, and the force to
be withdrawn under cover of darkness, The troops,
admirably supperted by the artillery, advanced with
great gallantry, and at 4.45 p.an. the New Zealand
Brigade captured the redoubt with brlliant dash,
covering the last Soo vards in two rushes supported
by machine-gun fire, By this achievement they were
able to take the lower-lying works in reverse, and these
soon fell to the Camel Brigade, the Yeomanry and the
Australian Light Herse, By 5.30 p.m. all organised
resistance was over, and the enemy's position with all
its garrison was captured, while the 3rd Light Horse
Brigade, which had come in contact with the detach-
ment marching from Shellal, drove off the enemy
without difficulty. The force now withdrew, taking
with them all prisoners, anitnals and material captured ;
one regiment and a light car patrol, which were left
to clear the battleficld, withdrew unmolested on the
following day.

To this fine action, which lasted for 1o hours, the
entire enemy force, with its commander, wag accounted
for. More than 1,600 unwounded prisoners were taken,
including one German officer and five German non-
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commissioned officers. In addition, six machine guns,
four mountain guns and a number of camels and
mules were captured. Our casualties were compara-
tively hight, amounting to 487 1n all, of which 71 were
killed, 415 wounded, and one was missing,

10. The result of these successful operations was
that the province of Sinai, which for two years had been
partially occupied by the Turks, was freed of all formed
bodies of Turlush troops. The destruction of his rear-
guard at Magdhaba compelled the enemy to withdraw
trom Maghara, Hassana and Wekhl, all of which were
clear by the 3rst December, and the victory at Mag-
runtein had driven him over the frontier at Rafa, which
he did not attempt to reoccupy. For this achievement
I am greatly indebted to Lieut-General Sir Charles
Dobelll, If’.'.C+B+, C.NM.G., D.5.0., and his staff for their
unremitting efforts during the whole period to make
our advance, as it was, rapid and decisive. To them are
mainly due the excellent organisarion and dispositions
which ensured success without delay, and, above all,
the perfection of arrangements for maintaining the
troops in a waterless district far ahead of the raulway,
without which the dash and endurance of our troops
would have been of no avail. The foresight, rapid
decision and excellent arrangements of General Sir
P.‘ Chetwode and the staff of the Desert Column, the
skilful leadership of General Chauvel, the cheerful
endurance by the troops concerned of the fatigue
and h.arfiships entailed by the Magdhaba operation,
and their gallantry and dash at Magruntein, are also
worthy of the highest praise. During the actions the
work of the Reyal Flying Corps in co-operation with
the mounted troops was admirable. Not only were the
enemy harassed with bombs and machine-gun fire
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throughaut, but the aircraft reconnaissance was as
reliable as it was untiring. General Chauvel and General
Chetwode were kept constantly and accurately informed
both of the enemy’s movenents and of the progress of
their own widely dispersed troops, and the co-opera-
tion of the aircraft with the artillery was excellent.
During the engagement at Magruntein the Royal
Flying Corps, besides attacking the entrenched enemy
and his relieving column, made a very successful raid
on Beersheba. :

11. As a result of the action near Rafa the enemy
immediately began to concentrate his forces near Shellal,
west of which place he began rapidly to prepare a
strong defensive position near Weli Sheikh Nuran,
with the object of covering his lines of communication
and supply along the railway running into Beersheba
from the north, and along the Jerusalem-—Eebron—
Beersheba road. The preparation of this position has
continued up to the present date, During the earlier
portion of January considerable activity was shown by
the enemy's aircraft, both in reconnaissance and small
bombing raids. On the other hand, the effect of our
recent success on his moral was proved by the very
marked increase in the number of deserters who came
into our lines.

Ie the meantime arrangements had been progressing
with a view to the concentration of additional troops
towards El Arish, advantage being taken of the altered
military situation in the south to reduce the number
of troops allotted to the direct defenices of the Sueg
Canal. During the first week in January the 53rd
Division was concentrated complete at Romani. By
the 13th January the 54th Division had been withdrawn
altogether from the Southern Canal Section, and was
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concentrated at Moascar, ready to move north as soon
as might be required. In order to relieve the Deser:
Column as far as possible from pre-occupation rear-
ward, the eastern boundary of the Northern Canal
Section was successively moved forward to the neiph-
bourhood of Mazar on 3rd January, and to just west of
Ujret el Zol on z24th January.

In the Southern Canal Section the only operation
to record was the emptying and blocking of all except
one of the rock cisterns in the Wadi um Muksheib,
which had filled with water owing to recent rains.
These measures were taken {o ensure that lack of water
should prevent an enemy force of any size from moving
against the Canal by one of the southern routes.

Towards the end of Januaty, In accordance with
your Lordship’s instructions, I made arrangements
to concentrate the 4znd Division with a view fo its
despatch overseas, At the end of the month, accordingly,
this division started from El Arish for Meascar, while
the s3rd Division moved forward to El Arish in ity
place, and the s4th Division started from Moascar
for Mazar. In general, the period following the action
at Mapruntein was, on my eastern front, devoted to
preparations for a further advance. During the laiter
half of January a large supply depdt had been formed
at El Arish with a view to building up at that place an
advaniced base of sufficient size to support the opera-
tions of three divisions and a mounted division of five
or six brigades. After the railway reached El Arish
a very large amount of work was found to be necessaty
in connection with the construction of a station of
sufficient size. For a considerable time, therefore,—
while this work was stll incomplete—it was impossible
to run supplies into El Arigh itself by rail, Stores and
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supplies had to be detrained at MMasaid and carried
forward on camels, which necessarily increased the
difficulties and delays. Invaluable work was done
during this pericd, however, by the Royal Navy, in
transporting and landing supplies from the sea at El
Arish whenever the weather made this possible, The
coast is exceptionally unfavourable for operations of
this kind, owing to strong currents, a shelving and
shifting beach, and heavy surf. Nevertheless, owing to
the whole-hearted co-operation of Vice-Admiral Sir
R. E. Wemyss, K.C.B.,, C.M.G,, M.V.0O,, and those
under hinl, a large amount of stores and supplies was
landed ; and, in the earlier portion of the period, during
which our difficulties were at cheir greatest, the total
reserve of supplies at El Arish almost exactly corres-
ponded with the amount which had been landed from
the sea. Before the end of the month the railway station
at El Arish was completed, and sea transport of stores
and supplies, being no longer necessary, was eventnally
discontinued. By the 315t January the forward con-
struction of the railway had been resumed, and the
track had been laid to a point 1,000 yards east of
El Arish station.

12, During the month of February, on the eastern
front, the railway, in spite of many difficulties owing
to the heavy sand, was gradually pushed out along
the coast from El Aszish, till by the end of the
month it was just short of Sheikh Zowaid. The
period generally was devoted to the perfection of
the Bl Arish position, and to energetic training of
the troops. Qur cavalty patrols kept the country
up to and beyond Rafa continuously under obser-
vation, and steps were takep to bring in the local
Bedouins who were becoming troublesome.
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On 23rd February, deserters having given informa-
tions that Khan Yunus had been evacuated, a reconnais-
sance was catried out against that place by the New
Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade. The column, arriving
at dawt, found the position strongly held, and, after
manceuvring the enemy out of his front line of defence
and capturing prisoners, withdrew without difficulty.
Continuous pressure maintamed by our troops in
this neighbourhood, however, mduced the enemy to
withdraw the garrison of Khan Yunus, which was
entered by our cavalry without opposition on 28th
Fcbruary.

On 2oth February, General Daobell transferred his
headquarters to El Arish,

During the month also a successful minor operation
was carried out in the interior of the Sinai Peninsula.
Information having heen received thatr the enemy had
re-established small posts at Hassana and Nekhl, with
the object of regaiming his prestige in the cyes of the
Bedouins, I ordered a combined operation against
those two places to be undertaken by three mobile
columns of cavalry and camelry, one colunm starting
from El Arish against Hassana, and two starting from
Serapeumn and Suez respectively against Nekhl. The
advance was so timed that all the columns should arrive
at their destinarions at dawn on 18th February, The
column from El Arish, which reached Lahfan on the
16th, surrounded Hassana by daybreak on the :8th.
The garrison of three officers and 19 other ranks at
once surrendered without resistance. The town was
searched, and a few camels, 21 rifles, and 2,400 rounds
of small arms ammunition were found,

The northernmost of the Nekhl columns, leaving
its point of concentration, some 25 miles east of the
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Great Bitter Lake, on the 14th, marched through the
W. el Baha Pass to Bir el Themada, 25 miles north-
west of Nekhl, where it arrived on the 16th, On the
following day z patrol sent forward rowards the Nekhl
—Hassana road was fired on from the lulls, and in the
afternoon it was further reported that the road was
clear and that men could be seen leaving Mekhl in
an casterly direction, The advanced patrol captured
four of the enemy and fen camels, but was prevented
from crossing the plain east of Nekhi by rifle fire
from about so of the enemy who had temporarily
halted in the foothills on the Nekhl—Akaba (see
Map 2) road. WNekhl was entered that evening by a
squadron of the r1th Australian Light Horse Regiment,
who captured two Bedouins and cne Turk, the town
being otherwise empty. Further pursuit of the enemy
was impossible owing fo darkness, and the remmanis
of the garrison were able to make good their escape
eastwards along the waterless road towards Akaba,
The main body entered Nekhl at dawn on the 18th,
and the Southern Column from Suez reached the towsn
at g a.m. ‘The latter colummn, which included detach-
ments of Indian infantey, had marched from Bir Abu
Tif (20 miles south-east of Suez) through the difficult
W, Abut Garawld pass to Ain Sudr and thence to Nekhl.
The total captures at Nekhl were 11 prisoners, one
field gun, a number of rifles, 16,000 rounds of small
arms ammunition, 250 rounds of gun ammunition,
and a guantty of stores and explosives. These well-
executed and carefully-organised operations gave one
more proof to the enemy of the mobility of our mounted
troops, and of their power to strike over considerable
stretches of waterless desert. The excellent arrange-

ments for the Nekhl operation reflect great credit on
)
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Brigadier-General P. C. Palin, C.B., General Officer
Commanding, Southern Canal Section, and his staff.

12, During most of the period under review the
western front had been gquet. WMy advance to the
Baharia and Dakhla ocases wag accomplished without
opposition, and the subsequent task on that front was
that of policing its large area and guarding against the
possibility of further raids on the part of the Senoussi
with the minimum number of troops, so that as many
as possible might be set free for operations on the
eastern front,

On 4th Qctober Major-General W. A, Watson,
C.B., C.LE,, took over the cornmand of the Western
Force. By this date a column had already been con-
centrated at Shusha, three miles west of Samalut, for
the purpose of conducting operations in the Baharia
oasis. A few days later, however, relable intelligence
was received to the effect rhat Sayed Ahmed, who had
already left the Dakhla oasis for Baharia, had left
Baharia for Siwa on gth Qctober, the majority of his
force preceding him, the rearguard following on the
next day. Itis probable that the news of my impending
advance and the sickness and lack of food in the oasis,
which impaired the moral of his troops, were deciding
factors in determining his retreat. An immediate en-
deavotir to intercept the enemy’s rearguard was made
by concentrating all avatlable light armed cars west of
Baharia, but the distance to be covered and the sandy
nature of the country prevented the success of the
attempt. Small mobile columns were at once pushed
into the oases of Bahatia (x10 miles west of Samalut) and
Dakhla (75 miles west of Khargal, and all the enemy
who had not accompamied the retreat, some 300 in
numbet, were captured with lirtle resistance. The Harra
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wells, on the edge of the Baharia easiy, were captured
by a detachment of the Imperial Came!l Corps on the
17th, and on the 1gth a detachment of the same corps
entered the oasis and took possession of the villages
of Harra, Mendisha, Bawilti, and Kasr. By the zist,
this oasis was completely in our possession, and the
Baharia railway, which reached its terminus on the
same date, commenced receiving trafic on the 23rd.
A light car patrol and a derachment of Imperial Camel
Corps, starting from Kharga on the 1s5th Ocrober,
covered 70 mules of desert, and occupied Tenida in
the Dakhla oasis by the 17th, The light cars pushed
on to Budkhulu, capturing a tabur of 45 men and 10
camels, and on the 1gth the Camel Corps detachment
reached Bir Shetkh Mohammed, five miles west of
Kasr Dakhla, and captured 40 more prisoners. From
the 20th to the 22nd, a thorough “drive 7 was made of
the oasis, with a systematic search of the villapes, which
resulted in the capture of 50 more of the enemy, besides
many political prisoners. By the end of the month
the oasis was entirely clear of the enemy,

During the following month permanent garrisons
were established in these two oases. The Baharia
garrison marched out on 6th November and encamped
on the escarpmenr at Legalit Gate, where a very healthy
site has been found, The inhabitants, who were un-
doubtedly glad to be rid of the Senoussi, all turned out
to weicome the troops, and so far throughout the casis
the latter have always been well received. Geeneral
Wat_scm himself visited the ocasis on 16th November,
and held a durbar on the 19th at Bawirti, which was
attended by the omdas, sheikhs and principal inhabit-
ants, ‘The Union Tack was hoisted in the presence of
4 guard of honour. On 15th November a patrol left
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Legalit to reconnojtre the Farafra casis. The town
of Farafra was entered onr the sgth., Al Senouss
followers were scparated from the inhabitants, and a
search made for arms, with the resule thar 18 Senoussi
priconers and 12 rifles were taken, The patrol left
Farafra on the zoth.

The successful operation of these two cases enabled
me to commence reducing the Western Force to the
limits necessary for maintaining security along the {ronr,
the chief units to be transferred to the eastern front
being one brigade of dismounted, and two brigades of
mounted, yeomanry, with two batteries of horse artil-
lery, During December, General Watson visited Dakhla
and hetd a durbar on the 1gth. The task of remstitut-
ing civil administration in both the Baharia and Dakhla
oases has now been taken over by the civil authorities
to the gratification of the inhabitants, and trade is being
encouraged as much as possible. British troops have
now been entirely withdrawn from Dakhla, while the
Baharia casis is held by a small mobile force of Camel
Corps and motor patrols.

n the other sections of the western front the work
done by the light and armoured cars, owing to the dash
and enterprise of their officers, has been uniformly
excellent. They are the terror of all the ill-disposed
in the Western Diesert, and to them, as much as to any,
is due the satisfactory state of things which exists
throughout from the coast down to the Fayum, The
geographical information obtained by these patrols is
also invaluable.

14. During October, under the direction of the
Ttalian authorities, a combined British and Italian naval
reconnaissance was carried out at El Ageila, 33 miles
west of Mersa Tebruk, where a large camp of fol-
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lowers of Idris and Nuri, with guns and a quantity of
ammunition, was reported. The camp was shelled,
serious casualties being inflicted, On 27th October
a light armoured car patrol, accompanied by Lieut.
Tescione, of the Italian Army, reconnoitred an enemy
camp at Zowia Jansur, the Muhafzia holding the camp
being driven off into the sand dunes by machine-gun
fire. During November and December much valuable
information of the desert routes in the Coastal Section
was obtained by patrols, In the Moghara Section several
attemnpts were made by the light ear patrols to find a
practicable route to the El Qara oasis, but the boggy
ground and high sand dunes on each occasion defezted
the artempt. Towards rhe end of November an interest-
ing and useful reconnaissance was made from Assuan
through the Kurkur oasis to Beris on the southernmost
end of the Kharga oasis. The total distance covered
was 336 mmles,

15. During the month of January, ! received in-
telligence that Sayed Ahmed, the Grand Senoussi, with
his Commander-in-Chief, Mohammed Saleh, whose
fnrce_amaunted to some 1,200 men, were making pre-
parations to depart from the Siwa oasis and to retire to
Jaghbub. With the intention of capturing Sayed Ahmed,
if possible, and of inflicting as much loss as possible on
lus followers, T gave orders on the a1st January that
operations were to be undertaken against the Siwa and
Girba oases (see map) at the earliest possible moment
by a mixed force to consist of Imperial Catael Com-
Pantes and armeured cars. Preparations for the march
of such a force, however, aver the 200 miles of water-
less desert, between Mersa Matruh and Siwa, would
have taken at least one month, and the expenditure
of so much time was put out of the question by a
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reliable report received towards the end of the month
that Sayed Ahmed and his followers were on the point
of leaving Siwa. I therefore ordered an immediate
reconnaissance of the Siwa and Girba oases to be under-
taken by a column consisting entirely of armoured
metor-cars, and supplied by motor transport based on
Mersa Matrub, with the object of verifying the above
report and of inflicting as much loss as possible on such
part of the encmy forces as might be met with. Com-
mand of this column wag entrusted to Brigadier-General
H. W. Hodgsen, C.V.0., C.B., whose plan was to
attack the enemy camp at Girba with his main body,
and to detach two atmoured tmotor batteries to block
the pass at Garet el Munasib—the only pass between
Siwa and Jaghbub practicable for camels—so that
should Sayed Ahmed, as was probable, take to flight,
casualties maght be inflicted on his retreating column
by the detached batteries, and his march be deflected
into the waterless sand dunes.

16. The fighting force of three light armoured
batteries and three light car patrols, each patrol of
six Ford cars, was concentrated at Mersa Matruh by
the evening of the zgth January. Owing, however,
to a severe sandstorm, some of the heavy lorries of the
heavy supply column did net arrive there from Dhabba
tll the g1st. The light supply column of 40 Ford vans
moved out from Mersa Matruh on the same day, and
the fighting force moved out early the following morn-
ing. The column, having halted for the night on the
road, moved on the morning of the and February to
the pomnt of concentration half-way between Gebel
Lamlaz and Neab el Shegpa pass, 185 miles from
Matruh. This long march over the desert track was
carried out inn good time, and all units reached rthe point
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of concentration by 12 o'clock. After a reconnaissance
towards the Siwa oasis, orders werz given for an advance
on Girba—at the western end of the Siwa oasis—on
the following day, and for the maove of the detachment
allotted to bleck the Munasib pass.

By ¢ a.n. on 3rd February all units had success-
fully descended the pass north-east of Garba and moved
off to the attack, the advanced guard being divided mto
three parties of two armoured cars each, one of which
was to attack each of the three enemy camps already
located. The enemy was locared in reugh ground
close under the rocky escarpment ; he was completely
surprised by the arrival of the armoured cars, and
thrown into considerable confusion. Brisk fire was
opened on the enemy, who at once took to the chffs
and rocks beyond the camps and returned our fire,
The advanced guard was now reinforced, but, owing to
the very rough nature of the country, it was impossible
for the cars to approach nearer than a distance of Boo
vards from the enemy without serious risk of getting
stuck. As the action progressed, it became evident
that the enemy, who was engaging the armoured cars
with two guns and two machine guns, was in consider-
able force and did not intend to retire without a fight,
Information obtained from deserters showed that the
strength of the enemy at Girba was 850, while Sayed
Ahmed, Mohammed Saleh and some 400 or 500 men
were at Siwa, As afterwards appeared, Mohammed
Saleh left to take comumand at Girba at the beginning
of the engagement, while Sayed Ahmed and his force
made off to the westward, General Hodgson, whoe made
skilful arrangements for extricating his force, in case
of a threat directed by the Siwa party on his left flank
and rear, vontinued the action all day. The hght
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armoured cars, though unable to get closer than 4c0
yards from the enemy's position, kept the enemy under
an accurate fire, inflicting some casualties. Towards
evening, the enemy's fire died down, though cccasional
bursts were fired from his machine guns during the
night.

At 5 am. on the 4th February, the enemy fired
four final rounds from his guns and several bursts of
machine-gun fire. Fires were seen beyond his camp,
movements of men and animals couid be distinguished,
and the sound of small-arms ammunition being burnt
was heard. By dawn he had completely evacuated his
position. The rest of the day was spent in destroying
the enemy's camp, treconnoitring towards Siwa and
resiing the troops, and on the following morning, sth
February, the columm entered Siwa without opposition.
A parade, at which the local sheikhs were assembled,
was held before the court-house, and a salute of nine
guns fired with a Krupp gun that had been brought
from Watruh in a motor lorry. Arrangements were
then made for the collection of all rifles and for the
repair of the passes leading down to the escarpment.
The reception given to our troops by the inhabitants
of the casis was friendly, and reports from them con-
firmed the fact that the enemy had incurred consider-
able casualties. The column left the town on the same
afternoon, and reached the point of concentration on
the following day.

Meanwhile, the Munasib detachment, consisting of
three armoured cars and a light car patrol, had reached
its position on the evening of the 3rd February., It was
found impossible to get the armoured cars down the
steep escarpment, and they were forced to remain at a
point 18 miles north of Munasib during the operations.

THIRD DESFATCH 121

The light car patrol and one Ford car managed to get
down the escarpment and take up a position at Munasib,
{n the 4th this detachment captured a small convoy
of mail-bags proceeding cast to Siwa, and on the sth
it was able to intercept and cut up the leading parties
of the enemy retreating from Girba. Subsequently,
the encmy established a post out of reach of the cars,
and warned zll subsequent parties of the enemy to

turn into the sand dunes before reaching the pass.

The detachment was therefore ordered to return to
the point of concentration, as there was no chance of
further successtul action. The whele column returned
to Matruh en the 8th Februaty, having sustained no
casttaliies to personinel beyond three officers slightly
wounded, or to material besides the loss of one tender
with broken springs. The enemy’s losses were 40 killed,
including two Senousst officers, and zoo wounded,
including five Turkish officers ; 70 rifles were brought
i and 150 destroyed ; 3,000 rounds of small-arms
ammunition were brought in and 2,000 destroyed,
besides what was burnt by the enemy; 4o of the
enemy’'s camels were killed, and a large number of
shelters and tents were burat,

17. Though the capture of Sayed Ahmed and
Mohammed Saleh was wanting to the complete success
of the operations, the fighting troops—supported most
admirably by the supply column working under ex-
tremely arduous conditions—accomplished all that was
possible under the circumstances, and great credit is
due to General Hodgson and his staff. The expedition,
which, at my request, was accompanied by Captain
Caccia, the Iralian Military Attaché, dealt a rude blow
to the moral of the Benoussi, left the Grand Senousst
himself painfully making his way te Jaghbub through
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the rugged and waterless dunes, and freed my western
front from the menace of his forces,

On 14th February, No. 2 Light Armoured Car
Battery left Sollum to reconnofre the road to Melfa.
During this reconnaissance two enemy CAravans were
met and destroyed.

Preparations are now being made to maintain a small
force in a fortified camp a few mules north of the Siwa
oasis, in arder to protect the inhabrants, and deal with
any raiding parties of the enemy that may appear. At
the same time, as a result of the above operations, I
have been able to make a considerable further reduction
in the fighting troops on the western fromt for the
benefit of the eastern theatre.

18. The outsianding features of the peried covered
by this despatch have been, on the eastern front the
rapid progress of the railways, and on the western {ront
the work of the armoured cars, For the speed at which
the railway has been pushed out along the desert to
Ei Arish and beyond, the greatest credit is due to Colonel
aSir G, Macauley, K.C.M.G., C.B., Director of Rail-
ways, the officers of his staff, and the officers and men
of the railway companies. In spite of endless difficulties
owing to heavy sand and lack of water, they maintained,
by their strenuous efforts, a rate of advance which was
not far behind that of the fighting troops, and were
largely instrumental in enabling the latter to keep the
enermy under a continuzal pressure.

I have already relerred to the excellent work of the
armoured cars and light car patrols on the western
front. Their mobility, and the skill and energy with
which they are handled, have made them an ideal arm
for the Western Desert, where the sand is not so heavy
as on the east. It is ot too miuch to say that the success-
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{ul clearance of the western cases, and the sausfactory
state of affairs which now exisrs on the western fromnt,
15 due more to the dash and enterprise of the armoured
car batteries and the light car patrols than to any other
canse, and the enemy has found many times to his
gost that their range of action is far beyond that of any
troops mounted on horses or camels.

The work of the Imperial Camel Corps has been
excellent throughout. Three battalions of this corps
have now been orgamised o a brigade, to which
the Hong Kong and Singapore MMountain Battery
has been attached. This brigade has formed a most
valuable unit for coperations on the eastern front.
The Imperial Camel Corps includes Australian, New
Zealand and Imperial units, and the efficiency of the
camel companies is largely due o the efforts of the
instractional staff at the headquarters of the corps at
Abbassia, which has been continuously engaged in
their training. _

A great deal of the work of supplying the troops
ort both [ronts has been done by the Camel Transport
Corps, a unit which has been taised in this country
since the commencement of operations, and which
has invariably carried out its duties with the utmost
efficiency.

The execution of the enormous amount of work
necessitated by our advance on the eastern front would
have been quite impossible had it not been for the
Egyptian Labour Corps, which began to be recruited
int this country ¢arly in rgi6, and has now been in-
creased to nearly 50,000 men, with recruiting depdts,
rest camps, and administrative centres of its own.
The officers of this corps have been largely found among
gentlemen who are resident in this country, and were
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familiar with the language and customs of the popula-
tton. The work of the Egyptian Labour Corps has not
only been invaluable in this country, but detachments
of it, sent to other theatres of war, have already won
the highest appreciation.

My relations with the High Cominissioner-General,
Sir F. R, Wingate, G.C.B.,, G.C.V.0, K.CM.G,
D.5.0., have always been most cordial, and I should
like to convey my gratitude for his ready assistance
and valuable adwvice, which have always been at my
disposal.

Now that the service of King's Messengers from
England to Egypt has been discontinued, I wish to
express my grateful appreciation of the services of all
the officers employed in this responsible work. The
risks invelved were not small, as s proved by the fact
that one officer was drowned, and another, when his
ship was torpedoed, was forced to sink his despaiches;
nevertheless, this duty has always been faithfully and
efficiently performed.

I have, in a former despatch, referred to the admir-
able work of the Red Cross and Ouder of St. John in
this country, under the direction of Sir Courtauld
Thomson, C.B. I desire now to express my obliga-
tion to those ladies and gentlemen who have given
voluntary aid In connection with these institutions,
and whe have worked with a devotion deserving of
the highest praise, in the interests of the sick and
wounded. Not only have they rarned the gratitude
of the individuals they locked afier, but alsa they
deserve the thanks of their country, as they have
matenially contributed towards the rapid convalescence
and, therefore, to the maintenance of the fghting
efficiency of the Forces under my command.
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The operations which I have had the honowur to
describe in this despatch, and which have resulted in
the freeing of Egyptian rerriiory of all formed bodies
of the enemy, could net have been successfully carried
out by the Forces in the ficld, but for the devotion,
energy and skill of the Headquarters Staff and Heads
of the Administratve Services.

I have on previous occasions expressed my apprecia-
rion of the zble mamnmer in which Major-General A, L.
Lynden-Bell, C.B., C.M.G., Chief of the General Staff,
has discharged his duties. I wish again to bring this
officer promunently to notice for his admirable work
during the period under review.

The abolition of the Inspector-Generalship, Lines
of Communication, has thrown upon my Deputy
Quartermaster-General, Major-General W. Campbell,
C.B, D5S.0O., and my Deputy Adjutant - General,
Major-General J. Adye, C.B,, the whole of the work
previously performed by the Inspector-General of
Communications, and these duties they have had to
discharge in addition to the normal work in connection
with an army in the field. Moreover, my chief base
at Alexandria is not only the base for the supply of the
forces under my command, but {s practically a clearing-
house for stores for all campaigns in the East. The
castward advance has also now lengthened the lnes
of communication to something Lke 200 miles. I
wish, therefore, specially to acknowledge the excel-
lent work done by these two officers, and 1 shall have
the pleasure of bringing before wou the natnes of a
number of officers of the Administrative Services in
this conuection.

I wish to bring to your notice rhe excellent manner
in which my Assistant Rlilitary Secretary, Lieut.
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Colonel S. H. Pollen, C.M.G., has performed the

exceptionally heavy work of his department,

A list of those officers, non-commissioned officers
and men whom I desire to bring to your special notice
in connection with these operations will be forwarded

at an early date,
1 have the honour to be
Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,
(Signed) A. J. MURRAY, General,
Commander-in-Chief,

Egyptian Expeditionary Force,

FOURTH DESPATCH

28th Jane, 1917
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From—
Tue CGeNeral OFFICER COMMARDING-IN-CHIEF,

Eeyptian Expeditionary Force.
To—
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR,
War Office, London, 5.W.

General Headguarters,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force,
28th June, 1917.
My Lorp,

I have the honour to submit a report on the opeta-
tions of the Force under my command from 1st March
to 28th June, 1g17.

1. Before entering into 2 detailed account of the
operations duritg thus period, the main events of which
were the eneniy’s voluntary retirement from his position
at Weli Sheikh Nuran and the two battles in front of
Gaza, I think it necessary to point out that the policy
of the War Cabinet, as communicated to me in instruc-
tions from the War Office, underwent several changes
berween the end of 1916 and April, 1917, In October,
1916, I was informed that the policy in Epypt was
to be thainly defensive, though 1t was hoped thar all
preparations were being made for an advance on El
Arish. With this policy, including the plan of cccupying,
if possible, Bl Arish, I agreed,® though I stated ar the

WL letter 01 /45 /155, 41216
* My letter, MNo. CR32.73371, 21.10.26.
I Iag
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same time that my previous estimate of the number of
troops necessary for holding and operating from El
Arish—namely, five divisions and at least four mounted
brigades—still held good, but that with the four divi-
sions then at wmy disposal, the g2nd, sand, 53rd and
sqth, I was prepared o defend Egypt and undertake
the advance on E! Avish. This advance, as I reported
in my despatch of 1st March, 1917, was successfully
accomplished by the end of December.

Meanwhile, early in the month of December, 1
was asked by telegram' to send my proposals for action
beyond El Arish, and to state the addiuonal troops
which I should require to carry them out ; and it was
pointed out to me that the gaining of a military success
in this theatre was very desirable, In my reply® I asked
that two divisions might be sent $o me, and, if possible,
some more snounted troops. A further telegram?® was
sent to me on 1zth December, instructing me to make
the maximum effort possible during the winter, and
inquiring when the two divisions for which I had asked
would be required. T replied  thar, while I was prepared
to attempt the advance to Rata with only four divisions,
I considered that one additional division was now
necessary to ensure security and to held, and operate
from, El Arish—thus once more repeating my original
estimate that five divisions would be required for this
purpose—and that another division would be needed,
not before 15th February, for a further advance from
Rafa towards Palestine. At the same time I forwarded®
in detail the plan on which I have since worked for my

1WAk telegram, Moo z6174, Cipher, ozt
T My telzgram, Mo &AM, 1380, 10,1026,
P WL telegram, Mo, 2638y, cipher, 12.72.16.

My telegram, Mo, 5.07, 128G, 13.12.16.
* My letter, 5.2, /33/1, 12,1215,
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further advance along the sea coast into Palestine,
The next commumpication' which I received (dated 15th
December} indicated that the War Cabinet were not
prepared to give me the troops asked for. I was in-
formed that, notwithstanding recent instructions to
make the maximum effort possible during the winter,
my primary mission was the defence of Egypt, and that
I sheould be notified if and when the War Cabinet
changed this policy. I was further informed that no
more mounted troops could be sent, and that the possi-
bility of my getting two mere divisions depended on
whether they could be teleased from another theatre of
war. No further indications of policy werg given me
till after the occupation of El Arish, but early in January
1t appeared that the War Cabiner had decided to make
everything subsidiary to the coticentration of strong
forces in France, A telegram® of 1rth January informed
me that the War Cabinet had dectded that, as the
general situation would not permic of sending out the
reinforcements for which I had asked, the undertaking
of any operations in Palestine on 2 large scale should be
postponed uniil the autiemn, and that, while preparing
for this campaign during the summer, I was to be ready
to release one or two divisions for France. A few days
later, definite instructions arrived® to send a division to
France, acting on which I withdrew the 42nd Division
—then the best in my force—Fforthwith, and it sailed
early in March. This indication of a changed policy
was confirmed by a letter of r1th January, in which I
was informed of the acceptance by the War Cabinct
it principle of an autumn campaign in Palestine, and

VWO telegram, Mo, 26624, cipher, 157216
WO welegram, Mo. pt1, eipaer, 1.7
*W.0. relegram, Ke. z¥2g%, cpher, 23.1.19-
WL letter 0T 45150, 11T,
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instructed that my primary mission, afrer the occupa-
tion of Rafa, was the defence of Egypt during the
summer moenths and the preparation of an offensive
campaign in the autumn, In reply? to thig, I again
stated that 1 adhered to my estimate of the need of
five divisions to safegnard Egypt, hold Ei Arish, and
protect the Suez Canal.

Between the end of January and the end of March,
though I was now reduced to three infantry divisions,
1 made every effort as far as possible to keep up the
offensive. Owing to the sausfactory state of affairs
in the Canal defences and in the west, I was now able
to employ 2il three of my divisions on the eastern front,
te concentrate al my mounted troops in two nounted
divisions, and to commence the formation of the 74th
Division from the dismounted yeomanry brigades in
the force. Several months, however, were bound to
elapse before this division could be completely equipped,
efficiently trained and supplied with its full complement
of divisional troops. Early in March, to my disappoint-
ment, the enemy, whom I had every hope of success-
fuily attacking in his position at Weli Sheikh Nuran,
evacuated this position before our troops were within
reach of him. It was to prevent a repetition of these
tactics and to bring the Turks to fight that I determined
to attack the Gaza position as soon as possible, con-
sidering that the advantage of thus exerting pressute
on the enemy, and possibly taking Gaza by a coup de
main, would outweigh the elsk of making the atrack in
a waterless country considerably in advance of ratl-head.

Though the coup de main just faled, the military
results of the fiest battle of Gaza, in my opinien, justified
my anticipations. 'The enemy was brought to fight,

LRy [etier GuSC. 32/, 20.1-17.
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losing heavily in killed and wounded, and the advance
of the raflway to Wadt Ghuzze was assured. It was at
this time, the end of March, when the hitherto adverse
situation in Mesopotamia was rapidly changing in our
favour, that the War Cabinet again changed the policy
in this theatre, In a telegraphic communication® dated
zoth March, I was instructed, in view of the altered
situation, to make my object the defeat of the Turks
south of Jerusalem and the occupation of Jerusalem,
I replied,® drawing attention once more to my never-
varying estimate of the rroops required, that a rapid
advance could not be expected unless I were fortunate
encugh to ipflict a severe blow on the enemy, and that
heavy fighting with considerable losses would have to
be expected if the Turks held, as ! anticipared, a
series of strong positions between the Gaza~—Beersheba
and the Jerusalem-—-Jaffa lines, After consideration of
this reply by the War Cabinet, I was informed?® that
the War Cabinet relied on me to pursue the enemy with
all the rapidity compatible with the NECESSATY PIUEress
of my communications, and was anxious that I should
push my cperatiens with all energy, though at the
same fume no additional troaps were to be sent to e,
stice it was considered that, in view of the military
situation gf the enewmy, my present force would suffice.
;}; :17{’-’ tme, a5 always, I had fully appreciated the
A portance of offensive operations in this theatre, and,
ai;'iiﬂgqfalleci to ta_ke Ga:,za by a coup dE, matn, 1 was
2 Ous to take it, if possible, by more deliberate apera-
;ziﬂciﬁjgi‘en;hifs e:ienjy was futther reinforced, chiefly

: : vater-supply. I was therefore ready,
2% 1 stated ar the time, to attack Gaza with my present
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force before the end of Aprd, and had good hopes,
provided the enemy was nof heavily reinforced, of
capturing that town.

The second battle of Gaza took place between the
17th and zoth April. I succeeded in pushing on to
within a2 mile or two of the rown, but was unable to
take the key of the position, Ali el Muntar. The enemy
force in front of me was then five divisions, with con-
siderably increased numbers of Austrian and German
gunners and machine-gunners, and it was abundantly
clear that, owing to the relaxation of pressure further
east, the Turks had been able to reinforce their units
heavily from depdts in the north of Palestine.

When, therefore, after the second battle of Gaza, 1
was asked® to state my requirements for a continuation
of the offensive, I rephied® that my estimate of five fully-
equipped and complete divisions still held good, where-
as, at present, I had only three considerably depleted
by recent fighting, one just formed and incompletely
trained, and six battalions—the majonity far from fit—
towards the formation of a fifth division. My require-
ments, therefore, were two complete divisions and
enough field ariillery to complete all divisions to a
normal scale. With the troops which I had at the time
1 could hope for no more than a local success, In view
of this position and the inability of the Russian Army
in the Cawcasus to relieve the pressure, the War Cabinet
decided to change the policy, and at the end of April
I was informed?® that Jerusalem was no longer my
objective, but that my mission for the present was to
take favourable opportunity of defeating the Turkish
forces opposed to me and to follow up any success

PWO, telegram, Ma. 93141, cipher, 21.4.r7.
T Wy efegram, Mg, O ¥, amag1p.
- WO wlegram, Mo, 3isud, vipher, 259007,
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gained with all the means at my disposal. To this task
I devoted my energies throughout the month of May,
during which time I was engaged in broadening my
front by laying down branch railway and pipe-lines
from Rafa eastwards and south-eastwards to the Wadi
Ghuzze, so that I nught eventually effectually threaten
Beershebz and the ralway norch of that place. Thanks

_to the unremitting labour of all concerned, in spite of

immense difficulties, these preparations are now well
advanced, and we are now in a position to take the
offensive in any part of the line from Gaza to Beersheba,
though the date of the offensive must depend wpon
when my deficit of 9,000 infantry can be made good
by drafts, and when reinforcements can arrive from
Salonica.

It would be of interest, as this is my last despatch,
to review shortly here how the Egyprian Expeditionary
Force has varied in strength between the beginning of
1916 and the present rime.

At the end of January, 1916, besides a small portion
of the 46th Division, there were in Egypt, either in
the Egyptian Expeditionary Force or in the Force in
E:gypt, the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Divi-
sion, three mounted yeomanry brigades, the Imperial
Service Cavalry Brigade, and three double companies
Bikanir Camel Corps, 11 infantry divisions (including
Ehe Australian and New Zealand troops), one Indian
infantry division, three dismounted yeomanry brigades,
two Territorial infantry brigades, two brigades of 6o-
Pﬂ?ndcrs, and the equivalent of three brigades of siege
art:xllery, besides garrison battalions and other minor
units.  The South African Infantry Brigade subse-
quently arrived in this couniry.

Between this time and the end of May, 1916, six
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complete divisions at full strength, three infantry bri-
gades, and nine batteries of heavy and siege artillery,
besides certain signal, engineer and medical units, were
embarked for service in other theatres, Meanwhile,
the 4th and sth Australian Divisions had been formed,
the dismounted yeomanry organised in four brigades,
six compates of the Imperial Camel Corps raised and
trained, and the Camel Transport Corps raised fo 2
strength of 18,000, So that in May, the Force in Eaypt
having now been amalgamated with the Egyptian Ex-
peditionary Force, the following were the principal
componenis of the Force: —One mounted division,
three mounted yeomanry brigades, the Imperial Service
Cavalry Brigade (less one regiment), six companies
Imperial Camel Corps, six compames Bikanir Camel
Corps, seven infantry divisions, four dismounted bri-
gades, seven battalions of Indian infantry, three batteries
of 6o-pounders.

During June and July, 1916, the ath and sth Aus-
traliac Divisions and the 1i1th Division embarked far
Prance, thus bringing the total number of troops sent
out of the country since January to 232,000, not
including medical units. Between this time and the
end of February, 1917, ho material change took place
in the composition of the Egyptian Expeditionary
Force, save that three further compantes, Bikanir
Camel Corps, arrived, additional companies of the
Camel Corps were raised {the total number of com-
panies {5 now 18), the Camel Transport Corps was
alse considerably increased, and the Egyptian Labour
Corps, the recruitment of which had begun carly in
1916, had reached a 1otal of nearly 50,000,

During the period covered by this report the 42nd
Dhvision has sated for France, the 74th Division has
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peen formed from three of the dismounted brigades
(one having been previously disbanded), with the
necessary divisional troops; the 7sth Division has
been formed from battalions that have arrived from
India and elsewhere and Indian infantry battalions.
The arrival of an additionai mounted brigade from
Salonica has enabled me to reorpanise my mounted
troops into three mounted divisions, each of three
mounted brigades, One more mounted brigade and
the 6oth Division are in process of arrival from Salonica,
and reinforcements of heavy artillery {some of which
have alreadv arrived) are en route. So that at the present
the composition of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force,
allowing for reorganisation now actually in progtress,
158 +— Fhree mounted divisions (each of three brigades),
four infantry divisions, one further infaniry division
in process of formation and one division en route, 18
companies Imperial Camel Corps, nine companies
Bikanir Camel Corps, with a tenth now in process of
formation ; six batteries of So-pounders, two siege
batteries and a prospective total of 74 siege batteries
of heavy howitzers. In other words, the present fight-
ing units of the Bgyptian Expeditionary Force, when
all adwiged reinforcements have arrvived, will form the
equivalent of one cavalry corps and two infantry corps,
with the necessary artillery.

Having thus sumraarised these main developments
of policy and variations of strength, I now proceed to
the more detailed narrative.

2. At the beginning of March the Eastern Force,
under the command of Lieut.-General Sir Charles
Dabell, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.5.0,, was concentrated in
the neighbourhood of El Arish. The headquarters of
the Desert Column, under the command of Lieur.-
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General 5ir P, Chetwode, Bt., K,.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.0O.,
were at Shefkh Zowaid, in advance of which place
the mounted troops of the column were covering the
construction of the railway, which was being rapidly
extended alang the coast towards Rafa. Owr mounted
patrols, as I reported in my last despatch, had on 28th
February entered the wvillage of Khan Yunus, which
had been evacuated by the enemy. Every preparation
was being made for an attack in force on the strong
position at Well Sheikh Nuran, upen which the Turks
had been working incessantly since the beginning of
January. On s5th BMarch, hawever, aeroplane recon-
naissance established the fact that the enemy had de-
cided not to face our artack and was evacuating this
carefully prepared position. T at once instructed the
General Officer Commanding, Eastern Force, to do
all that was possible either to prevent this evacuation
of to inflict loss on the enemy during its execution,
and the Royal Flying Corps were ordered to carry
out bomb attacks with the utmost energy against che
enemy's communications. Accordingly, on 6th March
and the following days vigorous attacks were made by
our aircraft on the railway at Beersheba, Tel el Sharia
and the junction station on the Jerusalem—Er Ramle
line; but it was found impossible for our infantry or
mounted troops to make any effective mave against the
enemy, owing to the distance between rail-head and
Weli Sheikh Nuran, The enemy had retired while he
waz still out of reach, and his troops, which then con-
sisted of about two divisions, were subsequently dis-
tributed between Gaza and Tel el Sharia, with 2 smal
garrison at Beersheha.

It thus became necessary to meet an alrered situa-
tiotl, which was complicated by complete uncestainty
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as to the line on which the enemy would ultimately
clect Lo stand, and also to decide on the menfhn:i and
direction of my advance into Palestine. I decided that
it would in any case be unwise to make an attempt on
Reersheba, since by so doing I should be drawing my
line of communications paralle]l to the enemy’s frf:nt,
and there was no technical advantagf:: to be gained
by linking up the military railway with the Central
Palestine Railway, either at Beersheba or Tel el Sharta.
The true line of advance was still along the coast,
since the enemy was no less effectually threatened
thereby, while my line of commumications was more
easily protected and railway construction was more
rapid, owing to the absence of gradients. The coastal
district, too, was better supplied with water. 1 de:c;@ed
therefore to continue for the present a methodical
advance up the coast, moving troops fm:*ward as the
railway could supply them, rogether -afmh energetic
preparation cf the force for an attack in strength as
soon as the state of its communications should ms:ke
that possible. The most important thing was to in-
crease the radius and mobility of the striking force.
The Desert Column was therefore reconstituted to
consist of the two cavalry divisions (each less one bri-
gade) —the concentration of the Imperial Mounted
Division, under Major~General H, W, Hudgson,
C.V.0., CB., being sompleted at Sheikh Zowaid by
16th March—-and the 53rd Division, together with
two light armoured motor batteries. Local arrange-
ments were also made by which improvised trans,
both of horses and camels, should be available for the
three infantry and two cavalry divisions in the Eastern
Force. At the same nme, the Imperial Camel Corps
Brigade was constituted as an independent unit of three
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battalions, Imperial Camel Corps, with a proportion
of brigade troops, including the Hong Kong and Singa-
pore Battery; and the three infantry brigades which
had been formed out of the dismounted yeomanry regi-
ments were combined into the v4th Divigion, under the
command of Major-General E. 8. B. Girdwood. Thig
divisions, however, had no artillery or other divisional
troops; its brigades had to be gradually collected from
different parts of Egypt, and it needed a period of
divisional training before it could take its place beside
the three other infamtry divisions in the force. Its
headquarters arrived at Ei Arish on 6th March, and its
first brigade at the same place on 8th March. T was
enabled to form this division by the continued quiet-
ness of the western front, which made it possible tn
amalgamate the Delta District and Western Force into
one command, which was entrusted to Brigadier-
General H. G, Casson, C.M.G., and to garrison the
posts on the western front entirely with garrison
battalions, light armoured motor barteries and light
car patrols, and the Bikanir Camel Corps.

3. By the middle of the month the railway had
reached Rafa, and the wotk of making a large station
there, with the requisite sidings, was being rapidly
pushed en. The Desert Column was between Rafa and
Sheikh Zowaid, the 5and Division was at Sheikh Zo-
waid, and the 54th Division between that place and E!
Arish. There were distinct indications that the enemy
intended to withdraw his troops without a fight from the
(Gaza—Tel el Sharia—Beersheba line, 2 move which it
was highly important to prevent, while it was Hecessary
to seize the line of the Wadi Ghuzze in order to protect
the advance of the railway from Rafn towards (Gaza.
The chief difficulty lay in deciding, in view of these
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considerations, the exact moment when it would be
wise to abandon the methodical adv_an-:e and ro p}lsh
out to its full radius of action a considerable_ force into
a country bare of all supplies and glmost devoid of water.
I came to the conclusion that it would be necessary
to push forward the Desert Column as soon as it could
be supplied from Rafa Station, apd th:E two other in-
fantry divisions could be maintained in support of it

hetween Rafa and the Wadi Ghuzze. It appeared that

these conditions would be fulfilled shortly before the
end of the month, I therefore instructed the General
Officer Commanding, Eastern Force, to concentrate
the Desert Column about Deir el Belah, a smalil village
to the south-west of the Wadi Ghuzze, with one of th_e
supporting divisions on the ridge to the east of Deir
el Belah and the other in the neighbourhood of Khan
Yunus, with the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade to
cover the right flank of the force. When these disposi-
tions were completed, the Desert Column, with the
Imperial Camel Corps Brigade attached, was o march
on (Gaza, thus giving the enemy the alternative of stand-
ing his ground and fighting, or of submitting 1o the
attacks of our cavalry on his flanks and rear, should he
attemipt to retire. _
On the zoth March, General Debell moved his
headquarters to Rafa, whither, on the same day, Hea_d-
quarters, Desert Columm, moved from Sheikh Zowaid.
The further preliminary moves, covered by the cavalry,
whe on the 23rd approached very near the outskirts
of Gaza, wers completed without any hitch by the
asth March. By the evening of that date the whole of
the Desert Columnn were concentrated at Deir el Eelﬂhr
the 54th Division was at In Seirat under the hills to
the east of Deir el Belah, the 5znd Division at Khan
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Yunus, and the Camel Corps Brivade and armoured
batteries about Abasan el Kebir. All preliminary re-
connaizssances had been carried out, and the orders
to the General Officer Commanding, Desert Column,
were to advance on Gaza in the early hours of the
following moraing, the cavalry pushing out to the east
and north of the town to block the enemy's lines of
retreat, while the 53rd Division attacked Gaza in front.
The s54th Division was to cross the Wadi Ghuzze in
rear of the mounted troops of the Desert Column to
a posttion of readiness in the neighbourhood of Sheikh
Abbas, a commanding ridge five miles $.5.E. of Gaza,
where a position was to be selected suitable for defence
against an attack from east or south-east. One infantry
brigade and one artillery brigade of this division were
to assemble at a cofivenient point to the west of this
position, where they would be held in readiness to
reinforce the Desert Column at short notice. One
brigade group of the 5and Division was to be brought
up to replace the 54th Division at In Seirat, The
eriemy’s main body was in the Nejed — Hyj area,
south of the Wadi el Hesi, covered by detachments
about Gaza, Sharia—Abu Hereira and Beersheba,
His strength appeared to be between two and three
divisions,

The object of this advance was three-fold : firstly,
to seize the line of the Wadi Ghuzze to cover the
advatice of the railway ; secondly, at all costs to prevent
the enemy from retiving without a fight; thirdly, if
possible, to capture Gaza by a coup de main and to
cut off its garrison,

On 25tk March I ser up my Advanced Generat
Headquarters at El Arish for the period of the opera-
tions, and on the following morning Battle Headguarters
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of Eastern Force were established just narth of In
Smf‘Eaﬂy in the morning of 26th March the pre-
liminary movements wete begun and successfully
accomplished.  The Australian and New Zealand
#ounted Division left its bivouacs at 2.30 am. and
crossed the Wadi Ghuzze, closely fnlloﬂ:wd b:y_ !he
Imperial Mounted Division. The leading dl‘&-’lSlIDn
headed for Beit Durdis, five miles cast of Gaza, having
completed its crossing of the Wadi by 6.15 a.m. The
Imperial Mounted Division, after Crossing [he_ Wadi,
headed due east for El Mendur, whe:lrer: it arrived at
9.30. The moves of the mounted divisions, as well
as of the infantry, were considerably delayed by a
very dense fog, which came on just before dawp and
did not entirely clear till 8 am, This unavoidable
delay had z serious effect upon the sx}bsequent opeta-
tions. The Imperial Camel Corps Brigade crossed the
Wadi Ghuzze a little further south, and also pmceadn_e;d
to Bl Mendur, where its rile was to assist the Irppertal
Mounted Division in observing the enemy in the
direction of Huj and Hereira, and to w.jarithsftand any
attempts to relieve Gaza from those directions. At
9.36 a.m. the Australian and New Zealand Mounted
Division reached Beit Durdis, and pushed out de-
tachments to the west, north and east. In the course
of these movements the znd Australian Light Horse
Bricade closed the exit from Gaza and rested therr
right on the sca. A detachment of this brig:f.d_e _captur_ed
the Commander of the s3rd Turkish Division, with
his staff, while he was driving into Gaza ; also a convoy
of 30 Turks, Later in the morning the same brigade
destroyed the head of a Turkish column with machitie-
gun fire ag it debouched from Gaza in a north-easterly
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enemy offered a very stout resistance, both with rifle
and machine-gun fire, and our advancing troops, during
the approach march, the deployment and attack, were
subjected to a heavy shrapnel fire,

About 1 p.m,, General Officer Commanding, Desert

Column, decided to throw the whole of the Australian

and New Zealand Mounted Division against the north
and north-east of Gaza to assist the infantry. Both
rmounted divisions were placed under the orders of
Major-General Sir H. G. Chauvel, K.C.M.G., CB,,
General Officer Commanding, Australian and New
Zealand Mounted Division, with instructions that he
should bring the Imperial Mounted Division further
north to continue observing the enemy, while the
Imperial Camel Corps Brigade was ordered to conform
to this movement and observe the country from the
right of the Impetial Mounted Division. About the
same time, cousiderable enemmy activity was observed
on the roads leading north and east of Tel el Sharia,
and also abour Hereira. By 3,30 p.m., General Chauvel
had collected his division, with the exception of some
detachments not vet reheved, and had commenced to
move on Gaza, together with the 3rd Australian Light
Horse Brigade from the Imperial Mounted Division.
The attack was made with the and Australian Light
Horsze Brigade on the right, with its right flank on the
sea, the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade in the
centre directed on the continuation of the AN Muntar
ridge, and the 22nd Mounted Brigade, less one detach-
ment, on the left, east of the town.

5. Meanwhile, the infantry artack was being
pressed with great vigour, and by 4.30 p.m. consider-
able progress bad been made. Poriions of the enemy’s
positions were already in cur hands, and shortly after-
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wards the Ali Muntar hill, a strong work I{m}wz? as
the Labyrinth, and the ground in the immediate neigh-
pourheod, fell into our hands. The Australian and New
Zealand Mounted Division was already exerting pres-
sure on the enemy, and by 5 p.m. the enemy was holding
aut in the trenches, and on the hill south of the mosque
only. The Generat Officer Commanding, s3rd Division,
called on the 161st Brigade (Brigadier-General W.
Masriott-Dodington), which had been placed at his
disposal, to take this position. The brigade responded
with the greatest gallantry in face of a heavy fwe, and
after some hard fighting, it pushed home its attack with
complete success, so that, when darkness fell, the whole
of the Ali Muntar position had been carried and a foot-
ing gained on the ridge to a point about 1,200 yards
north-east of that position. Meanwhile, during the
relief of the observing detachments of the Ausiralian
and New Zcaland Mounted Division by the Imperial
Mounted Division, the enemy, pressing his advance
vigarously from the east, had succeeded in dislodzing
our troops from a prominent position on the east of
Gaza. Ta restore the situation on this flank, General
Chauvel sent back the grd Australian Light Horse
Brigade. Thanks to the skilful leadership of Brigadier-

General 1. R. Roysten, C.M.G., D.5.0., General Officer

commanding this brigade, and his promptnaess in taking
up his position, the mounted troops, supported by
horse artillery and motor batteries, were able to prevent
any further advance by the enemy from this direction.
Tl_lf:_ attack of the Australian and New Zealand Mounted
Division on the north of Gaza was pushed home with
the greatest dash and gallantry, in conjunction with the
mf_ﬂﬂtl‘}’ attack. The New Zealand WMounted Rifles
Brigade were soon in possession of the redoubt of the
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ridge east of Gaza, while the 22nd Mounted Brigade
on their left carried the knoll running west from
that ridge. During these operations the Somerset
Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, in support of the and
Australian Light Horse Bngade, silenced two enemy
guns, and the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade
captured and retained, in spite of counter-attacks, two
wa-mm, guns, which they used with skil on small
bodies of the enemy which were still in the occupation
of houses in the vicinity, As a result, 20 prisoners were
taken, and eventually the guns were safely brought
away, The whole division then established itself
amongst the cactus hedges on the outskirts of the town,
al} brigades overcoming serious difficulties in fighting
their way through the cactus hedges, in spite of the
stubborn resistance of the ememy, the 2nd Australian
Light Horse Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-
General G, de L.. Ryrie, C.M.G., particularly distin-
siishing itself in this phase of the operations.

6. When darkness fell, the situation was as follows :
Gaza was enveloped, and the enemy, In addition to
heavy losses in killed and wounded, had lost o0
prisoners. The s3rd Division was occupying the Al
Muntar position, which it had captured, but its right
flank was wvery much in the air, only a thin line of
cavalry holding off cthe relief columns of continually
increasing strengrh which were approaching from north
and east. In support of this division, the 54th Lvision,
less one brigade, was holding Sheikh Abbas, with its
left about 2! miles from the flank of the s3rd, The
Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division was
very much extended round Gaza, and was enpgaged in
street fighting. The Imperial Mounted Division and
the Imperial Camgl Corps Brigade, on a very wide
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front, were endeavouring to hold off enemy forces.
The majority of the mounted iroops had been unable
to water their horses during the day, and it appeared
that, unless Gaza was captured during the day, they
would have fo withdraw west of the Wad: Ghuzze 1n
order to water their animals. Strong columns of the
enemy, with guns, were moving to the relief of Gaza
from the north, north-east and south-east. It was at

" this memnent that the loss of two hours’ daylight made

itself particularly felt, since, had two more hours’ day-
light now been available, there is no doubt that the in-
fantry would have been able to consolidate the positions
they had won, and that arrangements coyld have been
made by which the 54th Division could have effected
junction with the s3rd., It is perhaps possible that,
if General Dobell had, atr this stage, pushed forward
his reserve (the 52nd Division) to support the s53rd,
the result would have been different, but the difficulty
of supplying water for men and horses would have been
immense, and impossible to realize by those who were
net on the spot. As it was, alter comsuliation with
General Officer Commanding, Eastern Force, the
General Officer Cotnmanding, Desert Column, in order
to prevent the envelopment of his mounted troops,
decided to withdraw them during the night ; he there-
fore directed General Chauvel to break off the engage-
ment and retire his divisions west of the Wadi Ghuzze,
using the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade to assist in
lus retirement. This mevement made the maintenance
!J}r the 53rd Division of the very exposed position which
1t had captured no longer possible, and General Officer
Commanding, Desert Column, reluctantly ordered
Géneral Officer Commanding, 53rd Division, to draw
back his right and gain touch on that flank with the
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two remainiag brigades of the 54th Divizion, which had
already been ordered by General Officer Commanding,
Easternn Force, to fall back westwards from Sheikh
Abbas and take up a line on the El! Burjaliya ridge,
runmng sotth-westwards from Mansura, with their
left in touch with the 1615t Brigade, which was to fall
back from its line south of AL Muntar and establish
an outpost line further back, with its right in touch
with the remainder of the division. These movements
were carried out during the night, the s3rd and s5ath
Divisions converging se that their inner {or northward)
fianks rested one on the other, their lines running
along the El Sire and El Burjaliya ridges respectively,
the Imperial Camel! Corps Brigade closing the gap
between the right of the g4th Division and the Wadi
Ghuzze, The retirement of the mounted troops was
accomplished without difficulty, though, during the
movement, the zrd Australian Light Horse Brigade
became engaged with the enemy advancing from the
direction of Huj, bur succeeded in driving them off
with the assistance of No, 7 Light Car Patrol. At dawn
ot the 27th, the 11th and rath Light Armoured Motor
Bartteries found themselves In the middle of a large
bady of the enemy, bur brilliantly extricated themselves,
causing considerable casualties to the enemy,

7. The withdrawal of the cavalry and the retire-
ment of the 53rd Division on to the El Sire ridge,
enabled the enemy to reinforce the garrison of Gaza
with considerable bodies of troops. At daybreak, never-
theless, reconnoitring patrols from the 160th and 6ist
Brigades pushed forward and seized the positions up to
and including the All Muntar hill, which had been
captured on the day before. They encountered some
resistance, but drove the cnemy out and established
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themselves on this line. At 8 am. the 53rd Division
and the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade passed under
the direct command of General Officer Commanding,
Easternn Forre. As soon as the advanced parties of
infantry were established in the recaptured positions,
preparations were made by the General Officer Com-
manding, 53rd Division, to reinforce them, but before
the reinforcements could reach their objectve, a strong
countter-attack was made by fresh Turkish troops,
which were pouring in from the north and north-east,
"This counter-attack drave our patrols out of the posi-
tion on All Muntar ELll, though further advance from
it on the part of the enemy was prevented by our
artiltery, and our infantry still held the rest of the
positions. Since, however, the junction of the right of
the s3rd Division and che left of the s54th made an
acute salient exposed to attack on three sides, it was
necessary to withdraw the line here, so as to eliminate
the acute angle. In addition to the Turkish reinforce-
ments coming from the east and north-east against
Al Muntar, another body appeared early in the morn-
ing oa the Sheikh Abbas ridge, which they occupied,
From this point they directed artillery fire on the rear
of our positions on the Mansura ridge, doing a certain
amount of damage among the transport animals, and
making any movement of camel transport during the
day impossible, Our positions were also exposed to
heavy artillery fire from the north., HNevertheless,
though tired and ill-supplied with water, the 53rd and
54th Divisions, now placed under the command of the
General Officer Commanding, 53rd Division, remained
throughout the day staunch and cheerful, and perfectly
capable of repulsing, with heavy losses to the enemy,
any Turkish counter-attacks. At no point was any
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enemy attack successful, and the Imperial Camel Corps,
on the right of the 54th Division, in repulsing the attack
by the grd Turkish Cavalry Division, practically an-
mhilated the attackers. The position, however, was an
impossible one to hold permanently. Tt was narrow
and exposed to attack and arillery fire from three
directions ; also, it was devoid of water, and hostile
artillery fite made the approach to it by day of slow-
moving camel convoys with water and supplics im-
possible, If it had now been practicable for the General
Ofhcer Commoanding, Eastern Force, to advance with
his three infantry divisions and two cavalry divisions,
¥ have no doubt that Gaza could have been taken, and
the Turks forced to retire ; but the reorganisation of
the force for a deliberate attack would have taken a
considerable time, the horses of the cavalry were vety
fatigued, and the distance of the rail-head from the
front line put the immediate maiatenance of such a
force with supplies, water and ammunition entirely
out of the question, The only alternative, therefore,
was to retire the infantry, and this movement, after a
strong counter-attack at 4 p.m. on the northern apex
of our position had been shattered by our rifte, machine-
gin and artillery fire, was carried out during the night
at the order of General Officer Commanding, Eastern
Force. By daylight the whole force had reached the
western side of the Wadi Ghuzze and taken up a strong
defensive position covering Deir el Belah, The enemy
made no attenipt to advance on the a8th, but contented
himself with the occupation of the Gaza defences,
our cavalry remaining in touch with him throughout
the day. Arrangements were made on the 2gth for the
defensive line on the western side of the Wadi Ghuzze
to be divided into sections, to be held by the sath,
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sand and 53rd Divisions respectively, to cover the
further progress of the railway, which was just reaching
Khan Yunus. _

8. The total of the first battle of Gaza, which gave
us g50 Turkish and German prisoners and two Austtian
field guns, caused the enemy losses whn?h I estimate at
8,000, and cost us under 4,000 casualiies, of which a
large proportion were only slightly wounded, was that
my primary and secondary objects were:_compflctely
attained , but that the failure to attain the third olyect—
the caplure of Gaza—owing to the delay caused by
fog on the 26th, and the waterless nature of the country
round Gazz, prevented a most successful operation
from being a complete disaster to the enemy, The troops
engaged, both cavalry, camelry and infantry, especiatly
the 53rd Division and the 161st Brigade of the s4th,
which had not been seriously in action since the evacua-
rion of Suvla Bay ar the end of 115, fought _wnth the
utmost gallantry and endurance, and showed to the
full the splendid fighting qualities which they possess,

g. Preparations were immediately begun for a second
attack in greater force on the Gaza pesitions as soon as
possible, though I instructed the General Dﬁic‘er Co_m-
manding, Eastern Force, that upon no consideration
was a premature attack to be made. At the same time,
the utmost expedition was made necessary by the re-
ceipt of the instructions from the War Office ta press
on towards Jerusalem, to which I have referred in my
first paragraph, The station at Deir el Belah, wi}ere
the headquarters of the General Officer Commanding,
Eastern Force, had been set up on zoth March, was
opened on the sth April, and was rapidly devel?p:ed
info an important rail-head, At this period the actvity
of hostite aircraft in bombing Deir el Belah and other
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advanced camps considerably increased, but little

damage was done, and all attacks were followed by
vigorous retaliation on the part of the Royal Flying
Corpsz. The troops were all concentrated ready for
an advance and recommaissances for artillery positions
east of the Wadi Ghuzze were completed early in April,
but the chief factor in fizing the date of the advance
was out continual source of anxiety, the water-supply.
It was necessary for the next advance that two divisions
should be able to water in the Wadi Ghuzze, where
the prospects of obtaining water by well-sinking were
smafl. Tanks therefore had to be set up in the Wadi,
and arrangements made to pump rail-borne water from
Deir el Belah over the In Seirat ridge to fll them.
These preparations were energetically put in hand,
and even by the gth April 27,000 gallons were in the
cistern at Um Jerrar, and excavations for three 8,000~
gallon tanks ar Tzl el Jemmi were completed, while
nine cisterns with a total capacity of 60,000 gallons,
and seven empty cisteras, were located at Abasan el
Kebir,

The general plan of the attack had by this time
already been decided. It was that the advance on Gaza
with three infantry divisions aud two cavalry divisions
should take place in two stages. The first stage would
be the occupation of the Sheikh Abbas—Mansura
ridge, south of Gaza, and its preparation ag a strong
point from which any flank attack could easily be re-
pelled, A short period of development was to follow
the first stage, during which water-supply and com-
munications would be improved as far ag possible,
heavy artillery and Tanks brought up and supplies
advanced, so that the final stage—an advance on Gaza
after a heavy bombardment—should be accomplished
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rapidly. Meanwhile, the enemy 1n front of me hgd
heen considerably reinforced, and had abandoned all in-
tention of further retirement, It became clear that five
divisions and a cavalry division had now appeared on
our front, with an increase in heavy artillery, Not only
were the Gaza defences being daily strengthened and
wired, but a system of enemy trenches and works
was being constructed south-east from (Gaza to the
Atawineh ridge, sorme 12,000 yards distant from the
town, This put any encircling movement b}i' our
cavalry out of the question, unless the enemy's line in
front of us could be pierced, and a passage made througl}
which the mounted divisions could be pushed, Until
that could be done, the rdle of our mounted treops
would be to protect the right flank of the infantry,
whose attack in the final stage was to be on the same
lines as the first attack, While one division advanced
from the Wadi Ghuzze between the sea and the Gaza
— Deir ¢l Belah road, the two divisions occupying the
Sheikh Abbas— Mansura ridge were to attack fhe
south-western defences up to the Ali Muntar hill;
the right division, after overcoming the enemy on its
front, to pivot on its left against the defences north of
Al Muntar. The 17th April was fixed as the first stage
of the advance, and on the 15th April I proceeded
to Khan Yunus, where I set up my Advanced General
Headquarters, _ ,
0. For the first stage of the operations the dis-
positions of the General Officer Commanding, .E':?.S:’EE!I'H
Force, were as follows :—The 52nd and 54th Divisions,
the latter on the right, to seize and accupy the line
Sheikh Abbas—Mansura—Kurd Hill {on the El E'?nje
ridee), The General Officer Commanding, sand Divi-
sion, Major-General W, E. B, Smith, C.B., CM.G.,
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to command thus attack. The s3rd Division, under the
command of Major-General S. F, Mott, to remain in
position just north of the Wadi Ghuzze between the
sea and the Gaza—Khan Yunus road, but to carry out
strong reconnaissances northwards along the coast.
The 74th Division to remain in general reserve in the
vicinity of In Seirat. Of the Desert Column, now con-
stituted of two mounted divisions and the Imperial
Camel Corps Brigade, one mounted division was to be
disposed about Shellal with the object of immobilising
enemy forces at Hereira, while the remainder of the
column was to protect the right flank of the s4th
Division. The enemy was disposed in a chain of
detachments along the 16 miles between Sharia and
Gaza, with strong trenches at Rijm el Atawineh (about
13,000 yards south-east of Gaza) and wvery strong
defences, known as the Warren, the Labyrinth, Green
Hill, Middlesex Hill, Outpost Hil! and Lees Hill (see
inset, Map 4}, running south-westwards along the
ridge from Ali Muntar. This position, which com-
mands all approaches to the town from the south-
west, south and south-east, had been very strongly
fortified and well wired, in addition to the natural
obstacles formed by thick cactus hedges, and had been
made into a nest of machine guns, larpely manned by
Germans, The right of his line, between Caza and
the sea, ran in the arc of a circle west and south-west
of the town. This section consisted of 2 double line
of trenches and redoubts, strongly held by infantry
and machine guns, well placed and concealed in im-
penefrable cactus hedges buiit on high mund banks
enciosing orchards and gardens on the outskirts of
the town.

The advance began at dawn on i7th Aprnil, and
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the Sheikh Abbas—Mansura—Kurd Hill pﬁﬂidonr was
taken by 7 a.m. with little opposition and pracucarlly
1o casualties, though one Tank was pul out of action
by direct hits from artillery. The consclidation of the
position was at once begun under intermittent bursts
of heavy shelling. The Desert Column _fulﬁlle-f:l its
task of protection and reconnaissance, d_uﬂng which a
strong body of enemy cavalry was dislodged by a

" brigade of the Australian and New Zealand Mounted

Division from a ridge just east of the Wadi Imleth.
The mounted treops of the Desert Column fell back
west of the Wadi Ghuzze for the mght, leaving an
outpost line from the right of the s4th Division south-
wards. Consolidation of the Sheikh Abbas—Mansura
position contintted during the night, and all other pre-
parations for the second stage of the advance, which
was ordered to take place on the 1gth, were pushed
on during the 18th. On this day the Desert Column
again made strong reconmaissances towards the east.
The Imperial Camel Corps Brigade was detached
from the Desert Column and placed under the
orders of the General Officer Commanding, s54th
Division, ‘ _

The dispositions for the final stage, in which the
guns of the French battleship ** Reguin ”" and of H.M.
Moniters Nos. 21 and 31 were to co-operate, were as
follows +—

The 54th and 52nd Divigions, acting under :‘..h_e
command of General Officer Commanding, 5and Divi-
sion, were to attack the Ali Muntar group of wnr!m,
the sqth pivoting on the right of the 52nd, and in-
cluding in its objective the group of trenches at Sihan,
east of Gaza, the Imperizl Camel Corps Brigade being
attached to it for this purpose. The 53rd Division was
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to attack the enemy trenclies in the sand dunes south-
west of Gaza, the line Sampson Ridge—Sheikh Ajlin
being its first objective,

‘The 74th Division, in general reserve, was to advance
and take up a position of readiness behind rhe Sheikh
Abbas and Mansura ridges, Of the Desert Cojumn, the
Impetial Mounted Division was to make 2 dismounted
attack on the enemy’s position at Rijm el Atawineh,
part of the Austraban and New Zealand Mounted
Division to seize a spur at Baiket el Sana on the right
of the Imperal Mounted Division, and the remainder
to be held in reserve to take advantage of any success
gained by the Imperial Mounted Division.

The containing attack by the cavalry began at dawn,
and by 10.30 aum. the Imperial Mounted Division
was on the line Gaza—Baiket ¢l Sana Ridge, with its
right refused, while the Australian and New Zealand
Mougnted Division had seized the ridge at Baiket el
Sana. The Imperial Mounted Division, under shell
and machine-gun fire, continued the attack on the
Atawineh trenches with the greatest gallantry, but
could make little headway. For the main attack, the
bombardment opened at 5.30 a.m. The guns of the
* Requin " and the monitors bombarded Ali Muntar
and the works immediately ta the south-west. These
guns kept the enemy’s defences and dug-outs under
an accurate and sustained fire, and were instrumental
during the day in rendering several enemy counter-
attacks aborrive. At 7.15 a.m. the 53rd Division ad-
vanced on Sampson Ridge and Sheikh Ajlin, and at
7-30 am. the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade, s4th
Division and 52nd Division advanced to the attack,
The 53rd Division, though meeting with considerable

opposition, gradually worked up to Sampson Ridge,
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which was carried by the 16oth Brigade early in the
afternoon,  This enabled the 155th Brigade to carry
the high ground berween this position and the coast
with Lttle opposition, and the fitst objective of the
division was attained. The remainder of the main
attack was not so fortunate. The 155th Brigade, the
left bricade of the s2nd Division, made good Lees
Hill, the nearest point to our Hne of the enemy's de-
fences on the Al Muntar ridge, by 8.15 a.m., but on
advancing beyond Lees Hill this brigade came under
very heavy machine-gun fire from Outpost Hill, which
checked its progress. This prevented any advance of
the 156th Brigade, which was echeloned slightly in
the right rear of the 155th. A lintle later, one of the
Tanks came astride of the lunette on Qutpost Hill,
causing considerable loss to the enemy, but the in-
fantry could not capture this lunette till shortly after
10 am. The Tank was unfortunately hit by three
shells and burnt out. Meanwhile, the 54th Division,
with the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade, had advanced
steadily under fire on the right of the sand Division.
Tig left brigade, the 162nd, was in advance of the right
of the 156th Brigade, and thus exposed to a heavy
enfilade fire from the direction of Ali Muntar, At
9.30 a.m. the left of this brigade was heavily counter-
attacked, but the enemy were repulsed by machine-
gun fire. On the right of the 162nd Brigade, the
163rd Brigade fought its way forward against enemy
works between Gaza and Sihan. One Tank advanced
zhead of the infantry and inflicted heavy casualties on
the enemy in a redoubt, but was afterwards hit by shell
fire and burnt out. The Imperial Camel Corps Brigade,
in conjunction with the gth Australian Light Horse
Brigade on its right, entered the enemy trenches
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at Sihan by g aan., the enemy withdrawing to a
position some 8oo vards to the north. The Imperial
Camel Corps Brigade was unable, however, to advance
beyond Sihan, and the 163rd and 16and Drigades,
in spite of most strenuous and gallant efforts to ad-
vance, were repeatedly checked by very heavy fire
from this front. Towards noon the left of the ré3rd
Brigade was forced back by a determined counter-
attack from the north-east, and this left the ¥6and Bri-
gade in a critical position, but it stcod firm until,
assisted hy the 161st Brigade, the 163rd Brigade was
able to regain all the ground it had lost. The enemy
counter-attack against the 163rd Brigade was mean-
while continued against the Ath Austrabian Light Horse
Brigade, which was forced to give ground, and, with
the zrd Australian Light Horse Brigade on its right,
suffered heavy casualties. However, the Imperial Camel
Carps Brigade, though in a critical position, held on tiil
the 6th Mounted Brigade filled the gap and stopped
the enemy’s advance. Heavy shelling and tmachine-
gun fire were directed at the line during the remainder
of the afternoon. Meanwhile the 155th Brigade was
shelled out of its position on Cutpost Hill, but the
position was most gallantly retaken on his own initta-
tive by Major W. T. Forrest, M.C., 1/4th Battalion
King’s Own Scottish Borderers {(subsequently killed},
who collected a few men for the purpose. All further
attempts by the 155th Brigade to launch an attack from
Outpost Hill were shattered by fire at their inception,
and the r56th Brigade was forced to remain in the open
under a heavy fire.

t1. The position at 3 p.m. was therefore as follows :
The operations of the Desert Column (in effect a
“ containing attack '') were meeting with all the success
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which had been anticipated. A serious enemy counter-
attack had been checked and driven back.

The 54th Division, on the right of the matn attack,
had progressed, in spite of deterrmned oppositdon and
heavy casualties, as far as was possible until a further
advance of the sand Division should prevent rthe ex-
posure of its leff flank, Reports received from the s4th
Division stated thar the situation was satisfactory,
and that no help was required in order to enable the
ground gained to be held until further progress by the
52nd Division should render practicable a renewal of
the advance, I should iike to state here my appreciation
of the great skill with which General Hare handled his
fine division throughout the day.

The s2nd Division was unable to advance beyond
Qutpost Hill. Middlesex Hill, and a large area of
extremely broken ground west and north-west of it,
had been made by the enemy exceedingly strong, The
nests of machine guns in the broken ground could not
be located among the narrow dongas, holes and fissures
with which this locality was seamed. Partly owing to
this, and partly owing to the extenr of the area, the
artillery fire concentrated upon it was unable to keep
down the enemy’s fire when the r55th Brigade at-
temoted to advance. The reserve Brigade of the 5and
Division had not been emplayed, and the remaining
brigade (the 1s56th) was in position ready to attack
Green Hill and Ali Muntar as soon as the progress of
the 155th hrigade on its left should enable it to do se.
U;:- to this time, therefore, only one brigade of the 52nd
Drvision was seriously engaged, The conformation of
the ground, however, was such that the artack on Qui-
post and Middlesex Hills could enly be made on an

extremely narrow front. It is possible that if the General
L



162 SIR A. MURRAY'S DESPATCHES

Officer Commanding, Eastern Force, had now decided
to throw in his reserves, the key of the position might
have been taken wirh the further loss of herween 5,000
and €,coo men, but this would have left my small force,
already reduced, with a difficuit line of front to hold
against increasing reinforcements of the enemy, who,
owing 10 the conformanon of the terrain, could attack
from several directions. As it was, the General Officer
Commanding, Eastern Force, in view of infermation
received that our attack had not yet succeeded in draw-
ing in the enemy's reserves, decided that the moment
had not yvet conie for an attempt to force a decision by
throwing in the general reserve, though he maoved the
22gth Brigade of the 74th Division up to Mansura, so
as to be ready to press home the attack of the sand
Division whenever required,

At 2.30 pa, an enemy counter-attack against the
left of the 162nd Brigade was shattered by our shell fire
with heavy loss to the enemy, but otherwise ne change
occutred in the situation till 6,20 p.m., when the 155th
Brigade was forced to evacuate Qutpost Hill. Since it
was evident that the action could not be hrought o a
conclusion within the day, at 4 p.m. [issued, personally,
mstructions to General Officer Commanding, Eastern
Force, that all ground gained during the day must,
without fail, be held during the mght, with a view to
resumming the attack on the Ali Muntar pesition under
cover of a concentrated artillery bombardment at dawn
on the 20th.

The position at raghtfall was that the 53rd Division
held the Sampson Ridge—Sheikh Ajlin line ; the 5and
Division on its tight was facing north towards Qutpost
Hill and Ali Muntar ; the s4th Division carvied the
Iine south-eastwards and southwards round the Sheikh
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Abbas ridge to El Meshrefe, whence the mounted
troops continved the line southwards to the Wadi
Ghuzze, Our total casualties had amounted to some
~,000,

During the night of the igth/zaoth T received a
ressage from General Dobell to say that, after care-
ful deliberation and consultation with all divisional
commanders, he was strongly of the opinion that the

‘resumption of the attack ordered for the following

morning did not offer sufficient prospect of success to
justify the very heavy casualres which such an operation
wottld, in his opinion, involve, He therefore urgently
requested my sanction to cancel the instructions pre-
viously issued, and my approval for the substitution
of orders for the consolidation of the positions already
gainted, to be carried out on the zoth, with a view to a
further attack on the enemy's line at some point be-
rween Gaza and Hereira, a5 and when an oppartunity
might offer. In view of the strongly-expressed opinion
of the General Officer Commanding, Eastern Force,
supported by the General Officer Commanding, Desert
Column, and the divisional commanders, I assented to
this propasal.

12, The ground gained by the end of the igth
April was consolidated during the 2o0th. No ground,
in fact, gained on the day has since been lost, and the
positionn to which we then advanced has facilitated,
and will facilitate, further operations. The enemy,
contrary to my expectations, made no general counter-
attack on the =2oth, and all his local counter-attacks
were eastly repuised. One counter-attack was nipped
in the bud entirely by our aircraft; a reconpaissance
macluine having detected about s,000 infantry and
Boo cavalry gathered in the Wadi near Hereira, four
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machines immediately artacked this force, which they
found in massed formation, with bombs, and the entire
body was dispersed with heavy casualties.

On a1st April, General Dobell visited me at my
Advanced General IHeadquarters to discuss the situa-
tion. He repeated that, in his opinion, which was con-
firmed by that of all his subordinate commanders,
in view of the great strength of the positions to which
he was opposed, the renewal of a direct attack with the
force at his disposal would not be justified by any
reasonable prospect of success, He was most strongly
of the opinion that deliberate methods must be adopted,
and that even the assumption of trench warfare might
be necessary, pending the armval of reinforcetnents.
After full discussion, and not without considerable re-
luctance, I assented to this change of policy, and on
the 2znd April T reported to the War Office that with
my present force I could not probably count on being
ahle to effect more than a local success.

In the meantime, it becamne apparent to me that
General Dobell, who had suffered some wecks pre-
viously from a severe touch of the sun, was no longer
in a fit state of health to bear the strain of further opera-
tions in the coming heat of summer. To my great
regret, therefore, 1 felt it my duty to relieve him of lus
comriand, and to place the command of Eastern Force
in the hands of Lieut.-General Sir Philip Chetwode,
Bt.,, K.C.M.G., C.B., .5.0. General Chetwode was
succeeded 1n command of the Desert Column by
Major-General Sir H. G. Chauvel, K.C.M.G., C.B.;
and Major-General E. W. C. Chaytor, C.B., C.M.G.,
succeeded ro the command of the Australian and
MNew Zealand Mounted Division, Accordingty, on the
morning of the zarst, I interviewed General Dobell and
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infortned him of my decision, in which he concurred.
I then interviewed General Chetwede, and insrructed
him ro relieve General Dobell m the command of
Easternt Force. On 26th April, T received the decision
of the War Cabinst, referred to in my first paragraph,
which substituted for previous instructions to advance
on Jerusalem, instructions to take any lavourable
oppertunity of defeating the Turkish forces opposed
to me, and follow up any success gained with all the
means at my disposal,

13. After this time no notable change tock place
in the situation on the eastern front, where the im-
mediate task was so to consolidate the first line that it
could be held by the minimum of troops, thus releasing
one or twa divisions for further offensive operations.
The enemy continued to receive reinforcements for
fis units and additional treops, so that early in May
I estitnated that he had nearly six infantry divisions
oni his fromt tine, while his total force in this theatre
might amount to eight divisions. There was no doubt,
moreover, that he had lately received considerable
reinforcements in artillery and machine-gun units, as
well as in mounted troeps. Throughout the month
he continued to strengthen his positions between Gaza
and Hereira, and began to build 2 milizary branch line
from El Tine, on the Central Palestine Railway, towards
El Mejdel, north of (Gaza,

As the result of recent operations, I was closely
in touch with the enemy on a front of some 14,000
yards from Sheikh Ajlin, on the sea, to the north-
eastern corner of the Sheikh Abbas ridge. From that
point my line turned back through Sharta towards the
Wadi Ghugzze, with the right flank extended to Shellal
i order to protect my southern flank and te deny to
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the enemy the valuable supplies lying in the Wadi at
that point. In the meantime, arrangements had been
made to construct a branch line of ralway as rapidly
as possible from Rafa to the neighbourhood of Shellal,
to cnable operations to be conducted on a broader
front than was possible from the single rail-head at
Deir el Belah. By a3rd June this branch line had pro-
gressed to the asth kilometre, and stations had been
made at Amr and Weli Sheikh Nuran, The process of
strengthening the northern portion of the posiiion,
from the sea to Sharta, in order w set free as many
troops as possible, was energetically continued durtng
the month of May, by the end of which it was possible,
roughly speaking, to hold this portion with two divi-
sions, thus leaving two divisions in general reserve.
The mounted troops of the Desert Column were un-
tiring In reconnaissance towards the cast and north-
east during this time. For the time being, however,
the possibility of offensive action was governed by the
fact that, exclusive of the mounted troops, I had only
three fully-equipped and trained divisions and one
partially equipped and trained. The three former
divisions required some 350 officers and o,000 other
ranks to bring them up to full strength. During April
and May cne battalion artived from East Africa, one
from Aden, and four from India towards the formation
of a further division, to be called the 75th, but the
liealth of the two former was much impaired, and on
the rath May I was informed that the remaining batta-
Lions destined for this division were to be retained in
India for the present. At the same time I was informed
that two mounted brigades would be sent to me from
Salonica, together with complete artillery for ope
division, and also appreciable reinforcements in heavy
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artiiiery. On a27th May I was informed that the re-
mainder of thiz divisien, the 8oth, would sail for Egypt
from Salonica during June. These prospective additions
to the force entaled a considerable amount of re-
organisation, and at the sams time 1t became necessary
to reorganise the transport of the fighting units, in
rezard to which, in the exigencies of recent operations,
jmprovisation to meet the needs of the moment had,
of necessity, been resorted to. :

14. From 6th May the defensive hne from Sheikh
Ajlin to Tel el Jemmi was reorganised into two sections,
to be held on a regular system of rellefs, Cavalry
patrolling was actively carried on by the mounted
troops, who frequently came into contact with the
enemy's mounted patrols to the east and north-east.
During the earlier part of May, the enemy aircraft
made several attacks with bombs on Deir el Belah and
other points near the front line, The Royal Flying
Corps made effective reraliation against Ramle and
Sharia, and, as the month advanced, the enemy’s activiry
dimimished in this respect, During May, also, our
heavy batteries, with the co-operation of the Royal
Flying Corps, made very effective practice on enemy
bztteries in the neighbourhood of Gaza. The only
event, however, of any note during this month was a
cavalry raid carried out on the 23rd and agth May
against the Beersheba—El Auja railway, with the object
of preventing the enemy from recovering and using its
material . for the construction of his branch line from
El Tine to Meidel,

The plans for this operation necessitated the move-
ment of one mounted brigade and demolition parties
to Bir ¢l Esani, 10 miles W.S.W, of Beersheba on the
Wadi Shanag, during the afternoon before the raid
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took place. Since this movement could not be concealed,
it was arranged that an arullery demonstration should
take place on the left flank, in order to draw the enemy’s
attention from the movement on Esani, and place him
in doubt as to our intentions, For three days previously,
the artillery carried out wire-cuiting on the Gaza de-
fences, and the enemy's repairing parties were kept
under artillery and machine-gun fire. The arullery
demonstration was made meore intense during the after-
noon of 2and and the early morning of 23rd May, This
demanstration was very successful in making the enemy
apprehensive on his right, and he appears to have
suffered a considerable number of casualties.

On the afternoon of the zand, one brigade of the
Ausrralian and New Zealand Mounted Diwvision, with
demolition parties from the field squadrons of beth
mounted divisions, moved to Esami. During the nught
of the 2andfa23rd this force marched on the ralway
at Aslu) and Hadaj by way of Khalasa, Khalasa was
surrounded during the night, and no opposition was met
with there, The detnolition parties reached their posi-
tions on the railway line just before 7 a.am. on the a3rd.
The Imperial Camel Corps Brigade left Rafa early on
the 22nd and marched approximately down the Turco-
Egyptian fronter on Auja. Owing to the difficulties
of the country, the Imperial Camel Brisade demolition
party was unable to begin work on the railway before
11.45 am, on the 23rd. The demolition parties had
previcusly been thoroughly trained, and their work,
once begun, was carried out with great rapidity, Those
of the mounted divisions completed the destruction of
the railway from Asluj to Hadaj—about seven miles—
by 10 a.m. The destruction of this portion of the line
made interfereuce with the work of the Imperial Camel
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Brigade practically impossible. The demolitien party
of that brigade, therefore, had time to complete the
destruction of six miles of raillway castward from Auja
during the day.

Thus 13 miles of railway line were completely de-
stroyed, each pair of rails being cut in the centre. One
G-span bridge, one 13-span bridge, a viaduct over the
Wadi Theigat el Amirin, and (between Thamuliat el
Rashid and Asluy) one 18-arched bridge, one 5-arched
bridge, one 3z-arched bridge, one 3z-arched bridge,
and two culverts were completely destroyed. All the
points and switches at Asly] railway station were de-
straved, A considerable number of telegraph posts
were cut down, wires cut, and insulators broken, A
quantity of Decauville matertal near Hadaj wag de-
siroyed., Finally, a large stone building near Wadi
Imkharuba was demclished, with quantities of sand-
bags, timber and matting.

While this work was in progress, the mounted divi-
sions of the Desert Column carried out 1 demonstration
towards Bir Saba and Irgeig, The divistons marched
by night on the 22nd f23rd, and during the 23rd carried
a tactical and water reconnaissance of the area im-
mediately west and north-west of Bir Saba. The 1oth
Heavy Battery, R.G.A., was moved forward behind
this force and shelled the viaduct at Irgeig.

The withdrawal of the mounted troops was effected
without difficulty, the enemy showing no signs of
activity. The Australian and New Zealand Mounted
Division met a few Arab snipers. One armed Arab
was killed and 13 prisoners were taken. The Imperial
Mounted Division encountered only slight opposition
from small parties of enemy cavalry, Qur casualties were
onie tan wounded. During this operation crops which
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could not be brought in, and which would otherwise
fall into the hands of the enemy, were destroyed by our
troops. It is estimated that 120 tons were burne during
the day. One of our aeroplanes employed for inter-
communication between Desert Column Headquarters
and the Imperial Camei Corps Brigade was damaged in
attempting to land near Auja, The Imperial Camel
Corps Brigade therefore remained at that place for the
night, 23rdf24th, and personnel of the brigade suc-
ceeded in repairing the aeroplane, the loss of which
was thereby avoided, and which returned safely to the
aerodrome on the 24th,

For the month of June there is nothing of special
note to record, the period being mainly one of energetic
preparation for further operations. For the time being,
the infantry in the northern part of the line were con-
fined to trench warfare, to which the troops soon
adapted themselves, while to the south and sourh-east
our cavalry patrols were daily in touch with the cnemy.

15. During the period covered by this report,
the situation on the western front has been such as
to call for little comment. The lght armoured motor
batteries, light car patrols and Bikanir Camel Corps,
who form the garrisons of the posts, have been able
to keep the whole front free from disturbance. The
route from Sollum to Siwa has now been improved,
s0 that Siwa can be reached by car from Sollum in a
single day.

In consequence of an agreement between the
Government and Sayed Mohammed Idris, sigued at
Akrama on z5th April, I have approved certain regula-
tons to govern trade with Arabs of the western parts
through the marker at Sollum, the main object being
to treat Sayed Idris as lberally as circumsiances will
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permit, while at the same time regulating the quantity
of food offered for =ale at Sollum, zo as to render it
impessible for the Senoussi to lay in reserve stocks
of any appreciable magnitude. The General Officer
Cominanding, Coastal Section, has been instructed
to co-operate with the Civil Administration in putting
these regulations into force. I have also issued a new
prociamation defining the western line of the Coastal
Section, across which no person shall pass without
special permut issued by the military authorities at
Sollum, movement to or from Egypt, except through
Sollum, being forbidden. With a view to preventing
any disturbing effect on the local population, and alse
o prevent any feeling of mustrust which might arise in
the mind of Sayed Ldris by any action of our armed
parties, I have given instructions that the latter should
not operate beyond our western frontier, which, for
purposes of convenience, was defined broadly as a line
running north and south from Sollum to the westetn
end of Melfa Qasis. .

The attitude of the Sheikhs and inhabitants at Siwa
is very friendly, and the former are co-operating
loyally in carryving out all instructions received from
the civil and military authorities regarding restrictions
of trade, repair of road passes and the destruction of
the Senoussi ¥ Zawias,” or teaching-houses.

No incident has occurred in the Scuthern Canal
Section, the gatrison of which has been considerably
reduced since the beginning of the year, The extent
of the Northern Canal Section increased continuousty
a5 the Eastern Force advanced, and at the beginning of
May this command was reorganised as that of the
General Officer Commanding, Palestine Lines of Com-
munication Defences, with headquarters ar El Arish,
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This command now extends from the northern part
of the Suez Canal to Khan Yunus, and includes the
responsibility for the defence of almost the whole
length of the mulitary railway and pipe-lines, FExcept
for attacks by hostile aircraft, no enemy attempts have
been made against the lines of commumication, but
between 7ih and rith May a small force from this
command, consisting of two companies Imperial Came!
Corps and a field troop, made a successful expedition
to El Awa, Birein and El Kossaima, for the purpose of
blowing up the wells and water-supply at those places
to the utmost possible extent. The force metr with
1o opposition, captured five prisoners and completed
successfully the dernolitions, including that of the rail-
way bridge north-east of El Auja.

In April, Colonel Sir Mark Sykes, Bt., joined my
staff as Chief Political Officer, white forming part
of a joint Anglo-French Political Mission in which
M. Picot was the chief French representative, This
missiett proceeded to Bl Arish at the beginning of
May and subsequently paid a visit to the Hedjaz.

I have great pleasure in recording the addition to
the force under my command of a French detachmegt
under M. le Colonel Piépape, and of an Tralian detach-
ment under Majer da Agostine. ‘The French detach-
ment took over the defences at Khan Yunus on 25th
May, and the Italian detachment has proceeded to the
Rafa defences. At the end of May T was most happy
to welcome i1 Egypt M, le Général Bailloud, who came
as inspector of French troops in Northern Africa to
inspect the French detachment,

At the beginning of May it became flecessary to
reorganise the administrative services on the Eastern
Lines of Communication, owing to the increasing size
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of the Eastern Force. An inspector, Palestine Lines of
Communication, was therefore appointed. His head-
quartets were established ar Kantara an 2nd May, and
the advaniage of this appointment has been proved by
the increased efficiency of the lines-of-comtrnunication
services east of the canal.
16, In conclusion, I should Lke to place on record
my appreciation of the magmibhcent wnrl.c done by all
the fishting troops before Gaza. No praise can be too
high for the gallantry and steadfastness of the cavalry,
infantry, artiliery, Royal Flying Corps and al! other
units which took part in the two battles. Particular
commendation is due o the infantry. The 52nd, 53rd
and 54th Divisions, though actively engaged for over a
year in the Sinai Pemnsula, had not, suCe their re-
organisation after the operations in the Dardanelles,
besn able to show how they had improved out of all
knowledee in training and discipline, and in gll Ifhat
TOES to make up an excellent hghting orgarusation.
Under severe trial they have now given ample proof
of the finest soldierly gualities. It is hardly necessary
to reiterate the praises of the Australian and New
Zealand mounted troops, who have always come up to
their high reputation, and their comrades in the mounted
yeomanry have shown themselves to be endowed m‘th
the samne bravery, vigour and tenacity, The Impenal
Camel Corps, manned by Australian, New ;ﬁaland
and British personnel, has proved a corps d élite, pos-
sessed with a quite remarkable spirit of gallantry.
The distinguished service rendered by the troops from
Indiz is deserving of high commendation. Units of the
Indian Regular Army, mounted and dismounted Im-
perial Service troops and the Bikamr Car_r}el‘ Corps
have shown soldierly qualities in action, discipline and
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endurance ; and I wish to record the unfailing devotion
to duty of the battalions in garrison in Egypt, and of
the British West Indies Regiment. The Camel Trans-
port Corps and the Egyptian Labour Corps—two units
raised in this country—are worthy of the warmest
praise for their untiring labours, under the severest
conditions, in close conjunction with the fighting troops,

The health of the troops has throughout been
singularly geod. All branches of the medical services,
under Surgeon-General J. Maher, C.B., deserve the
highest commendation for theit successful work at
the front, on the lines of communication and in the
base hospitals. The presence in the force of a number
of civil medical consultants, who have so patriotically
given their services, has been of the very greatest value,
and they have worked in successful accord with the
regular medical services of the Army. The Australian
Army Medical Corps and the New Zealand Medical
Corps have also been remarkable for their efficiency
and unremitting devotion,

The workings of the supply and transport services
have had to take into account quite abnormal condi-
tions, both of supplies available and tetrain, involving
in some cases comnplete reorganisation of unifs to suit
local conditions, In spite of this, the functions of these
services have been dischatged in a most admirable
manfier, and great credit is due to the Director,
Brigadier-General G. F. Davies, C.M.G,, and to all
ranks under him.

The same local conditions above referred to have
rendered the force more than usually dependent on
animal teansport, while operations have involved the
use of important mounted forces. The remount and
veterinary services have vonsequently held a vital place
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in the organisation, and they h;w_e car}-ied out their
respective tasks to my complete satisfaction, _

I have, in a previous despatch, b1:ought to notice
the adinirable work of the sigml saw:c&s,tand I‘ne?c{
only sow add that this service has _cpntmued bl H:;
officient and highly satisfactory condition. 'I_'he war
done by the engineer services and the works directorate

ves high commendation. ‘

des?lr"hf:ra 155, pethaps, no deparrment which has a
greater influence upen the moral of an army than that
of the Chaplains’ Department. The Thomugh and
self-sacrificing manner in which chaplm_tm of IEL“ !ﬂt‘.‘.-
nominations, under the principal chaplain, Brlgadler-
General A, V. €, Hordern, C.M.G., have carried out
their duties, has earned the gratitude of all ranks.

The impossibility of granting leave home on any
extended scale has rendered the Army in tha.f; P’_lcld
dependent on rest camps and vnluntar_}' institutions
for that rest and relaxation so necessary in view of the
arducus conditions of campaigning in the desert and
in tropical heat. I wish to take this, my last, opgn;
tunity of expressing the thanks of the whole Fie
Force o those ladies and gentlemen wha have f:lane:
so much to obviate the deprivations imposed on it by
those conditions, Especially are they due to the C'hu_r::h
Army and the Young Men's Christian Association,
whose recreation huts are provided, not only in the
rest camps, but also throughout the front. It ﬁpuld
be hard to exaggerate the value of these institutions,

both in sustaining the moral and the health of the

S' .
trm'{')he dealing with reinforcements and matezial
arriving from England, the tansference of such laf'ga
numbers of troops to other theatres of war, the keeping
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of records thus affected and the registration of casualties
and evacuation of sick and wounded, have thrown very
heavy work on the base ports, The staffs responsible
for these matters have discharged their arducus duties
with marked efficlency, frequenily under difficult
climatic condittons and abnotmal pressure.

In spite of the important operations in progress
during this time, military training has been continued
with undiminished vigour., The Imperial School of
Instruction at Zeitoun has by now passed over 22,000
officers and nom-commissioned officers through its
hands.

A staff school was started early in the year for the
traimng of junior staff officers. Three courses, each of
about six weeks, were held at this school, for which
atcomnodation was found just outside Cairo, the num-
ber of candidates at the first two courses being shared
between this force and the Salonica Force, while the
last course was confined to the Egyptian Expeditionary
Force. The results of these courses have been exceed-
ingly useful, and the instruction has been extremely
well carried out.

His Highness the Sulian has, throughout the period
of my command, given me wvaluable encouragement
and wise counsel, based on his unrivalled knowledge
of Eastern affairs.

I wish once more to thank His Excellency The High
Cotnmissioner, General Sir F, R, Wingate, G.CB,,
G.CV.0,, K.CM.G,, D.5.0., for the ready assistance
and quick sympathy which he has given me in all my
work ; all branches of the Civil Government of Egypt
have assisted the Forces in the Field with unfailing
readiness,

My gratitude 15 also due to Vice-Admiral Sir
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Rosslyn Wemyss, K.C.B, C.M.G., MV.0, ICorn~
mander-in-Chief, East Indies and Eg}rpt, for his part
in secuting the unfaling co-operation of the Royal
Navy at ail times ; and I wish to make special reference
to the admirable and gallant work done by thc_Naval
Air Service, which has been of the greatest assistance
to my operations.

Ky Chief of the General Staff, Major-General

‘Sir Arthur Lynden Lynden-Bell, K.CM.G,, C.B.,

has given me unvarying and leyal support at all times,
He has proved himself an ideal Chief of the_Genm_"zd
Staff, combining a thorough knowledge of his duties
with an activity and an energy that overcomes all diffi-
culties. He has earned the confidence of all ranks.

Major-General John Adye, C.B., has been 2n ex-
cellent Deputy Adjutant-General, having great know-
ledge of all administrative work, and sound judgment,
He has been of the greatest assistance to me.

WMajor-General Sir Walter Campbell, K.C.MG_.,
C.RB., D.S.O., my Deputy Quartermaster-General, is
an organiser of great general ability, very sound anfsl
hatd-working, [ owe a great debt of gratitude to this
officer. :

The General Officer Commanding, Eastern Force,
Lieut.-General 5ir P. W, Chetwode, Bt., _I{.GM,G.,
C.B., 10.5.0., has united the qualities of hrﬂlmnfi Iear._ier—
ship and sure judgment, and has itwvariably inspired
confidence in all ranks. '

‘The labours of a Commander-in-Chief in the Field
are congiderably lightened when the complex and
difficult duties which fall to the military secretary
are ably discharged. In this respect I have been fortu-
nate. Lieut.~Colonel S, H, Pollen, C.M.G., is an officer

of outstanding ability and sound judgment, and the
M
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manner in which he has carried out his duties has
greatly contributed to the smooth working of the staff,
and is beyond praise.

I am submittiag, in 2 furiher despatch, the names
of officers, non-commissioned officers and men and
others whom I wish to bring to notice for gallant and
distinguished service during the period under review,

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship’s most obedient Setvant,
(Signed) A. J. MURRAY, General,
Commander-in-Chief,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.

APPENDICES



TABLE SHOWING UNITS EMBARKED FROM ECSYPT BETWEENM JANUJARY 9TII AND MAY J15T, 1918
{z) Umats oTHER THAW Mooicar TTuirs

e,

afith Driyision '
igth Division * .
15th Sikhs .
1,/5th Gurkhas .
1,6th Gurkhas
2;8h Gurkhas
1/4th Gurkhas
a/and Gurkbas
z3rd Punjabis .
No. 7 Brigade Indian
Mountain Artillery
a54th Tunnelling Co,, E.E.
g15t Divizion . .
ggth Garwhals .
1st Indian Labenr Corps .
zodth Inchan Fd. Amb,
acth Division . .
R.NA, Special Heavy
Detachment
and Avstralian Division

+ F K+ 4 4+ v

L ]

15t Austrailan Devision .
24tk Labour Ca., A5.C.
18th Lsbour Co., A.5.C,
z27ih Labour Co.., AGS.C,
15t Anzac Headooarters

APPENDIX A

. ate,
| i

|
| 4th Feb.-13 BMar,

RMarzeilles
¢ gih Feb,-zoch Apl. : DBazrah
74th February . Bommay
14th and 28th Feb, | Bomibay

- rath-17th Feb. | Bombay
15th February i Bornbay

i 15th February i Bombay

rrth Febriaty ! Bombay

. 16th Februoary Aden

| 215t and 2and Feb, | Basrah

1

1
z4th February " Marzeilles

| 28th Feb,~28th Mar. | Marseilles

| z8th February Todia
| 15 Harch . Basrah
15t Wlareh " Basrah

1 and Mar,-18th Apl. | Marseiiles
, Bth March | Blarseilles

. \ r4th Mar—z1s5t Maryl Karseilles

. aoth Blar.—30th Fay | Marscilles

2fth March i Elarseitles
| 26th XMarch Marseilles
zhth Barch Marszilles

goth Bar. & 7th Apl. | Marseilles

i5th Muole Corps « | gth Apn Bazrah
15t Mule Corps . . gth April | Hasrah
Mew Zealand Division  , | 7th Apl—goth May  Marseilles
Heavy Artillery Units =~ . | othand isthApril  Barseilles

|
Sonth Afriran Bripade ,  1sth Apl~8th May  Mamerlles
15t City of Edinburgh 15th-18ih April " Marseilles

Lo, RE. | |

1zl Renfrew Co, RE. | 15thand 28th April | Marsetlles
1f7th Co., RE. . . 15th Aprrl | Marseilles
London Brigade . 15th Apl-Bih May | Macseilles
133rd AT, Ce., R.E. . r5th April Marseilles
iz4th AT, Co., R.E. «  15th April : Marseilles
1zfth A.T. Co,, RLE. + - ISth Apal © Biarseilles
Mining Corps, ALF, . ' z7th April Flarseilles
Stokes Batteries . - ged May Bazrah
Patiala Lancers . . | 7th May Aden
2 7th Biddlesex . .« gth May Farseilles
2,/8Brh Middlesex . pth May Marzeilles
1,/6th Royal Scom " gth lay | Marseilles
&/10th Gurkha Rifles + 1othand rath May @ Aden
14th K.G.0, Sikhs . . woth May i Aden
1a5th Indian Field Amb, soth Way 1 Aden
and Gn. Ba. Laverpoo] Rgt, | 11th May Mudros
W.Lancs. Field Co., RLE. . | 11th Bay Fudros

: i 'Toran

Testir 8o,

Futmbaor,
| . |
Dﬁ'r:rs.: l‘ijagﬁ: ‘Follrs, i Anmls, :th!as. Guﬂ.s.!
— I~
;o135 , =iy — 1 g oasgl
b | 32,092 — roEe8 imsgr g3
- &84 . 77 B4 | — . 2
26 [Ep 1o | 51 64| -~ . =
23 frz ! ga | M = I 3
R " T - T
i 30 | ?15 58 53, — | —
vogal 71 B | -~ =z
34 EigE“r|82. 35|—— 4
8, BRr | —— I 541 ; 84 13
Z 1
. 3 — — — —
650 | B4 9 — - B8 =202 7o I 234 cyecles
36 | 1,315 93 8| — | — |
ig il | e} — — ‘ -
I 11! 149 — — —
719 18305 — | 2702 300 . @
& M| = — 16§ | 5traciors
: | | 1 lorry
, 737 - 2n4B0 | | 815 | 440 | 32
: I I ' ;
; i !
796 =433 - 446 — @ —|
I e
3 9 - — | = L =
2 368 . — — — i —
26 136 — 45 — | —
; 3h - =HT i — —_
—_ 136 — 105 0 — —,
808 =r3%6 | —  gg8 — | —|
84  maBst — ¢ I [In 34 diracwrs
; a3 lorriss
e 4383 . — g4 — | —
& | M3 8 ar ! — |
. . I
G . 23r ) — 3| ar - —
3 13z’ — | 3j 1 —
I 96 — g — | — |
3 | oL — — ] | —
2 Ixn — —_ § -
i 1= -  — 3 —
53 L4y — . — 1 — i—  poar
29 | ! — 1 — 0 e | 44 .
33 | 726 — 1S3 = | —
28 i BQI":I —_— — | [P
a7 i Bz - — 1 - —
32 oL — i — | - —
u7 779 — ;o B — 4
27 | 720 - | 140 — ;4
5 3 — i 27 — i —
a7 | Q08 — £ — | —
5 2in — 77 I 5 —
5.f6n 156,082 790 iar.ﬁgr 4,133 391

'ﬁmmall pl:nrrmn of this dl'-"ﬁlﬂﬂ cngm.n.lly interded For defence of the {.:ﬂal had a’tea-:ly arnved in ]:gypt when i1 was :ian:u;J-..-;i tttm‘. 1t

shensld temain 10 France.

SHHDOLV4SHO S.AVIYNNW 'V 4I5S 981

vV XIAOQNHddV

191



% MreDicaln URETS

. ! Numbara.
it Dhate, Disstination, FE—— _—
Officars.| HDEh]err , Hurses.
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MNo. 37 Casualty Clearing Station . . | 25t Aprit j France ) a . 77 —_
No. 15 Stationary Hespital . v | A2and April Egat Africa 16 | 126 a7
HMo. 14 Casvalty Clearing Station . o | 2znd April East Africa I ¥ ‘ 847 —
Mo %2 Casyalty Clearing Station .« 3and April " East Africa | tr B @ —
o, 15 Motor Srabulance Convey . . zznd Apol East Africa I 7 I3 —  Froen UE. and
i : i transhipped
Ma. 8 Indian General Hosputal . . . | 26th Apeil | Raomibay g | g i — |
Mo, 17 Stationary Hospital . . . | 26th April Bombay o 16 j 122 27
Mo, 16 Statiopary Hospital . . . ! and May Bombay 13 | 1232 16 |
Nn. az Stationaty Hospital . . r1ath May Bombay i - SR & -9 B |
Ma. az General Hospital - . . + , 2gih Nay Bombay a5 1o T3
To. 34 Indian General Hospital . v | azrd Fabruary| Bombay Iz | 4y, - | From UK, and
! fragshipped
Ne. 1 Indizn General Hospital | . . zsth Fcbruarg.r Bomibay i3 ! g ' — ° From UK. and
. . | : transtupped
I ‘ TartaL ‘ 27 ¢ fl7a ' &5 |

£91.
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APPENDIX B

SHowe THE CHIEF CoOMBATANT URITS 0F THE RIEDITERRANEAN
ExPEDTIIONARY FORCE IN EGYPT ON 27TH JANUARY, 1016

General Headguarters Troops ;—
Bikanir Came! Corps.
sth Wing, Royal Flying Corps.
zoth Brigade, R.G.A. {3 batteries of 4 fo-pounders).
35th Brigade, R.Cr.A, (3 batteries of 4 fo-pounders).
a4th Brigade, RUG.A. (1 batery of 4 6-int, howitzers).

{z battery of 2 g.2~in, howiizers).

{1 section of 2 B-in, Mark VI guns).
az2nd Brgade, R.G.A. (2 batteties of 4 6-in. howrtzers),
r4th Siege Bauery, R.G.A. (4 f-in. howitzers),
458th Siege Battery, R.G.A. {4 g.2-in. howitzers),
gth Highland Mounted Brigade, R.G.A, (T.F.) (8 2.754n.

guns),
2 Armeured Motor Barteries,

gth Army Corps (Ne, 1 Section) :—
rrth Division.
agth Division.
4and Division,
toth Indian Division.

Corps Troops. gth {(now 8th) Mounted Brigade.
and and 3rd Dismounted Brigades.

Auvstralian and New Zealand Army Corps (No. 2 Section) :—
18t Avstralian Division,
and Anstralizn Division.
New Zealand and Australian Division,

Corps Troops, Australian and New Zealond Mounted Divi-
sion (less 1 brigade lent to the Force i
Egypt).
L E7]
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15¢h Armty Corps (No. 3 Section}; —
r3ch Division.
z1st Division.
sand Divisian.

Coips Troops. Ist (now 5th) Mounted Brgade.
st Dismounted Brigade.

Lines of Communication Defence Troops :—
Imperial Service Cavaley Brigade.
3 Gairison Battalions,

NOTE

The chicf troops then composing the Force 1n Egypt were
as {ollows i—
and {now 6th) Mounred Brigade.
1f1st North Midland (now 22nd) Mouated Brigade.
Impesial Yeomanty Brigade (2 reguuents).
gzrd Dhrvision.
54t Division.
afzst London Infantry Brigade.
Composite Territortal Infantry Brigade.
South African Infantry Brigade (subsequently).
15th (Ludhiana) Sikhs.
‘A Bartery, HA.C.
Notte. and Berks. Batteries, RHE.A. [TF.).
Coast Defence Artillery.
Hong Kong and Singapore Mountain Battery (6 to-
potadears).
2 Armoured Trains,
Garrison Battalivns.
Muotor Machine-Gun Battery.
Naval Armoured Cars.



APPENDIX C

Suowing TRE CHEr ComsaTasr UNITs oF THE EeveTian Ex-

PEDITIONARY Force IN May, 1926, AFTER THE DEPARTURE
oF O DIvISIoNs AND OTKER SMALLER UINITS

General Headquarters Troeps i—

Imperial Camel Corps.

Bikanir Camel Corps.

sth Wing, Royal Flyving Corps.

aoth Brigade, R.G.A. (3 batteries of 4 bo~poundders).

Siokes Gun Batteries of 4 Infantry Brigades.

2 Anti-aircraft Sections (each 2 r3-pounders).

qth Highland Mounted Brigade, R.G.A. {T.F.) (8 z.75-1n.
Huns).

Caoast Defence Autillery.

. 1 Section, Easéern Force »—

dand Division (with ard Dismounted Brigade attached),
s4th Division.

7 Bartalions Indian Infantry {one at Tor and Abu Zeneuna).
Mounted Troeps. 8th Mounted Brigade.

No. 2 Section, Eastern Force (and Awstralion and New Zealand

Army Corps) i—
4th Australian Division.
sth Australian Division.
Mounted Troops. Australian and New Zealand Mounted
Diivizion (less 3 brigades).

No. 3 Section, Eastern Force :—

satid Duviston (with st Dismounted Brigade attached).
rrth Drivision (in resetve).
Mounted Troops, 5th Mounted Brigade,
Australian and New Zealand Mounted
Division (less 1 brigade},
1B6

Western Frontier Force (including North-
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Weskern and South-

Wesiern Forces) i— 1
satd Division {with 4th Dismounted Brigade attached).

and Dismounted Brig:ld?:.RE -
Battalions West Indies Kegumetit. _
iﬂauziaidn Troops, Oth Mounted Prigade (with 1fand Co.
of London Yeomanry attached}.

2and Maunted Brigade.
Motts, and Berks. Barteties, R.H.A.L(T,F.}.
Hong Kong and Singapore Mountain Battery.
s Armoured Mator Batteries.
2 Armotred Trains,

Lines of Communication Defence Troops \—

Imperial Service Cavalry Brigade {less 1 regiment).
Garrison Battalions.



APPENDIX D

WATER-SUPPLY EAST OF THE SUEZ CANAL
From JaNUARY, 1916, TO JURE, 1917

WHEN it was decided that the construction of a defensive line
east of the Suez Canal should be taken up seriously, the im-
portant quesiion of how the troops could be providec,l with a
adequate supply of pure warer was at once considered, !
No known soutce of fresh water existed for many miles east-
ward of the Canal line. Up to November, 1915, the small garri-
sons and posts stationed on the east bank had been supplied
with water by tmeans of water-barges from Port Said, Ismailia
and Tewfik; but it was obviously impossible to emp,loy these
::;?:;eg? so large a scale as the new system of defences
. If, by sinking deep tube-wells on (he spot, drinkable water
in sufficient quantity were obtainable, this was obviously the
simplest and most economical plan. It was decided thergfore
after consultation with the Egyptian Geological D’epartment’
to make experimental borings at various selected poitits easfi
of the Canal. Nothing, however, but salt water was obtained
:}ﬁugi the wells were sunk to a depth of 300 feet L:tf:r’
. - . y ?
i lfl irlik?:rﬁiiﬂ:crc made in the Romani—Mahemdia region
The only other possible source of supply was the Sweet-
water Canfﬂ, which runs, roughly, parallel with, and cont; oe
to, jrhe Ship Canal on its western side throughout pracn'caiglu '1:5
entire length, But before this supply could be utilised foryth
camps and defence works which were (o be established ea te
yvard, 1t would be necessary to filter the water, a5 well -
1t across the Suez Canal, ’ o
Ten corcentration pointy were selected at intervals throuch-
out the length of the Suez Canal'; and ac six of these po}frs
183 '
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viz. : Kantara, Ballah, El Ferdan, Serapeum, Shallufa and El
Kubri, filtering plant hag been installed. The filters are
close to the Sweet-warer Canal, except at El Ferdan and Ballah,
where special water conduits, four miles long, have had (o be
excavated,

Of the ather four selected points, Ferry Post has received
its water, already filtered, from Ismailia town supply; El Shatt
has been connected upon the eastward sile with the El Kubri
system, while both Kabrit and Quarantine are supplied by

water-barges, the latter having a salt-water condensing plant as

a stand-by,
From the filters at 1he six points first mentioned the purified

water 1s catried by syphon-pipes across the bed of the Suez
Canal into reinforced concrete reservoirs on the east bank.

Near these reservoirs machinery has been installed, and the
water pumped forward to the camps and defences through a
systemm of pipe-lines, This pumping-machinery had to be
ordered to meet requirements, which it was impossible to
forecast adequately, and the plant was therefore not always
equal to the task allotted to it.

When preparing the original scheme of water-supply it was
estimated that it would be necessary to pump water to zn eleva~
tion of about 200 feet. In some cases, however, posis have
been established at considerably greater heights, even up to 450
feet above sea-level. To meet this difficulty, intermediate re-
servoirs and relay pumping stations have been provided cn the
pipe-lines.

Instructions to prepare for an advance in force from Romani
to El Arish were issued in July. It was decided to lay down a
pipe-line of 1z inches diameter to supply water for the troops
and railway, and orders for the necessary material were at once
placed in Englard.

Steps were taken to provide at Kantara an additional filter-
plant capable of dealing with 500,000 gallons a day, three more
6-inch syphons under the Canal, two 250,000-gallon reservoirs,
two sets of pumping engines, each of 66 h.p., in separate engine
houses, to drive the water to Romani, and a special wharf to
discharge machinery and pipes from ocean steamers.

The first shipload of pipes for this new main reached Kan-
tara on the 2oth September, and fltered water was flowing
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throtgh the new main into reservolrs at Ege) i '
e ey ain Romani 25 miles away

Ar Rom:m{,_ar Bir ¢l Abd, and at MMazar, in successicn

storage zessivours and pumping stations simitar to rhos ,
Kantary have been provided. At the last two places constlsucii;i
cpmm:emed as soon as the advancing treops had secured the
situation. Filtered water reached Bir el Abd, 47 miles from
Kantara, on the sst December, 1016, and it reached Mazar, 70
nules fmm_ Kantara, on the roth January, 15917, ’

. 'I'he pipes necessary to complete the last section of the
line into El Arish reached Kantara on the soth December
1916, and the pipeline into Bt Arish was completed b ;
sth February, 1917, d

With the completion of the pipe-line into El Arish, the
available sp:::k of piping of over & inches diumeter, and a];a of
heavy efigines and pipes, had been wholly absorbed. When
therefare, it was decided, inn the middle of February, to exrenci
the p1pec§ watet-system east of El Arish, through Sheikh Zowaid
to _Rafa, it became necessary to supply the additional piping re-
quired for thts extension by the collection of all avajlable 6-inch
5*11_1ch, and 4~inich pipes from lines in rear, the maintenance ni”
which was no longer essential,

Thislﬁne has now been still further extended o the Wadi
_Ghuzm.t 1n tie neighbeurhood of Abu Bakra, to which point it
is possible to supply by pump from Rafa up o fo,co0 galions
a day.

_ As regards the development of local water resources in the
immediate area of our present operations, there are at Khap
Yunus three stone-lined wells, producing an average daily
§upply of from 700,000 to 120,000 gallons of good water. Pump-
ing plant has been installed, and the greater part of this watEr
Eggrﬁmmteli 80,000 gallons per diem) is now distributed by

-lime to the tropps | i
DD lne to Sitta.PE o the neighbourhood of Abasan el
1 At Deir ¢l Belah wells exist, but the water is brackish, and
i not at present fit for consumpiion by white troops, who rh.a.f.rra
therefore 10 be supphied with drinking-water by r.-;ﬂ from El
Ar;sh, the local supply being utilised exchusively for watering
Ammatlm There are, however, indications thar a supply of
drinking-water might be developed at a lower level in this

APPENDIX D 192

neighbourhood by deep boring, work wpon wlich is at pre-
sent in progress in the Mendur—Jemm area.

Or the main Lne at present occupled by eur rroops in
front of the Wadi Ghuzze, arrangements for supply and distri-
yution of water are, briefly, as follows =—

Near the mouth of the Wadi, weter has been developed in
shallow wells in the sand dunes in sufficient quantity to supply
approximately two divisions.

Tt the Sheikh Abbas section it has not yet been found pos-
wible to develop any local supply, and ihe troops are supplied
with water rzil-borne from El Arish, pumped forward through
a pipe-ling from tempotary reserveirs ar rail-head {Deir et
Beilah).

Atzangements are now well m hand to supply troops it the
Mendur area with water pumped from Kantara along the pipe-
line, viz Rafa, Abu Kath, Abu Sitta and Abu Bakra, The
Khan Yunus supply can also be pumped into this pipe-line.

At Shelial, springs which now preduce a supply of about
200,000 gallons 2 day have been developed, a reserveir has been
comstructed ta store water, and preparations are being made to
imstail 2 pumping station to pump water forward in the direc-
tion of Abu Hereira.

4t Bl Gamli and at Bir el Esani thete are springs believed
to be capable of extensive development, but these have not yet
been fully reporied on.

During the advance of the treops through the desert it was
not always possible to provide a piped supply of water. It has
been carried forward many miles in fantasses by camels, and in
water-tanks by the railway line,

Sidings have been specially laid where trains of water-tanks
on railway trucks were filled from batteties of stand-pipes. At
the rail-head, at Block-houses and intermediate posts, permanent
reseTvoirs have been built or temporary capvas tanks installed,

The R.E. field companies and field squadrons on the
eagtert: front have, provisicmally, been specially organised and
provided with equipment to enable them to develop local re-
sougces to the fullest possible extent. Each field company
equipped for desert warfare carries 12 complete Set5 of pumps,
watet-tronghs, rube wells and linings for shallow wells.

Ar Mahemdia, on the Meditervanean coasi, and at Quaran-
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tine Station in the Gulf of Suez, condensing machiner has

been erected, and is available for use in the evenr of failuﬁi' f

supplies by water-boat or other sources. °e
With regard to the system of filtration adopted :—

_ Afrerlrareful consideration of the subject and consultatio
with engineering authorities in Egypt, it was decided that thn
methad of mechanical purification by filters, as used in Cairoe
Alexandria and other large Egyptian towns, should be ¢ .
ployed ; and the results have been most satisfactory, "

At Moascar Camp near Ismailia a slow sand-filter wag i
stalled, and has proved very successful. .

APPENDIX E

RAILWAYS

From JANUARY, 1g1b, TO JUNE, 1917

A ~—Suez Canal Defences

As it had been decided to increase the force in Egypt and to
adopt a line of defence in front of the Suez Canal, a consider
able amount of railway had to be laid. The general idea was to
have nine depéts on the east bank of the Suez Canal and to
have a 2-foot 6-inch gauge railway and a road from each depét
to the second line of ttenches, and a Go-ceantimetre gauge
Decauville line and a road from each depbt to the front line
of trenches.,

From a railway-traffic point of view it mught have been
better to have had two long loop lines, one south and one north
of the Bitter Lakes, and one spur line from Port Said east to
Mahemdia, but tactical considerations outweighed the ques-
tion of convenjence in railway working, and short spur lines
were laid. The depdts on the east bank of the Suez Canal weze
to be connecied with the State Railway line by swing bridges
over the Suez Canal, and branch lines from the Suez Canal
west bank 1o the State Railways’ main line, whenever the dis=
tance rendered such branches advisable ; the State Railway
line between Port Said and Suez runs more or less paralle] to
the Suez Canal and west of it.

Orders were received by the State Railways to prepare a
general scheme on these lines on the 25th November, 1915,

It was evident that, in order to deal with the proposed num-
bers of troops, the line from Zagazig to Ismailia would have to
be doubled. On the ajh, 28th, 2gth and goth November,
1915, the general manager went over the ground with the
General Officer in charge of the defence, and arranged to carry

R 153
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out lis orders. Work began on the 1st December, 1915, and it
was to be finished by rsth January, 1916,
The following work Irad to be done 1—

1. Zagazig—DImaiife Doubling—Line from Zagazig to Is-
maiiia had 1o be doubled,

2. Jidings from State Radways to Suez Canal.—Sidings
had to be laid from the Port Said—Suez branch of
the State Railways to the Suez Canal west hank at
El Ferdan, Ismailia (Ferry Post), Serapeum, Shallufs
and Kubri,

3. Stations for camps on State Railways—Special stations
and mg!mgs for camps were required at Ballah, Ain
Ghosein, Abu Sultan, Abu Halah, Kantara, Ismailia
and Suez, Large stations had alceady been made at
Moascar and Tel el Kebir,

4. Extra Crossing Stations on State Rattways.—Besides the
special stations and sidings for camps, extra stations
for crossing trains were wanted at El Hersh, Fanara
and El Gebel.

In carrying out items 1, 2, 3 and 4, 150 kilometres of tew
standard gauge track belonging to the Egyptian State Failways
were used, this being the guantity bought for doing renewsais
for the two years 1p16-to17. All renewals have accordingly
been postponed as far as the State Railways are concerned.

5. Light Rm‘fways east of the Suez Canal,—These Lnes were
2.5-inch gauge, except the one at Kantara, which was
metre gauge,

6. Standard Gauge cast of Stez Canal.—A standard 4.84-inch
gauge bine from Kanrara was decided on in Feb-mar:,r,
1516, the original destipation being a point in the
neizhbourbood of Katia,

7. Metre Gauge and Decauville Lines.— The metre gauge line
¢ast of Kantara, which went as far as Romani and had
a branch to Dueidar, and the Decauville lines, were all
iajd by the Engineer-in-Chief,

Th_e mette gauge line has been closed, and, as the material is
only hired, it will be pulled up and returnad to the owners.
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B.— Western Frontier Defences

1. Alexandria—Dhabba Line.—Tn addition to the works for
the defence of the Suez Canal, it was decided to enlarge the
slations on this line in order to deal with the troops of the
Western Frentier Force.

o, Boharia Line~It was decided ta lay a a-fool B-inch
gatge rzitway from Samahut westwards for 134 kilometres in
the direction of the Baharia cas:s.

3. Extension west of Kharga Oasis,— The 2-foot G-nch
pauge line from the Nile Valley to Kharga Qasis was extended
to a point 30 kitometres west of Kharga Casis,

Fternt No, 1

Ismailia—Zagazip Doubling.—The doubling of this szction
begar on the 6th Deceraber, 1915, and was completed on bth
Jatusty, 1016, Itis 79 kilometres long ; 13,000 men Were em-
ployed on tke work, The new line was laid with Egyptian
Railways' standard track, which has 47-kilogram r:nIs._ So_me
vidges had to be widened, and, of course, stations and signalling
had to be altered 1o suit double-line working,

Item No, 2

Sidings from State Railway between Port Said and Suez to
west bonk of Suez Canal—These were laid at the followmg
places :—

{a)} El Ferdan—Siding about 1} lulometres, with stdings

fur supply depdt, etc., at the end.

(b) Iimailia.—Siding about 2} kilometres long, from main
line to west bank of Sucz Canal at a place called
Fetry Post. At Ferry Post there are railway workshops
for all the a-foot f-inch gauge lines east of the Canal,
and supply, ordnznce and Royal Enpineer depdts,

() Seraperm —Siding about 3 kilomelres long, with opan~
ing bridge over the Sweet-water Canal, and sidings
for supplies, ordnance and Royal Engineer stores on
the Suez Canal bank.
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(d} Shallafa, —Siding 3 kilomeres long, with opening
bridge over Sweet-water Canal, and sidings for sup-
plies, ordnance and Royal Engineer storss on the
Suezr Canal bank.

(¢) Bl Kubri—5iding 24 kilometres lomg, with opening
bridge over the Sweet-water Canal, and sidings for
supplies, crdnance and Royal Enpineer stores on the
Stez Canal bank,

dtem No. 3

The existing stations at the following places had to be pro-

vided with exera siding accommodation, platforms, etc, —

(a} Ei Hersh—New loop and platform,

(#) Kantara—Very large alterations, partly owing to the
necessity of providing for the traffic going from the
west to the east of the Canal, partly owing to the new
line from Salibiya, which was constructed in 1916, For
many 1rains Kantara became 2 ternmnal station, so a
triangle had to be provided for turning engines, and
extta sidings for remarshalling trans were wanted.
Mattorm accommedadon had to be largely increased,
and sidings for hospital trainz and disinfecting plants
had to be Laid.

(e} Balluh,—Loop and sidings with new platferm, to facili-
tate work on troop trains.

{d) E! Ferdan—Extra siding in old station, o wark with
siding to Caral bank mentioned in Flem 2 (@) above,

(¢) mailia—New sidings in old starion and three new
sicings for a new goods station for army traffic, two
new sidings for emergency trains to stand on.

() Ain Ghosetn—New staticn for cavalry camp, Two laops,
sicing for water train, and platform.

(g) Serapeum —New station on main line for camp and for
working siding mentioned above, Ttern 2 (c).

{(h) Aby Sultan.—New station for camp. Two loops, waler,
train siding and platform,

{1} Aba Halab—New sraticn for camp, Two loops, water,
train siding and platform.
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(f) Shaliufa.—New station on main line for camp and for
worling siding mnentioned in Jtem 2 (d) above,

‘ky B Kubri—New sration on main line {two loops and water
siding) for camp and to work with siding referred to
abowe, Itemt 2 (e

(i) Suez. Camp Stetion—A new station at the north
end of Suez, with siding a kilometres long and two
loops at the end of it, for dealing with supplies, etc.

{ii.) Suez Docks—The railway accommodation was in-
sufficient here, 2nd some new sidimgs were laid in;
put there was very little room for sidings, and, until
more land has been reclaimed, the quay lines will
always be very cramped.

(m) Loops for crossmg trains were put in at Fanara and El
Gebel. Thesewere for conventencen working the traffic,

Hem Na, 4

Details of a-foot b-iach pange fnes—The material used was
mainly 25-b. rails and steel sleepers provided by the War
Office. The engines were petrol-driven and gave a great deal of
trouble at furst, The wagons were good as regards under-frames,
but the truck platforms were too nagrow, and chilled cast wheels
are not the best type for work in the desert. The lines were, of
cotrse, not desipned for the use ro which they were put. Some
of the lines were laid with heavier rails and wond sleepers from
the Exyptian State Badways, Ar first six branches were decided
on, bur later one was added from Pori Said east to Mahemdia, and
the line from Shatt to Qiarantine was extended to Ayun Musa.

The lines eventually laid are as follows ¢

Length io Eiloiretrsa,

Pore Szid, east, to Mahenudia . . A4r

Ballah, eaziwards . . . . B3
El Ferdan, castwards . 0B
Ismailia {(Ferry Posi], easiworids . . - 113
Serapeum, eastwards . . . o od
Shallafs, eastwards . . . . «  15F
E] Kubed, gastwards . . . . . Fid
El Shatt ta Gebe? Lur - . . . . 73
El Shatt (o Ayun Mum . . . . o lied

121.5

A fotal of 1215 kidemetres, exclosive of shdings.
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The first of these lines was cominenced in December, 115,
and the last was completed in June, 1976, with the exception of
the extension of the El Shatt kine 1o Ayun Musa, which was
decided on and compieted in August,

“These lines were equipped with 33 perrol lccomotives.‘and
341 trucks, The traffic varied considerably from time to time,
a large part thereof consisting of stone for road~making. .

The greatest toanage on any one line in a week amounted in
the case of the Shallufa line in May, 1¢16, to 2,000 tons, of wluch
2,100 tons were stone.

The weekly averave tonnage carried on all the a-foot B-inch
gauge lies in January, 1917, Was £,500 tons. l _

The maximum train load varied on the differert lines,
according to their ruling gradient, between eight and eighteen
s-ton trucks or the equivalent thereof,

These lines have all been closed, but have been left in such
a condition that they can be reopened if tecessary.

Item No. s

Standard Gauge Lines east of the Suez Canal.~—The standard
{4-foot B}-inch) gauge line from Kantara eastwards was com-
menced towards the end of February, 916, the Drigiﬂ.’?] destin-
ation, being the neighbourhood of Katia, the materizls used
being 75-1b. Vigolles section steel rails on wooden sleepers
with bearing plates and spikes.

Siding accomymodation for locomotives and trucks was laid
down at Kantara, proportional to this length of kine. It his had
to be largely increased subsecuently, owing to the extension of
the line to El Arish.

The line reached Romani (Kilometre 40.5) on the 15th Bay,
1918, when 2 branch line to Mahemdia (5% kilometres) was
taken in hand and completed on the 2oth June, 1916.

The extension of the line beyond Romani began again on
the 7th July, 1916, but was stopped at Kilometre 47 on 1I:hz:
18th July and was not resumed nll the roth Augusi. During
the intervals, much work was done In providing addivional
siding accominodation at Kantara and elsewhere.
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The line reached Bir el Abd (Kilometre 76) on the sth
Ocrober, 1516, from which point arratngements were mads
for an ineressed rate of progress.

Bur el Aazar (Kilometre 1713.5) was reached on the
17th Novermber, 1916, and rail-head on the 16th February,
1917, was at Kilometre 170, or 15 kilometres east of El
Arish.

During thus period the depdt ar Kantats was further en-
larged and to some extent rearranged, to cope with increased
traffic and the greater length of line served.

From the 16th February, 1917 (Kilometre 170), to the a8th
March, 1917, when Kilometre a1s was reached, construction
continued regularly, stations being laid in at El Burf, Sheikh
Zowaid, Rafa and Khan Yunus—besides some smaller crossing
statinns necessary for traffic working.

At Kilometre 215 there wag a slight check due to military
operations, but work was soott resumed and rail-head reached
Dear el Belah on the 4th April, 1917, Here a siding had to be
laid down to the beach, four kilometres away ; also a long siding
{zbout three kilometres) for watering a post ; besides the usual
station with siding for supplies, hospital, etc.

The mileage of track laid in this railway is greater than
might be supposed, because every altermate station has
to be large enough to deal with the traffic necessary for
feeding, munitioning and, to a cerfaln extent, watering the
Force,

On the 23rd Aprl, 1017, orders were given for the con-
struction of a branch line from Rafa to Weli Sheikh Nuran, and
from there southwards to Gamli, Sheikh Nuran Stauon was
reached on the 18th May, 1gr7, Gamli (Kilometre 26 from Rafa)
on the 13th June, 1917

A branch line to Shellal was started from Kilometre 223 on
the Rafa—(zaml branch.

The large Wadi at Shellal was reached on the 15th June,
1917, and bank parties are now doing the heavy earthwork
necessary to get the lne down into the bed of the Wadi,
across it and up the other side. There is a very large cube
of carthwork hete, and a bridge is wanted over the Wadi
itself. The whole work is estimated to require 40 days from
3rd June, if no very hard soul or rock is met with,
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Meanwhile, the teack-laying parties are occupied in laying
in ioops for the extra crossing stations and diversions referred
to above.

On the gth March, 1917, at 2 conference with the Com-
mander-in=Chief, it was sertled to keep the line beyond Gaza
neat the coast and not to fry for an inland roote.

On the 1oth March, 1917, a bad sand-storm began, which
lasred for six days and {mterfered with trafhe very much, It
was impossible to see far, and the line became covered with
sand 1 inany places. An attemnpt to push traffic in spite of the
storm led to six derailments in one day. It took smne time to
catch up the arrears of wrafhic, Fortunately, since tken there
have only been two bad days.

A stee] girder bridge on cylinders is being built across Wad]
el Argh and should be fmished before the next rainy season;
another minor bridge is being built, So far there have not been
Many water-courses to cross, but as the line goes north the cli-
mate changes, tnore tain falls, and a number of culverts will be
required, besides 2 faw larger bridges. Provision has been made
for these, and the girders for the pexr section of the line are in
the countiv. Fals, Osh-plates and 2 lacge proportion of the
sleepets have been supplied from India. The finish of the
rails is equal to che best English work. It remains 1o be seen
how they will wear.

For various reasons (mainly water and the necessity of
laying large stations ae frequent intervals) the capacity of the
line was put at 13 trains 2 day on an average, This, of course,
imesns that more than that nwmber have (o be run occasionaliy.
The coastwise water transport has heiped very much, and so
far the 13 trams have seldom been needed.

A few more crossing stations have been puit in, and some
other alterations made, which will bring the capacity of the
sigle line up to 16 trains each way daily on an average, If
more than these are needed the water-supply must somehow
be increased, and it would be wise to double the line as far
as Rafa at all events, and several other points will need
attention,

More relling stock and engines have been sent from the
Egyptian State Railways ; 14 more South-Western locometives
and & more coaches have been received from England.
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The total engines and vehicles now on the Kantara East
line are as follows :—

Supplied |

I Supplizd -
i by War ng g:e | Total
© Office. :
. Ratlways.
_— - —_— = —! —_—
Angines— )
Londot and South-Weatern o—f—o | a5 — 26
Potrol - .. - - . 3 _ z
Fayptian State Radiway o—8—0 N 28 28
Emyptian State Railway 4-—y—0 . —_— 3 3
Egyptise State Railway 2—6—o = ag =)
Epyptian State Roilway, Tanks o—6—0 ;.  — 2 z
Tatal - . ' | 29 i 53 I Bx
| |_'
Couacies— ) |
4-whe:el€d . + ¥ 1 . - 23 23
t-wheeled . . . . . — 35 g5
SGwheeled . . . . I - 12
Total . . .| 1 | 63 | 75
Wagoni— j | |
8 1oand 1atons - . . . 450 729 1,179
i5 tons - . . . . . — 40 AD
50 toos - . . . . o= 20 9
Brake vans . . . . . Iz 24 36
Sundry . . . . . . — 26 26
Tatal . . . 4z

i B8 | 1,260

Traffic~~The line now catries on an average 22,850 tons a
week, and hag an engine mileage of 28,150 per week,

The maximum train-load is from 3o to 35 12-ton trucks,
according to the class of engine employed.

Water—Water-supply has been one of the chief difficulties
to contend with, water having to be carrizd by rail beyond the
furthest point of supply by pipe-line, to some considerable
cRiEnt.

Communication with West Bank of Suez Canal—A feery
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has been coustructed at Kantara which is capable of carrying
an engine (or four wagons), so that sny engine or Wwagon which
tequires heavy repairs can be ferried over the Suer Canal end
rin up to the State Railway shops in Cairo,

B—WEsTERA FroNTIER DEFENCES

ftem No, r.—Wastern Frontior Force

Alexendria—Dhabba Line.~The stations on this line had to
have all the crossing loops kengthened to take larger trains than
the line was designed for, Full-sized trains cannot be used an
this Jine, 2s the bridge over the channel from Lake Mareots will
not carry the heavisst engines,

Water~The great difficulty on this line is water. There is
nonte fir for troops or boeilers, and all water has to be carried in
tank trucks.

Rolling Stock—Provided from Egyptian State Ralway
stock.

The 4-foot 8i-inch gauge line from Alexandria to Dhabha
is now working on 3 peace basis again. One hundred and sixty-
six kilometres of good rails could be obtained from this line, if
necessary, for use elsewhere, but a large number of the sleepers
would need replacing, and a considerable percentage of uew
fastenings would be required.

ftem No, 2,— Western Frontier Force

Baharia Military Railway ~—The line from Samalut towards
the ovasis of Baharia js 134 kilownetres long,

CGauge—2 feet 6 inches.

Materials.—Steel rails, wooden sleepers, spikes, no bearing
plates, Material all secend-hand, bought from varjous lighs
railway companies in Egypt or provided by the Siate Railways.

Gradient. —The ruling pradient is 1 in 100,

Traffic—Trallic for this line goes by the State Railways’
main Upper Egypt line 1o Maghagha, then over the Upper
Egypt Anxiliary Railways 10 Samalut, where it is transhipped o

APPENDIX E 203

i (2 toili e, Tihe Upper
~foor B-inch wagons of the Baharia tmhtaryllme !
%lgy;t E;Zux:-'liary Railways are light 4-foot 8}-inch gauge lines,

the property of the Egyprian State Railways. )

Bridges—A large bridge had to e built over the Bahr
Yussef Canal at Samalut. |

Rolling Stock.—There are 20 engmes and 200 wagons. A
crain consisis of one brake van and thirteen 5-ton wagons—
useiu} load, 65 tons. o o 1

Sand.—Sand gives trouble on this line; it dufts over it very

idly if there is a strong wind.
mpl’l'lf::;s line is still werking, but with a greatly reduced crathe,

Ftem No. 3.~~Western Frontier Foree

Extension west of Xharga Ousis.—There was a line from the
Nile Valley to Kharga Oams before the war.

Length.—1g3 lulometres,

Guuge.—2 feet 6 inches. _ o .

Gradient.—1 in 30 on worst section, which is that leading
down to the Casis itself. _

Materials —a413-1b. tails. Steel sleepers mainly, but some
wooadel. 1 he

Roiling Stock—Four engines, 24 ten-ton Wagons.
engites are powerful for this class of line.

Composition of train—An engine can pull 1o ten-ton wagans

up the steepest gradient. o , 1

? Tt was decided to extend this line to a point 30 kilometres
west of Kharga in order to reach a part of the country which
was comparatively free from drift-sand and more suitable for

Oor-Cars, .
- The line is still working, but with a greatly reduced tralfic,

Wonk ON BGYPIIAN STATE RAILWAYS

T rajfic~—The work on these lines has 1bcrc:r1 n.md,l iucrsff:lfi
by ihe army., There are troop and h{?s.pltal frans [1 h:fbls;.s,_t
with, and supplies, stores and ammunition as well. A table is
~rtached which will show the traffic dealt with during 1916,
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e | . | The Stare Railways are feeling the loss of rolling stock and

TR . ;
| gﬁ | l_g. -;,.? | E | | | g_‘_u'; ! 8 engies sent east of the Canal, but not seriously so far. When
| B | RN e R | the force is increased more wagons will be needed on the State
Y T ]E" 5 ob | | Etﬁ =2 | Lnes for collecting and distributing food, etc., for the army,
o Eg | g2 | lg t¢g | i ag o and, with this and the necessity for sending more wagons east of
g% = - B " the Canal shordy, there will certa not be encugh gollin
|«: 3 2 | _ he Canal shortly, there will certainly not be enotgh folling
- |— — !;:7"1 , ' ‘—— — stock to meet the usual demands made by the public during
“| B P - | |_| _ _| ' B | i the cotton season, Cotion and seed will have to be moved
£ § | g | | | 2 | gﬁ more slowly. This will probably lead w complaints, but iz
20 w L E s unavoidable
e 2 = £ Ibq :
5 ﬁ | ' B El - | 3 . Workshops. — Besides the exttz tepairs to rolling stock
e B, 3 . % FTgy e s necsssitated by the extra traffic, a great deal of special work
n E a | § | ﬁ | 2 Epg | %I 5 ! o & has been done in the workshops, such as construction of and
: i © o ' é [ < | s g, m of repatrs to wagons of all sorts, making camel saddles, parts of
2 A Ei! . —| =D | 2| é;E o | s guns and machine gunz, bombs, erc. Extra men have been
d B89 4y “% N |_ s :’; ST - iaken on to deal with thus work, ar to take the place of mer who
é g & QE | -2 | ‘g|_ . |g 0 are employed on it.
2=, B " 85! wio (8
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APPENDIX F

EGYPTIAN LABOUR CORPBS

JANUARY, 1016, TO JUNE, 1017

Organisation, Recruiting and Development

WITH the exception of the Maval wing, which {5 sull at
Mudras, the Egyptian Labour Corps, after proving a useful
unit during the Gallipeli campaign, returned to Egypr in
January, 1g1é.

Headquarters were at Alexandria, and only 500 men were
wotking at Mersa Matruh,

The Engineer-in-Chief asked for soo men for work on the
Canal, and on the 7th Jamzary these arrived, and were distribured
equally between Port Said, Ballah, Ismailia, Serapeum and
Suer Docks, Shortly after this, camps were opened at Shallufa,
El Kubzi, Ayun Musa, Ferry Post and Kantara, bringing the
strength up to 1,000 men, all for Roval Engineer setvices.

During February and March, demands for labour were
continrausly received from AS.C. and Orduance, and the
numbers employed by the Engineer-in-Chief were increased,
Sanitary gangs were asked for by medical services, Lo under-
take the samitary fatigues in all camps. By the end of April
the strength of the corps was 42 officers and 9,000 men,

In order to meet the persistent demands for men, the form-
ation of a recruiting department unider the Bgypuan Labour
Corps was necessary, the establishment being one officer,
one doctor and one pative clerk for each 1o,000 men of the
COLPS.

During May, 5,000 additional men were indented for by the
Engineer-in-Chief and obtained with 2ase ; 150 of them were
despatched to Bl Amaid for road-making, and it 18 inleresting to
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aoie that the road constructed was first made by the Romans,
repaired by Napoleon, and remade by the Egyptian Labour
Corps.

E.lso, during May and Tune, four new camps wers established
in Upper Egypt at Kbazga, Samalut, Shusha and Fayum. These
camps were at first administered separately from Alexandria,
but later on an Officer Commanding, Upper Egypt, with head-
aquarters at Minia, became necessary.

During June and July the strength at Kantara and in the
Katia area increased considerably to meet military require-
ments, and it was found necessary for purpases of administra-
tion to divide the Canal into three sections.

During June it had been found possible to reduce the pay
of unskilled labour to T.P, 5 per day without impairing the
efficiency of the corps.

In July a depdt was formed at Hadra Camp for recrujting
and traming volunteers for Egyptizn Labour Corps and other
units required. The training of 1,000 drivers for horse trans-
port unirs was at anee put in hand. They were drafred into
divisional trains, thus replacing an equivalent number of British
troopsE,

On 2nd Angust, instructions were received to recrut all
the men required by the Camel Transport Corps and to attest
them for continuous service at a pay of T.P. 7 per day, This
pay was afterwards reduced to TP, §, and 19,000 camel-drvers
were recruited up to goth November, and all demands for
drivers met in the promptest thaner,

Owing to the fact that Epyptian Lahour Corps labourers
serve on a dhree months’ contract, it is necessaty to tecruit
one-third of the total strength of the corps each month.

As all men under orders for ovetseas st be trained, 2
second large depdt was formed on Reda Island, Cairo, for
recruiting and training volunteers.

Recruiting—As the demand for Egyptian Labour Corps
men mcreased, 1t became necessary to open FeCriiting Gunps.

The first camp for recruiting was opened ar Assiut, Upper
Egypt, on the 161h October, 1916, which was followed by a
second camp, with the same object, at Sohag, go miles south
of Assiut.

Both these camps have proved of great value, and men can
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now be collected in the camps and despatched to the coast by
special trains in drafts of 3,000,

On 1zth Februar_t,r, T917, 4 separate recruitiag Service was
formed for recruiting men in Upper Egypt for the Camel Trans-
port Carps, and Middle and Lower Egypt were developed as a
recruiting area for the Egyprian Labour Corps.

On Sth May, 1917, recruiting for all services was taken
over by a recruiting department, which i3 now being
developed.

The following recruiting figures are of interest i—

Recruited by the Hpyptian Labour Coeps

for Egvptian Labowur Corps from 18t

January, 1916, to 12th Febroacy, rgrz . 127,862
Recruited by the Egyptizn Labour Corps for

Camel Transport Corps during the same

pegind . . . . . . 2830

156,167

chruited by the Egyptian Labour Corps

13:11. Fehruary, 1917, to S3th May,

1917, @t Lower Egypt for Egypuan
Labour Corps . . . 27,500

Rerruited by special recruibing service from
1zth February, igip, to 8th May, 1917
for Egypuan Labour Corps . . 7235

Recruited by new recruiting -::Iepamnenl:
irom gth May, 1g17, to 23rd June, 1517,
for Egyptian Labour Corps . . 23,080

214,087

Egyptian Labour Corps men working in Egypt and Palestine
are engaged on a three menths" contract,

Egyptian Labour Corps men for overseas are engaged on a
six months’ contract, datng from the day of embarkation.

It September, 1g9i6, contractors’ men were replaced by
Egyptian Labour Corps on the east bank of the Canal. The
numbers have decreased in the southern section, but have in-
creased considerably in the northern section, i, vn Palestine
Lines of Communication and East Force,

‘The total strength of the corps now is 51,000 labourers,
distributed as hereunder :
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‘Mot -tom-

|
1
i Orher
Oﬂ’icem : r‘:gjs;ll.g;:-:! Privatos, ‘ Raks.
Palestine Lines of Corhnni- ! !

cations and Fast Porce . - 138 127 255 25,000
Canal Zooe and Sundries . £z 108 w2 35,800
Maval Wing— i

Flodros - . . 3 I H — oo3

Suez Docks . . . 2 ! 3 — 260

Port Said . T 3 — . 3c8
Beach (Sﬂ‘llthﬂl'ﬂ pﬂjEEﬁﬂ&} 2 2 — I a7s
Wing “H," Basrah {mr.]ud- :

g those afleaty . . 18 52 —_ 7821
France . . 48 166 126 b,072
France {awating orders] . g 23 I3 1,200
Salonica . . . . 2 5 —_ f1a

Wing “ H," consisting of 2,000 uskilled and soo skilled
labourers {(inclieding 12 different trades), sailed for Mesopotamia
during September, 1916, and on their arrival an additional
3,000 men were immediately asked for.

During Detober, November and December, drafts were sent
out to Wing ¥ H,” until the total number of Epypuan Labour
Corps men in Mesopotamia veached 8000,

Owing to the difficuity of obtaining suffictent officers with
a knowledge of Arabic and accustomed to dealing with larze
numbers of natives, authotity was obtained in Qctobar to enlist
non-conmuszioned offtcers to replace civilian overseers who
were tot under mubitary discipline, Steps were immediately
taken to iecruit and attest men for this grading, and in all cases
they volunteered for the period of the war.

The men were selected from British and Allied subjects,
the greatest care being exercised in selecring men with a know-
ledze of the languages necessary., Alrogether some 470 non-
commissioned officers have been attested, equipped and drilled
in Hadra and Roda depdts, and reports on theit work from che
varous camps to which they have been drafted are, so far,
sausfacrory.

Owing to the large numbers of native labourers employed in
the Canal Zone, it became evident that additional pelice cantrol

would be required. ‘The raising of a police force was entrusted
s}
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to the Egyptian Labour Corps, and authority was given, on
1gth April, 1916, 10 raise a force of 260 men, with the necessary
officers.

‘The duty of this force was the issue and control of passes 1o
erogs 1the Marine Canal and to guard pontoon bridges, This
force has grown considerably, and is now employed for guard-
ing stations and camps on Palestine lines of communication
and the villages of Southern Palestine. The present strength
of the force is 1,000 men.

It is interesting to note that in Mesopotamia Egyptian
Fabour Corps men have been selected, tramned and formed into
a police fotce for policing Baghdad.

Salonica Draft.—A specially trained company for railway
construction was requested for work at Salonica,

Company Mo, 70 was selected and trained for this work and
embarked for Salonica in March last, The company was up
to establishment, and favourable reports are being received.

French Draft—-During January, 1917, an application was
made for the services of Egyptian Labour Corps for France,
and it was decided to send 18 comtpanies, having a strength per
company of :—

3 officers, 17 non-commissioned officers, 6o men.

Companies Nos. 71 and 72 embarked on azrd March, 1917,
and arrived safely at Marseilles, Later, Companies Nos. 73 to
84 have embarked, and Nos. 85 and 86 are standing by for orders.

It has been decided that the remaining three companies, viz.,
87, 88 and 8y, will not leave Egypt owing to the latetiess of the
season and the difhculty of obtaining transport.

Reports from France are so far sausfacrory.

Cadets—Authority was obtained on 14th February, 1517,
to invite applications from suitible not-commissioned officers
and men of other units to apply for commissioned rank in the
Egypuan Labour Curps. A school {or the purpose of teaching
selected cadets Arabic was organised ; 2oy cadets passed through
this school, out of which 128 were selected and finally obtained
temporary compissions on probation, General List, for duty
with the Egyptian Labour Corps.

Maltese Wing—The Classificativn Comnittes, whose ebject
it was to obtain informnation of British subjects living in
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Egwpt, forwarded large numbers of names for i
Vpr, : r iterview, and
Egyptian Labour Corps officers interviewed all Bn'tish’ and
flhidfusubmgtsb msII111ng to serve. A large number of men
ame orward, sut they were of linde val '
o o . v value unless drilled apd
_ Th}: Egyptian I,;Ebcr:ur Corps, “ Malrese Wing," was orpan-
ISE:EET'-;HII a view crf‘gmng discipline to this class of may,
| he men were invited to attest for the period of
soidiers and under the usual conditions andppay. of the war 2
. Although 15, a day did not prove attractive, the prospect of
ablaning promotion to the non~commissioned-officer foreman
rank for service with the Egyptian Labour Corps did appeal to
Europesns of A]J_md nations, and alrogether 1,043 men have
been attested, trained, and are now serving with the Egyptian
Lab;;r C!n;p;s 1 Epypt or overseas,
(L& privates remaining m the wing are workine |
positions 10 Palestine, and are well reported on, § m epesec
Large numbers of the old Zion Mule Corps attested for
sarv;;c, and are proving vseful mes.
interesting feature 13 that Fpyptian Labour Co
_ P
labourers who have been working with the corps for varfuis
ir‘e:rms during the last two years are now affering their services
;: the period of the war for this wing, with the knowledge that
the work will take them into exposed positions,

Admenistration

With a unit which has developed from 500 to 51,000, the
question of organisation and administration has pm‘r;s_-::l c::c of
considerable anxiety, The cotps has been reorganized ugder the
tompany systeim, winch provides for an establishment, viz, 1—

Headquarters, Cleyeral Head-

Quarters . Dﬂi_c(er :_nolrimnandit;g, aﬂj utant, officer

1/C midents
Base Office, Alexandria | N Dﬂﬁnerlmmman?i?n; T:f;i“r it pay
Bramch: Headquarters . each Iu,;inr?;u?ﬁcer e o
Camp Headquartess - each  Ian0—1%00 men,

Company . . - each oo men,
Diiziribuefon Camp.
Becruiting Camps “ A” and “ B.”
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The advantages expected o aceruc from this reTgamsalion
ate :—(¢} An authorised establishment. (b) Mob1l1ty‘0f cotm-
panies. (¢} Regimental sySLetm, of ACCOUS, () PLWEE?:
Reises (headmen), with promotion, This 1slcxpec’ced to help
recruiting, as men will I'E-Vﬂluﬂtﬁﬁ? for Llhc:r ald companies.
{¢) Organised recruiting depdis, Tﬁrhu:h will :1:11c:-w .ra‘crumngfm
be continueus and nol spasmodic {on receipi of indents for
labows} as previously.

Eguipment and Rations

Various scales of eyuipment and rations were lad dowa
for Egypt in sumuner and winter, and for tlhlr. metl 5aﬁvmg over-
seas, which were ample and much appreciated by the men.

During summer in Egypt and overseas, the mgn wear & neat
khaki nniform, consisting of shorts and a sx_ncck, with . EL.C.
worked in red letters om the chest, A suitable hea::_.‘l-dresﬂs and
baots are supplied when the climate or work necessitates {:‘iherr::i
During winter an ample supply of waderclothing 1s aI;nwe R ﬁm
a military overcoat. When men become nmeft:xpmd, these
articles are rerurned to store, disinfected and re-issued.

Rations have proved ample, but a complete system of
canteens became necessary, and thelse have been esgbushed
to supply the men with every possible want. Sanction ha;
been obtaiped for the profits from these canteens to be use
as compensation for depeadanis of men who have lost their
lives or have been disabled whilst serving in the corps.

Weork Completed

Wastern Frontior Force~Coastal Section—Al Matrua and
Sollum, Egyptian Labour Force personnel have laid a Dacauwg
line, built tlockhauses, ercoted sheds, quarried stone, cut roa
and constructed piers, whete thousands of tons of stores, equip-
ment, guns and armoured cars were unfoaded. Qn ons occaé.mn
goo tons were fanded and stacked by 150 men n a day. Cap-
tured female camels were broken in and formed into a
transport unit, which accompanied the colummn (o Sollum,
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carrying all the stores necessary for the Jdefence of the 2dvanced
base.
The corps also provided stretcher-hearer paries nt Maeruh

in connecrion with the engagements there,

Samalut—Shusha—Blockhouse line to Baharia was cou-
srructed.

Kharga~5Skilled men have constructed the water dump.
After a recent collision, the lire was cleared by Egyptian Labour
Corps men and corumunication with Egypt te-established, hus
enablng supplies 10 be brought wp in time for the troops in the
oasis.

Canal Zone~With the exception of some private contractors
warking on roads ap dll July, generally speiking all the labour
tor the Army haw been supplied by the Egpyptian Labour Corps
ot the east bank of the Canal,  Supply and ordnance depéts
have been worked by Egvprian Labour Corps men. Sanitation
of camps has been dane by special gangs under the supervision
of Sanitaty Section, RA.M.C,, and the great bulk of the work
of R.E. services has been performed by the Egyption Labour
Carps. A large proportion of hurs, stables, messes and te-
creation rocms have been constructed by the carpenters. It
15 INIErERUINE to nole the nuniber of different trades required
to keep an army In motion, viz. —Carpenters, blacksmiths,
tinsmiths, rivetters, platelayers, tent~tnenders, wheelwriglts,
MAsONs, quariyimen, stonecutters, plumbers, bakers, engine-
drivers, stokers, wood~caulkers, boatmen, pipe -hands, panters.
Egypt was able to supply all these trades.

Southern Canal Section (including No. 1 and No. 2 Sece
tions}—Egyptian Labour Corps have completed practically all
the inner and secend line cefences. Men working at Shallufa
fitled and laid on an average 150 sandbags per man per day.
Pipe-lines have bezn laid at all pests, all roads maintained, and
many new ozies constructed. A narrow-gauge railway has been
consiructed between El Shatt, Quarancine and Ayun Musa,
and extensions of existing lines at other places, Owing to the
advance in Southern Palestine and the clearing of the enemy
from the Sinai Province, work in the Southern Canal Section
has dimipished to a considerable exment,

No. 3 Section or Palestineg Lines of Communication and
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East Foree is an exceedingly large area extending from Kantara
to the ** front ™ in Palestine,

During the early summer of rgré the Bgyptian Labour
Corps was employed at, and, in fact, made every permanent
trench east of, Kantara,

The 13-inch pipe-line was cartied out to Homam, and the
metre-gauge railway constructed,

Later in the summer the important work of bulding the
Romani Redoubts was undertaken and completed by these men,
The men soon understood rivetting and wiring, and, atthough
they wete constantly bombed, the work proceeded without
delay.

Taking into consideration the climate of Roman in July, it
ia doubtful if British rroops could have done the work as well
or in the dme required.

The men came under fire freeiy on 4th August, They were
alzo employed as stretcher-bearers snd were well reported on,

It is gratifying to know that thege men on returning to
their villagzg re-enlisted after a few days, and, mn fact, 2 large
number now lock on the comstruction of defences as their
profesmon,

Lavying the pipe-line from Kanrara to the defences in Pales-
tine for 4 distance of 160 miles 15 perhaps the most important
wark yet done by the Corps.

The work of laying the pipe-line can be divided as below :—

1, Discharging pipes from steamers and loading them on
rail reucks,

2, Dhischarging pipes from trucks and transporting to the
pipe-line, often cn the shoulders of men.

3. Cuiuing a way for pipe-line thvough sandhills and filling
in low lewels to carry the pipe.

4. Laying the pipe and connecting it,

5. Covering the completed pipe-line.

The total weight of pipes 2o handled is approximately
13,000 tons.

The AS.C. larpely employ Egvptian Labour Corps met,

At Kantara Depdt over 2,300 men ate COMMHuUsUs:y etn-
ployed in discharging steamers brought alongside the depét,
and in loading teains for the advanced depdts and dumps at the
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front. The work usually gees on day and night, and after
three months the men certainly require a rest.

At the advanced depdts and dumps Egypian Labour Corps
smen are also working by day and night, The work is well organ-
ised. It iz interesting to watch a rrain steam inte a depédt, to
see the men spring on the trucks, and in the shortest posaible
time the empty troin steams out again,

A service by sea is also maintained to a beach in Southera
Palestine, where Egyptian Labour Corps boatmen, stevedores
and men discharge stores from trangports inte surfl boats, and
from the boats to the beach.

Ag there is little or no sutf boadng in Epypt, the work at
firat was not good ; but the men scon learned what was required,
and the average weight discharged increased to 31.6 tons per
hour cver a period 3 the best day’s work being 628 tons with
18 boats.

Deferice Work —Afrer the battle of Romani on 4th August
there was a great deal of cleaning up to do, and the defences to
repair and complete,

The pipe-line layers were always working in advance of the
defence workers, but El Abd, Mazar, El Arish and Rafa were
fartified by the Corps, without difficulty or cutside help.

At Bl Arish marerials were carried long distances by the
men through heavy sand without complaint, and it is generally
thought that the men take an nterest in their work.

Ordnance Department—~Duuring the latter part of rorf, and
to date, the Egyptian Labour Corps has heen employed in
ordnance cdepits, and, as various tradesmen were required, it
was necessary to train tnen specially for this seryice,

It is anticipated that the men so employed will prove of
great value to Egypt after the war.

Ammunition is now discharged and stored in dumps by
Egyptian Labour Corps men at a cost of sd. per ton, average
weight per man per day being .3 ton.

Pay and Records.—The development of the Corps from soo
men 10 over 50,000 in 18 months has pur 3 great strain on the
Pay and Record Departments at the Baze Office, Alexandiia,

Each man when recruited is paid 1oo piastres advanee, and
he probably receives Lwo advances during his period of service
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and the final payment on discharge. The Hecords are kept on a
mod:fied Armv systemn, but provide sufficient detail to allow of
the relatives of any man being communicared with immediately
in caze of casualties. It is interesting to note that no soldier or
Englishman of mulitary age is employed on the clerical staff of
the Corps.

Egypt has contributed her man-power towards the prose-
rution of the war without interference in any way with the
cultivarion of the country. This has only been possible
owing to the fact that the woman- amd child-power had been
so splendidly developed in pre-war days,

APPENDIX G

CAMEL TRANSPORT CORPS
Jamvary, 1016, TO JURE, 1017

1. General Remarks—A4 the end of December, 1915, orders
were given for the raising of two Camel Transport Corps, each
of o000 carmels, Ar this ime, there was m existence on the
Canal one company of about Soo camels, fully equipped and
with its full personnel. This was at ance raised to 2,000, the
strength fixed for the establishment of the new companies,
and the Ministry of Interior commenced the purchase of camels
on a large scale, By the end of February, the strength of the
companies reached if,ga3 camels; this has since been in-
creased, and the present number 15 about 33,504, Companies
were organised and marched out of depdt as follows +—

* A" Compaty, in existence on Canal Zone,

“R " Company, 13th January, 1616, to Canal Zone.

“C" Company, r7th January, 1518, to Mobile Celumn,
Sollun.

“ D " Company, oth February, 19158, to Canal Zone.

* E ™ Company, 5th February, 1910, to Cagal Zone,

* F " Company, rsth February, ro1g, to Canal Zone.

“ G ' Company, 215t February, 1918, to Canal Zone.

“H’ Company, st March, 1916, to Western Fronter
Farce.

“ 1" Company, st March, 1016, formed at Suez.

“ K ™ Company, 1st July, 116, to Canal Zone.

" L " Company, 1ith September, 1916, to Canal Zone.

* M " Company, 26th September, 1916, to Canal Zone.

" T§ " Company, 14th September, 1916, to Canal Zone.

“O" Company, 6th October, 1916, to Western Frontier
Force (in relief of * C" Company, to Canal Zone),

217
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P " Company, 3rd Novembet, 1416, to Western Frontier
Force, .

" Q" Company, 4th February, 1917, East Farce,

“ R Company, zath April, o917, East Force.

These animals were all clipped and dressed for mange
three times before being sent out to work,

Since the beginning of the year, “P,” “ Q" and “R"
Companies have been sent to East Force, “ H " Company has
been brought in from the Western Froutier Force and reorpan-
ised at Kantara, the Western Frontier Force being supplied
with transport from No. 1 Depdt, in detachments at Baharia
200 camels, Matruh 250 camels, and Sollum ago camels, “ 0"
Company, which {5 composed of female camels, hag been
transferred from the Western Fromtier Fotce to the Canal
Zone.

2. British Personnel —Of the officers who joined at the form-
ation of the Corps, one had had six months’ experience with the
hired transport companies, and one for a tmonth, The first
companies that were formed were officered by officials who
were lent by the Egyptian Government, and by zentlemen
who had been some years in Egypt in businegs : though they
had no mulitary expertence or knowledge of camel transport,
they liad the advantage of knowing the language and the natives.
A wear’s experience has proved that, for the successful working
of transport with native drivers, a knowledge of this kind is
very necessary, The officer commanding company and adjutant
should always have local knowledge. About 5o per cent, of
officers were recruited Iocally,

3. Native Personnel.—When the corps was formed, native
drivers were recruited fram the willages of Upper and Lower
Egypt on a three months” contract, Their period of engage-
ment has now been extended to six months, which has greatly
improved the efficiency. They have continued to work well,
and their conduct has been very satisfactcry. The past six
moaths have becn very trying, but their behaviour under fire
in all cases has been exemplary. Several instances have accurred
of natives shewing particular devotion to duty, and these have
been rewarded under No. G.R.O. 2401, dated 23rd May, 1917,
Over 380 have becu admitted to hospital from wounds from
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came! bites, zbout 7o of whaoin have lost o limb, At present the
total native personnel employed numbers 20,000.

4. Classes of Camels. —EBight classes of ammials have been
received —

{1) Delta heavy camel. {5} Bomall camed.

{z} Upper Egypt camel. (6) Egyplian female camel.
(3} Sudan camel. (7} Western desert camel.
{4} Indian Camel Corps. {8) Algerian camel.

The best anitmal up ro date has been the heavy Delta bag-
page camel; the better class of Sudan camel has also done well,
but he takes 2 long time to acclimatise, The Indian camels,
though given time to acclimatise, wete a failure, and they had a
very heavy casualey list, though not hard-warked., The Somali
catmel soon sertles down, but his carrying capacity 1S small,
being Imited to 250 lbs, The femnale camels have done well
what little they have had to do, but their value must be put to
a longer test. 4,078 Algerian camels have been received as
remonnis, The majority of these camels are small in size,
compared with the heavy-burden Egyptian, They arrived
in the country with very heavy, long, hairy coats, and very
soft in condition. The majority of thein have not yet been put
to work, so that it is impossible <o say whether they will be a
SUCCEss OF ToT.

The dealing with mange has been a continual trouble, but
it has been most successfully treated, The camel is a difficulr
and delicate animal to work, snd casualty Hsts in all campaigns
in which he has been used have been very high. Owver go,o0u
camels were worked during the first 11 months of last year, and
of these 1,473 died, 302 were killed in action, 189 scid owing
to injuries, and 7,741 admirted o hospital ; and though the
number of hkospital cases scems large, it should be borne in
mind that hardly 50 per cent, of all camels were received with
clean backs. There hag been a marked decrease in the number
of casualties during the last six months, it having been reduced
1o 2.4 per cent. during the month of May. The casualtes
of animals killed in action hawve increased, 188 having been
killed duting that period. A certain mumber of casualties
occurred at two periods owing fo excessive heat.
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5. Eguipment.—Beyond 750 Egyptian Ay pack-saddles
which were issued to the first company, no saddiery was
available from the Ordnance Dept,  Camels began w arrive
quickly, and contracts were entered into for the supply of
zo,000 3addles, but awing to wood and repe not beiag avail-
able, both contractors failed to supply anything Lke the required
numbers. Camel purchasers were asked to purchase the native
saddle with the camels. This was done, and in this way some
10,000 saddles were received, but all had to be overhauled,
retied, pads restuffed, g@irths, breastplates and cruppers renewed
and made from any rope that could be procured, and as a ride
it tock two saddles as received to make one strong enough for
military wansport work,  This overhsuling and remaking of
saddles was undertaken in workshops at the Camel Depidi and
in workshops of departments of the Egvptian Govermment.
The great advantage of these saddles was that they were made
of seasoned wood ; they were put in serviceable condivion at
an average cost of P.T. 20 per saddle; 2ll have given 1z
months’ or more hard work, and a great many are still being used.
Dhuring the year several types of saddles have been experimented
with, and we have 25 a rezult two sizes of saddles which ate
working well. The Indian pattern saddle did excellently for
the Indian camel, bur, owing to the different shape of the
Fgyptian camel’s back, {s wasuitable for that animal, Experi-
ments were also thed with the ceptured Turkizh saddles, with
unfavourable results. An improvement has lately been made
in girths, to enable them to be tightened at any time when the
came] is loaded.

Head-collars.—The Egyptian Army pattern 15 the only prac-
tical one ; others were tried, but were not successful. Last
winter sacks were used as rugs, but this year a camel-rug made
from old blankets and sacks by the Ordnance Department is
being used with some success.

6. Logds—The average load carried was 350 Ibs, over very
heavy desert on the castern side. 'The marches in most cases
were nat long, but, owing o operatioms, the anfmals st {imes re-
mained loaded for long hours. Of good camel graging there was
at first very lictle, but lately some good grazing has been reached

INDEX
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